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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, ALBERT W. BLACK, of

the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,

have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Door-Fasteners, of which the
following 1s a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion. |
My invention relates to a fastening for the

doors of refrigerators, &c.,the object being to

produce a cheap, simple, and ornamental fast-
ening; and my invention consists in features
of novelty hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims. -

Figure I represents a front elevation of my
improved fastening. Fig. Il is a horizontal
section, taken on line II II, Fig. I. Iig. 11l
is a vertical section taken on line 111 III, Kig.
. Tig. IV is a vertical section taken on
lineIV IV, Fig. 1. Fig. Vis a section similar
to Ifig. II, but showing a slight modification.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents part
of a door-frame, and 2 part of a door of a re-
frigerator or other receptacle.

5 represents a plate or bracket secured to
the frame 1, and 6 a plate or bracket secured
to the door 2. Projecting in a horizontal di-
rection from the plate 5 1s a stem 3, and pro-
jecting in a horizontal direction from the plate
6 18 a stem 4.

7 represents a post projecting upwardly
from the outer end of the stem 3, and 8 rep-
resents a post projecting upwardly from the
outer end of the stem 4. The inner face of
the post 7 is provided with an inclined face 16,
as shown in FKig. III. The outer face of the
plate 6 isprovided with an inclined surface 17,
as shown in Fig IV. | |

9 represents a lever provided with a handle
portion 10, and pivoted to the frame 1 by
means of a plate 14, which 1s recessed to re-
ceive a head 13 on a stem 12, formed upon the
lever 9. (See Fig. II.) The lever 9 is capa-
ble of being forced into the position shown
in Fig. I between the posts 7 and 8 and the
plates 5 and 0, or raised from that position
out of engagement with the posts and plates.

The operation is as follows: o fasten the
door, the lever is thrown up into a vertical po-
sition, or with its free end away from the
door 2. The door is then closed and the lever
is thrown over and forced down between the
posts 7 and 8 and the plates 5 and 6. As this
is done, the lever bears against the inelined

- 1

surface 16 of the post 7, and also against the
incline 17 of the plate 6, the result being that
the free end of the lever is forced inward by
the incline 16, and in turn the door is forced
inwardly by the lever bearing against the in-
cline 17 of the plate 6, and thus the door 1s
forced tightly shut, and it will be observed
that the greater the force used in depressing
the lever the more tightly will the door be
pressed against its seat. To open the door,
the lever is raised, and, owing to the inclined
surfaces 16 and 17, its movement is freed at

the commencement of the stroke.

A deviee thus constructed ischeap and dur-
able, may be made quite ornamental, and with
it a door may be as tightly closed as may be
desired.

While T have shown and described the le-
ver 9 and plate 5 with their other parts as
connected to the frame of a door, still it is
obvious that these parts might be connected
to one of a pair of doors, the other door car-
rying the plate 6 and post 8. The same or
practically the same result would be ob-
tained. |

As shown at 20 in Fig. V a plain bevel
may be made between the door and door-
frame, instead of the form of rabbet shown in
Fig. II, and the stem 12 may extend through
the door-frame and be provided with a lever
9 on the inside, so that the fastening can be
manipulated from the inside.

The invention can in a measure be car-
ried out without the use of the incline 17.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a door-fastener, the combination of
the plates provided with posts and a pivoted
lever, one of said posts having an inclined
inner surface and one of said plates having an
inclined outersurface,substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

9. In a door-fastener, the combination of
a pivoted lever, two plates, one of which is
provided with an incline 17, and posts carried
by the plates, one of which is provided with
an inclined face 16, said posts being con-
nected to the plates by means of said stems,
and said lever being pivoted by means of a
plate 14, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

ALBERT W. BLACK.

In presence of—
WILLIAM M. DUNBAR,
C. E. COFFIN. |
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