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Be it known that I, ALMERON M. LANE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Meri-
den, in the county of New Ilaven and State
of Connecticut, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clock Striking Mech-

anisms, of which the following is a specifica-

tion. |

My invention relates to improvements in
clock striking mechanismsof theclass having
the striking mechanism separate from the
time-movement; and the main object of my

improvement is to enable the pointers to be

turned backward at any time.

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1 1s
a front elevation of so much of a time-piece
and striking mechanism as 1s necessary to
illustrate my invention; and Fig. 2 is a side
elevation of the same, with some of the parts
in section.

My invention is in the nature of an im-
provement upon the clock striking mechan-
ism patented to me May 14, 1839, in Patent
No. 403,275, and it is applicable to any clock
striking mechanism of the same class. |

A designates the clock-case, containing an

~ordinary time-movement B, and having upon

30

35

40

45

its center shaft 3 a cam 4 for operating the
striking mechanism at regular intervals—as,
for instance, each half-hour. Upon the front
of the movement-plate, and so as to be en-
caged by said cam, is a tripping-lever 5, the
lower end of which lever is engaged by an up-
ward projection 6 from thelock-work shaft 7 of
an ordinary clock striking mechanism. The
frame C of this mechanism 1s shown as ar?
ranged in the base underneath the clock, and
inasmuch as the striking mechanism 1s of an
ordinary construction and well known I con-
sider a further illustration and specific de-
seription thereof unnecessary.

The tripping-lever 5, instead of being lim-
ited against moving in one direction by a stop,
as in my aforesaid patent, is free to be moved
in either direction, and the cam 4 is made

Fa—

with like faces upon both sides, so as to read-
ily disengage said tripping-lever when turned
in either direction. I control the position of
the tripping-lever 5 by means of a double
spring 8, secured by the screw 9, so as to hold
its middle portion in a stationary position on
the front of the clock, and with 1fs two arms
pressing upon opposite sides of the stud 10
on the front of said tripping-lever 5, so that
whichever way the lever is moved one or the

other arms of said spring will have a tend-
ency to return said lever to its normal posi-

tion, where it will be held by both arms of
said spring. The upward projection 6 of the
lock-wire shaft 7 is normally held in position
by the eclock striking mechanism. If the
clock-pointers are turned backward, the cam
4 engages the tripping-lever 5 and swings the
lower end of said lever-away from the projec-
tion 6, and as soon as the cam has passed said
lever it is restored and held in its normal po-
sition by the force of the spring. When the
cam engages said lever, as the pointers are

‘moved forward by hand or by the running of

the time-piece, the lever is moved in a direc-
tion to pressitslower end against the upward
projection 6,s0 as to move said projection and
lock-work shaft to raise the warning-wire, as
in ordinary clock striking mechanisms, and
when the cam slips off to release sald lever it
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perniits said striking mechanism to strike the

hour or half-hour in the ordinary mannetr.

I claim as my invention—

The combination of a time-movement hav-
ing the cam 4, bell-striking mechanism, the
intermediate tripping-lever 5, free to swing in
both directions, and the double spring for
holding said tripping-lever in its normal po-
sition, substantially as described, and for the
purpose specified.

ALMERON M. LANLE.

Witnesses:
JAMES SIIEPARD,
JouxN EDWARDS, Jr.
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