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To all whom it may concern:

e it known that I, JoaN I MORRIS, a citi-
zen of the nited Statles, and a resident of
the city of Cineinnati, in the county of IHam-

ilton and State of Ohio, have invented cer-

tain new and usefal hnprovements in Tablets
for Telephones and other Articles, of which
the following is a specification. |
The several features of my invention and
the various advantages arising from their
use eonjointly or othe

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specifieation, Figure 1 1s a side
elevation of a tablet embodying my invention
and showing its application to the side of the
box containing the battery of the telephone
at one end of the telephonie line. Fig. 2 1s a
vertical central eross-section of the upper por-

tion of a writing-tablet, taken at theline 22 of

Fig, 3. ¥ig. 3 is a view 1n perspective of a

tablet enmod},mu my invention. Ifig. 415 a
perspective view of a modification of my de-
vice, Ifig.) is a central section of the maJor
part of the device shown in Fig. 4.0 Tig. 6
shows one meansof applyingthe Tevice “Sh{)”ﬁ"ﬂ
in IFig. 4 to a telephone.

While my invention is applicable in many
situations and for many purposces, it is prima-
rily adapted for use in connection with tele-
nhones and that class of speaking-tubes and
the like where one hand of the operator is
cngaged with the tube through which sound
is transmitted to the car. Thus, in the case
of the telephone, one hand of the receiver of
messages is ordinarily employed in holding
the telephone to the ear, and in the case of
many speaking-tubes one hand is employed in
holding an elastic tube to the car or 1n press-
ing back a diaphragm which, impellied by
spring-pressure, automatically closes the tube
whenever the hand of the operator is with-
drawn from it. _

- A indicates a small table, preferably in-
clined, as shown. This table is suitably sup-
ported on legs or by brackets attached to the
wall or adgacent S‘uppmt In the case of the
telephone the box M, containing the battery,
is ordinarily pr esent and located a short dis-
tance below the transmitter N. To the side

rwise will be apparent
from the following deseriplion and claims.
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trative instance attached by means of the
angular brackets K, secured to the tablet at
or near that edge of the tablet which is adja-
cent to the hﬂttel}—-bm M, In the drawings
the brackets are shown attached to the 1111(161
side of the tablet in proximity to said edge,

- one bracket being located near the upper end
- of the {ablet and the other bracket being lo-

cated near the lower end of said tablét, one
angular face of each tablet bearing ﬂgauwt

 the battery-box M of the tel cphoue,, and the

brackets being secured to the tablet and to
the said battery-box M by means ol screws.

Another very desirable means of support-
ing the table A in position is that shown in
Figs, fand 5, wherethe brackets areadapted

for attachment to the wall a-dj acent to the tele-

phone. These brackets IX’ consist of the ver-

tical wall-plate /&, fromwhich the lugs i and
J? extend in an oblique direction, an d between
which the table A is inserted and preferably
held by a serew. At the sides of the tablet
are sccured two brackets E, parallel to each
otherandatasufficient distanceapart to freely

admit between them a roll of paper of the de-

siredwidth foruse in connection with the said

tablet. Intheformshown in Fig.1the brack-
cts are placed beneath the ta,blet but 1n the
form shown in ¥ig. 4 they are e above the tab-
fet. The endof ea(,h bracket is provided with
anopening ¥, constituting the bearing forthe
journal eof the roller 11, carrying the roll P of
paper. Entrance to the ;]0111*11511 -bearing K’ is
provided by the opening E?, whose direction
varies to suit the p()‘lelOIl of the roll of paper
P, (1llustrated in Ifigs. and+.) Therolleror
axis I, which 15 to sup])mt the paper-roll, at
cach end terminates, preferably, in the dimin-
ished portion 117, fomnnn a journal.

In adjusting the paper and roller Il into po-
sition the roller II is first passed through the
central opening present in the paper-mllﬂ of
this character,andthepaper-rollis then passed
between the 1)1 ackets K H, and each journal
117 is introdueced into its respeective adjacent
bearing E’ through the adjacent slot E*. The
end of “the mllel ‘being larger than the open-
ing E’ of the bearing, and the roller proper
bo] ng between the bl*ac,ket'%h K, ihe brackets
will plevf,nt the roller from slipping longi-

‘of this box the tablet is in the present illus- | tudinally out of the paper -roll. Thewe wht of
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the paper-roll and the roller I1 serve to keep | lies flat ther eupon and is held firmly in posi-

the journal IT” of the roller in position in their

respective bearings.

For the purpose of preventing the paper-
rollfromunwinding toorapidly from theroller,

a brake is employed, of any suitable deserip-
tion, one form of which is shown in the draw-

ings, and consists of arod I'%, provided at each
~end with an arm P

The upper free end of
each of the arms I ispivoted at I/ in its ad-
jacent bracket E. Thus the brake-rod I* is
free to oscillate on its pivots at L.
The spring to press the rod It against the
roll of paper P consists of an elastie rod G,

‘made of spring metal, and wound once around
", one end G’ of the spring

the pivotal rod ¥
bearing against the tablet and the other end
G* of said spring being wound around its ad-
Jacent arm F of the brake ¥ The tendeney
of each of these springs at each end of the
brake 1s to press the brake I* against the pa-
per, the arms G' G* of each of the springs

continually endeavoring to separate, thus

transmitting their pressure to the brake I~
The upper end A® of the preferred form of
tablet 1s rounded, so that paper drawn from
the roll may pass up and around said end and
down upon the tablet without 111‘1due frie-
tiomn. | | |
Each upper corner of the tablet is provided
with an extension-piece A’, and between these

extenswns and secured therefo extends a md |

D, the rod D being at a sufficient distance
from the rounded end A of the tablet to al-

low the paper to pass between the saidrod D

and thesaid end A®of the tablet. Therod D
prevents the paper from buckling away from
the end A®of the tablet, and assists in keep-
ing it in position between the extensions A’
A’ of the tablet.

