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To all whom it MY CONCETTL:
‘Be it known that I, HENRY C. PRATT, of
Canandaigua, in the county of Ontario and

State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Fences; and

I do hereby declare the following to be atull,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention has forits object toprovide
an improved wire-fence post orstay, by means
of which a fence can be easily and rapidly
put up or taken down at slight cost.

The invention therefore consists in a post
or stay having certain novel details of con-
strucliion and combinations and arrange-
ments of parts, to be hereinafter described,
and pointed out particularly in the claimsat
the end of this specification. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is
a perspective view of a fence employing

posts or stays constructed in accordance with

my invention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of
one of the posts or stays. Fig. 3 is a horl-

zontal sectional view through the top of one

~of the stakes constituting the base of the
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- fence,

post and the attached post. Fig.4 isan edge
view, Fig. 2. TFig. 5 is a perspective of one
of the pivoted hooks, and Fig. 6 a stmnilar
view of one of the stationary hooks from the
inside. Fig. 7 is a horizontal section of the
stay or post. * _

Similar letters of reference in the several
ficures indicate the same parts.

The posts or stays, as the case may be, the
construction of each being similar, are pref-
erably formed of straight strips A, prefer-
ably of wood or otherlight material of the req-
nisite strength and of such length as to ex-
tend from the top to the bottom wires of the
On one side of each strip A are rig-
idly secured a series of hooks B, the points
b* of which are turned back beyond the edge
of the strip to prevent the accidental escape
of the wire when the stay is at right angles
thereto, the entrance of the wire being per-
mitted by turning or twisting the points of
the hooks sidewise from the strip, as illus-
trated clearly in Fig. 4, wherein it will be
seen that by turning the stay at an angle or

with its side toward the wire, catching each |

| wire in its hook, then turning the stay out

to normal position again, each wire will be
held securely within its hook, and cannot es-
cape until the stay is again turned to one

side. Now, in order to prevent the stay be-

ing accidentally thus turned back so asto re-
lease the wires, a hook D is pivoted on the
opposite side of the stay, which is adapted,
when the stay is in position, to be caughtover
one of the wires, as shown clearly in Kig. 2.
Were the hook D made of such length as

"to easily pass over its wire there might be

danger of its accidental release, and in order
to prevent such a mishap a small oblique

noteh or depression d? (that is to say, deeper

on one side than the other) is formed in the
edge of the stay adjacent said hook, into
which the wire may be sprung as the hook is

passed over the same, the tension of the re-

maining wires preventing the stay from turn-
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ing in this direction, as they will take a bear-

ing against the flat edge. Tofurtherincrease
the security in this direction, the hook itselt

is provided with a somewhat deeper recess
at . |

When the support is adapted for use as a
post, suitable stakes E are driven into the
oround attheproperintervalson thelineof the
fence, each being provided with one or more
turn-bolts F, having the curved T-heads f,
which pass through corresponding slots In
the post, and are adapted to draw the post
and stake firmly together when given a half-
turn.

ployed to prevent the sidewise movement of
the post, the other turn-bolt being ample to
bind the post and stake together.
thus employed as posts, they are applied to
the wires and then secured to the stakes, as

the stays are necessarily turned slightly to

get the wires in place. |
The preferred form of hook adapted to be
permanently and rigidly attached to oneside
of the stay is shown in Fig. 6, and consists
of a base portion B’ and a hook portion b,
with lugs or projections b* on the inside of
the base portion, to prevent the turningof the
hook when fastened by a single screw pass-
ing through the central opening 0° as shown.
The forward projection b is preferably flat ox
wedge shape, and is adapted to rest against

In lieu of one of the turn-bolts on a
| low fence, a simple projection G may be em-

When
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the front edge of the stay to properly posi-
tion the hook thereon for the reception of the
wire. The hook portion itself is, as before
stated, twisted or bent outward, as shown, to
facilitate the entrance of the wire. The piv-
oted hooks, only one of which is preferably
employed on each stay, is shown in Fig. 5,
wherein 1t will be seen that, instead of pro-
viding lugs or projectionson the inside, such

side is made straight and smooth to obtain a

broad bearing againstthe surface of thestay,
and is provided with an extension d’ on the
side of the pivot opposite to the hook, to af-
ford an additional bearing and security
agalnst all danger of the hooks being pulled
off sidewise by rough handling, either in
transit or when in position on the fence.

