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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that 1, JAmes H. FLETCHER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Spool-Holders; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. |

Much difficulty has heretofore arisen irom
the spool-holders commonlyin use on sewing

and other machines, owing to the fact that

20

25

loose coils of thread which may accidentally
drop from the spools are drawn beneath the
same around the spool-pins, so that the thread
is liable to break or itstension issoincreased
that stoppage of the machine to rethread the
needle or to adjust the thread becomes nec-
essary; and the object of my invention 1s to
obviate this difficulty, which occurs more
particularly with stiff or olazed thread.

To thisend myinvention consists of a-smooth

~and preferably slightly-rounded support on
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which the spool may rest, and the upper sur-
face of which is of greater extent than the
diameter of the hole through the spool, and
a U-shaped spool-holding pin having two
vertical arms of unequal length, the shorter
of said arms, which is to enter the hole in the
spool, depending above and having its lower
end separated from the said support, SO that
coils of thread which drop from the spool
may be drawn freely beneath the same with-

out contact with the spool-pin, and breakage

of the thread be thus avoided, the longer of
the said arms being hinged at its lower end
on a horizontal pivot-pin, so that the Spool-
holder may be turned back on sald pivot-pin
when the spool is to be inserted or removed.

In the accompanying drawing, represent-

ing my invention 1in elevation, A denotes &

support or base on which a spool B may rest.
C O’ is the U-shaped spool-holding pin,
and ¢ is a projection by which said spool-pin
is attached to said support or base.
The spool-supporting
is smooth, so that the thread can be unob-

—y

surface of the base Al

a9 indicated in dotted lines,

‘chine may of itselt be

‘Dbe thereby

structedly drawn over the same, and is of

oreater extent than the hole through the
spool, said surface being preferably slightly
convex or rounded, as shown in the drawing,
so that loose coils of thread can easily enter
under the spool. | |

The spool-holding pin is preferably U-
shaped, with two arms of unequal lengths.

The depending arm C’, constituting the spool-

holding portion proper thereof, is of such
length that its lower ond is above the surface
of the spool-support A. To allow of the re-
moval or insertion of the spool B, the longer
arm C of the spool-holder is hinged by the
horizontal pivot-pin O to a projection ¢ on
the base-piece A, this construction permit-
ting the spool-holding pin to be turned back,
when the spool
is to be placed in position or removed.
The base or support A is to
the top of the arm of a sewing-machine or to
some other suitable support when in use, or
the top of the
the support or base for
the spool-pin and spool.
 Having thus described m

y invention, I

claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent— | .

A spool-holder consisting of a smooth sup-
port on which the spool may rest and the up-
per surface of which is of greater extent than
the diameter of the hole through the spool,
combined with a U-shaped spool-holding pin
having two arms of unequal lengths, the
shorter of said arms depending above but be-
ing separated from said support, and the
longer of said arms being hinged on a hori-
zontal pivot-pin, whereby when a spool rests
on its support loose coils of thread which
have dropped from said spool may be drawn
beneath the same, and breakage of the thread
avoided, and whereby also the U-
shaped spool-holding pin may be turnedback
for the insertion or removal of the spool.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereanto set my hand this 11th day of
February, 1557. - .

JAMES H. FLETCHER.

Witnesses:
OLIVER DRAKE,
- OscAR A. MICHEL.
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