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To all whomy it ay concern.:
Beit known that I, CHARLES E. RIC‘HARDS
a citizen of the U nlted States, residing at the

city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and.

State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Fastenings for Burial-
Caskets, of which the following is a specifica-
tiomn. |

My present invention is an improvementof
the mechanism which I have described and

claimed in patent application Serial No.

302,859, which I caused to be filed on the 11th
day of March, 1889, for an improvement in
fasteners for coffins, which was allowed on the
13th day of April, 1889.

The nature of the improvement is herein-
after fully described, illustrated in the accom-
panymﬂ' drawings, "md subsequenﬂy pointed
out in the claim.

Figure 1 is a view illustrating part of a
buual casket and the fastening mechamsm
with my improvement att&ched Figs. 2, 3,
and 4 are detail sectional views illustmting
the same in different positions.

In the drawings, 0 designates a part of the

side of a burial-casket, and ¢ a part of lhe

cover thereof.

» designates a metallic plate fastened upon
the edfre of the casket over a mortise. In
this plate is cut an L-shaped mortise desig-
nated by o/, and a notch designated by o, as
illustrated. There should be four of these—

- two on either side—so disposed that they will
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be near the ends of the casket.

e designates a catch of the form illus-
trated. This cateh is fastened by its base ¢
to the edge of the casket-cover. "There are
four of these catches, disposed and arranged
to engage the mortisesin the plates p, so that
it 'they be all put in the wide part of the
slots o’ and then slipped with the cover until
the necks of the catches come into the nar-
row parts of the slots the cover will be firmly
held in the casket. To prevent the necks of

the catches from slipping out of the narrow
parts of the slots, the head ¢’7 of the spring

k

¢’ drops into the notch o. When this spring
¢’ is lifted upward, so as to bring its head out

of engagement from the noteh o, the necks of

the ea,tches may be slipped out into the wide
part of the slot o’. Then the cover may be
lifted off entirely, or it may be raised by one
edge, the catchon the edge acting as a hinge,
untll it assumes the pomtlon llluﬁtmted in
Kig. 4.

Thus far the device is as described and
claimed in my said patent. It has been
found, however, that the weight of the lid

i make% the ﬁbels of the cloth w 1th wlhich the

casket is covered interlock each other where
the lid and the edge of the casket come to-
ogether. From this interlocking sometimes
arises considerable difficulty in removing the
lid or in putting it on. It 18 to obvmte this
that I have invented my present improve-
ment, whieh is as follows: Atthe back of the
catch e, upon the plate ¢, I provide a lug /1,
which, when the lid is slipped forwar d to
bring the neck of the catch into the narrow

| part of the L.-shaped slot, slips upon the cloth

covering, prevents the fibers of the cloth upon
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the adjacent surfaces from interlocking when -

the neck of the catch is in the narrow palt of

said slot, binds upon the plate p, and pre-
vents the cover from being or becoming loose
on the casket, and thus I am enabled to keep
the cover tlfrht until the casket has been used

for an 1r1t61 ment.

What I claim as my invention, :md desire

to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

In a casket-fastener, the combmamon with
the catch ¢ and plate ¢, of the lug 7 and the
keeper-plate p, wherein the said catch is fast-
ened and whereon the said lug impinges, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. RICHARDS.
Witnesses: | |
FREDK. W. RUBIEN,
THOMAS SMITH,
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