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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, WILLARD A. DATES, a
citizen of the United States;residing at Prince-
ton, in the county of Washington and State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Harness-Pads; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a fuall,

clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in harness-pads of
that class made and sold separate and de-
signed to Dbe afterward secured under the
saddle; and the object of the invention is to
provide a pad of this class of an improved
form that can be readily adjusted to accom-
modate itself to the contour of the animal, so
that in use it will be much more comfortable
and less liable to gall the horse.

The invention is designed as an 1mprove-
ment upon the device disclosed in my appli-
cation for patent filed February 7, 1659, Se-
rial No. 299,060; and it consists, principally,
in providing a saddle-pad composed of two
inflexible pads united by a flexible connec-
tion and having a rocker or support at or near
the center of each pad to give a rocking move-
ment to the ends of the pads te and from the
saddle. I provide a sheet-metal pad of 1m-
proved form and equipped with a stiffener to
prevent the rocker or support from crushing
or bending the sheet-metal pad. The upper
layer of the support is formed with an up-
ward curve at each end and has a rigid pro-
jecting pin on its under side to enter a hole
extending downward through the retaining-
strap, the layers of the rocker, and the core
or stiffener. A support thusconstructed will
not be liable to allow the pad to move from
under the saddle. |

Other novel features will he hereinaftex
more particularly described, shown in the

drawings, and then particularly pointed out

in the appended clalms. |

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked therdon, form a part

5 of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1is a side view of a saddle provided

with my improved pads, parts being broken

the construection. _
of the padsremoved. Fig.3isa cross-section
through the pad on the line « z of Fig. 2. Fig.

away and others in section to better illustrate
IFig. 2 is a plan view of one

4 is a diagonal section through the line ¢ ¥
of the same ficure. Kig. 5 is a diagonal sec-
tion through the line z 2
Fig. .6 is a perspective view showing the
manner of connecting the strap, support, and
rocker to the pad.

Referringnow to the details of the drawings
by letter, A designates an ordinary gig-sad-
dle, and B3 represents my improved pad at-
tached thereto. o

It is well known that an animal’s back has
not the same curvature where the rearward
part of the saddle bears that it has where the
forward part bears; nor has 1t the same curve
where the upper end bears that it has where
the lower end bears. I therefore construct
my pad with different degrees of curve for
the rearward and forward parts and for the
upper and lower parts. These different de-
orees are illustrated in Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 of
the drawings. As will be seen from these
figures, transversely through the pad there is
considerable curve, while from .through the
line % 7 it is much less. Through the line 2
z the inner or under side 1s cut away to a
convex form, being more or less convex where
the back is more or less curved. This pad 18
formed of a wooden or other suitable inflexi-

Dble core C,covered with zing, attached thereto

in any suitable manner. Zinc is preferred
on account of its healing properties; but other
analogous materials may be used. Two of
these pads are attached to the ornamental
back D, which I make after the usual manner
of constructing thin housing-pads.

I am aware that harness-pads have hereto-
fore been made of sheet metal, and therefore
make 1o claim, broadly, to such construction.

The pad has attached thereto upon the out-
side of the ornamental back a bloek or keeper
I, formed with keepers f at the ends,through
which passes the retaining-strap G, formed
with buckle and perforated tongue, by means
of which the pad is attached to the saddle, as
shown in Tig. 1. EKach of these blocks or
keepers is designed to retain a plurality of
blocks of leather, metal, wood, or other suit-
able material, as shown at I in Figs. 1 and 0.

of the said Fig. 2.
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K is a curved metallic plate, provided with | the back and the core and covering, of a

a rigid pin I., which is designed to pass
throuﬂ'h a sultable hole in the Stra,p, through

holes in the blocks I, through the keeper ::md
through the or namental baek: and info a hole
1n the_ core of the pad. This eurved plece or
rocker 1s placed above the strap, as shown,
and has its ends curved upward, as shown.

If desired, the keeper that secures the lay-

ers of the buppmt may be dispensed with and
the cross pieces or layers of the support se-

cured to the pad by means of pins or screws.

While the core is mentioned as being made
of wood, I do not wish to confine myﬁ-elf 10
such material, as other inflexible substances
may be employed—such, for instance, as sheet
metal—in which case it would of course be
made thinner and concave on the inner side,
and the parts of the keeper that extend across
the pad would have to be made of a curved
form to conform to Lhe curved shape of the
stiffener or core.

- The pin of the upper curved layer of the
support or rocker may be made rigid with
the layer or pass loosely through it, hm ing a
head rounded on the under side to allow of
parts. When the pin is

rigid with the rocker, the holes in the other
palts should be. slw'hﬂ} larger than the pin
to allow of movement of the parts.

What I claim as new is—

1. The combination,in a harness-pad, with

keeper on said back, a retaining-strap on said
keeper, and a curved metallic plate secured
above the strap with i1ts ends free, substan-
tially as shown and described. -

2. The combination, in a harness-pad, with
the back,the inflexible core, and the covering

thereof, of the keeper, the layers of the sup-

port in said keeper, the strap on said layers,
and the carved rocker on the said layers, and
provided with a rigid pin passed vertically

through holes in the strap, layers, keeper,

back, “and core, sub%antmlly as shown and
desel ibed. S

3. In a roc]z:e]*-quppmt for %addleﬂp.;tds, the
Improved rocker herein described, consisting
of a layer curved to form a retammmseat f01
the saddle and an outer layer prowded with
loops for the retaining-straps, and the under
side of the curved layel adapted to rock upon
the outer layers of the rocker to give a rock-
ing motion to the pads in the duectmn of the
Sldes of the pads to and from the saddle, sub-
stantially as shown, and for the purpose set
forth. |

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

WILLARD A. BATES.
Witnesses: -
JOSEPH LAWLER,
HOWARD A. IHORSMAN,
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