Near the upper end of the tablet is located
the guide-rod C. This guide-rod is secured
at each end of the tablet, and between said

- guide-rod Cand the uppersurfaceof the tab-
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let there is a slight space left sufficient to al-
low one thickness of paper from the roll P to
readily pass. The rod C is quite near to the
tablet and keeps the paper beneath it close
down to the tablet.

At the lower end of the tablet is a cross-
bar B, secured at each end to the iablet, and,
like the rod C,raised just farenoungh to allow

a single thickness of the roll to pass without
undue friction and at the same time holding

the sheet of paper against the upper surface

of the tablet. The lower edge is angular,
preferably sharp, and opemtes as a knife.

- The mode in which my improved tablet is .
~utilized is asfollows, viz:

paper of the roll is carried up and over the

rounded end of the tablet and between the
The end of the pa-~

said end and the rod 1.
per is next carried down upon the upper suz-
iace of the tablef, first under the guide-rod €,
and then under t_.he knife-bar 3. The paper,

lying upon the upper surface of the tablet, I of said %1)1111

knife-bar 3, and it is cut off by the latter.

received from the telephone or tube.
way the tablet can be utilized for the recep-

located at the upper end of the table

The free end of the

tion. Tt is now in readiness to receive any
memorandum to be written thereon by the
person at the telephoneorspeaking tube, and
as he receives the message from said tcle
phone or tube the tablet mtmds him a con-

[ venient opportunity for writing down what

he hears, the tablet holding iho paper firmly
in pomtlon and allowing the olauatm the en-
tire use of his hand For writing down the
message upon the paperon the tablet. After
the message has been received and written

‘down the operator draws down that portion

of the paper containing the message until it
has passed below the mee bar B. Ile then
raises that portion ot the paper below the
At
the same time that he has thus drawn down
and cut off that portion of paper containing
the message a fresh portion of paper has ap-
peared on the tablet in readiness for him to
write down a second message, which shall be

tion of any number of Successive messazes

In this
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by any one operator or by a number of par-

ties in turn using the telephone or tube.
While the various features of my inven-

tion are preferably employed together, one or

more of said features may be used without
the remainder, and, in so far as applicable,
one or more of said features may be used in
connection with writing-tablets other than
the specific entirvety hereinbefore deseribed.

What T elaim as new and of myinvention,
anl desire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A writing-tablet A, having on its upper
surface knife-har B, located near its lower
end, and the guide-bar C, located near its up-
per end, and the supplemental guide-bar 1),
t, 111 con-
nection with a paper-roll suitably supported,
substantially as and for the purposes speci-
ﬁed |

2. A writing-tablet provided at its lower
end with a frmde bar B, located over the
paper and allowing the paper to be torn up-
ward, and at its upper end having a guide-
bar €, in combination with a paper-roll suit-
ably supported, and a brake consisting of the
richt-angled frame F 1%, whose ends are piv-
oted in the sides of the {rame kK, and whose
cross-bar I'* rests upon the roller H, and a
spring for pressing said brake-rod I'*against
the said roller, substantially as and for the

- PUrPOSES Spe(-iﬁed.

3. A writing-tablet provided at its lower
end with a guide-bar B, located over the
paper, and at its upper end having a guide-
bar {, in combination with a paper-roll suait-
ably supported, and & brake consisting of the
right-angled frame I 1'%, whose ends are piv-
oted in the sides of the Trame E , and whose

cross-bar I'? rests upon the roller I, and a
Spl‘ll]“‘ G, bent around the pivot I’
pressing on the q{ud frame I

, one end
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F? and the other bearing against I_the tablet,
substantially as and for the purposes specified.

4. In a writing-tablet having hangers E E,
provided with journal-bearings E’ B’ anden- | |

trance E*thereto, and roller H, provided with

Journals H’, of smaller diameter than the

roller, the paper being mounted upon said
roller H, and suitable brake, as ¥ the writ-
ing-tablet provided at its upper surface with

the guide-bar C and the knife-bar B, and the

supplemental guide-bar D, located at the up-

per end of the tablet, the upper end of the

tablet being rounded, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

5. A writing-tablet A, having on its upper |
surface the knife-bar B and guide-bar C, and

the supplemental guide-bar D, located at the

upper end of the tablet, and the brackets K

and brake F? substantially as

and for the
purposes specified. -

the supplemental gnide-bar D, extending over
the said rounded end of the tablet at a slight
distance therefrom and secured to said ex-

‘tensions, and gnide-bar C on the top of the

tablet and near itsupper end, and the bar B

purposes specified. S _
' - JOHN B. MORRIS.
Atiest: |

K. SMITH, |

G. A. W. PAVER.

8

' K, h&_nger’s E E, roller H : -suppor?fed ‘therein , |

20

6. A writing-tablet provided with exten-
| sion end pieces A’ A’, projecting beyond the
rounded end intermediate between them, and

on the tablet near its lower end, and supports 3o
for the paper-roll, substantially as and for the
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