It is obvious that all of the supports need
not be provided with slots for the T-headsof
the turn-bolts, and, if desired, the stays may
be used in connection with other posts than
those herein described, or the lower ends

driven directly into the ground, and while I |

have described my invention _Wlth reference
to specific forms of mechanical devices it is
obvious thatsuch devices can be considerably.
changed and modified without departing from
the spirit of my invention—as, for instance,

= the strip-and stationary hooks, instead of be-
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ing fastened together, may be made in one |

piece—and therefore I do not wish to be lim-
ited to the exact construction shown.
Havmn' thus described my invention, what

I claim as new is—
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‘1. A post or stay for wire fences, having a
series of wire-retaining hooks secured rigidly
to one side, with the hook portion substan-
tially in line with the edge, and a pivoted
wire-retaining hook on the opposite side,
whereby a space is left between the opposite
hooks and the twisting of the post or stay
with relation to the wires is pr evellted sub-
btantlally as described.

. The combination, with a St&y provided
WIth a series of hooks for retaining the wires |

of afenceand havingslots, as bhOWII of astake

“having one or more tum bolts Wlth T-heads
- adapted to securing the strips and stakes to-

gether, substantially as shown and deseribed.

3. Ina fence post or stay, the combination,
with the strip, of the series of hooks 1111'1(:11}7
mounted on one side thereof, with the end

turned back beyond the edge of the strip, and

424,498

| the pivoted hook on the opposite side of said

strip for retaining the strip in the proper an-
gular position with relation to the wire, sub-
stantlally as described.

4. In a fence post or stay, the combination,
with the strip, of theseries of hooks mounted
Oon one side thereof, with the ends of the hooks
twisted or bent away from the side of the
stay to permit of the entrance of the wires
when the stay is turned at an angle thereto,
and to prevent the escape of such wires when
the stay is turned back to normal position,
substantially as described. -

5. In a fence post or stay, the combination,
with the strip, of a series of hooks mounted
on one side thereof, with the ends of the hooks
turned back beyond the edge of the strip and
bent away from the side thereof to permit
of the entrance of the wire, as deseribed, and
the pivoted hook on the opposﬂse side to pre-
vent the turning of the stay, substantially as
described.

6. The combination,with the hook D,having
the recess d, of the sta,y or post plOVldE‘d with
a notch for receiving the wire, said notch be-
ing located in front of the point at which the

hook is pivoted, substantially as described.

7. In a fence postor stay, the combination,
with the strip and the series of wire-retaining
hooks mounted on one side thereof, of the
pivoted hook on the opposite side, said strip
being provided with a notch adjacent said
pivoted -hook to permit of the wire being
sprung in under the same, substantially as de-
seribed.

8. In a fence postor stay, the combination,
with the strip and the seriesof wire-retaining
hooks mounted on one side thereof, of the piv-
oted hook on the opposite side, said strip be-
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ing provided with a notch cut obliquely from

the stationary hook to the pivoted hook, with

the deepest side adjacent the pivoted hook to

permit of the wire being sprung in under the
same, substantially as described.
9. A hook for wir e-fence posts or stays, hav-

ing the base with the projections orlugs there-

on .:md the hook portion twisted or bent out
of the plane of such base, substantially as de-
Sellbed
H. C. PRATT.
Witnesses: |
FRANK A. DE GRAFF,
RALPH M. WILLIAMS.
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