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To all whom it may concern:

of the city of New Ymk,, in the county and
State of New York, a citizen of the United
States, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail - Bag Fasteners, of
which the following 1s a speelﬁeatlon

This invention 1elates to that class of de-
vices which are used for closing or fastening
the mouths of mail-bags, pouehes, and similar
receptacles, the object being to provide a
speedy and convenient means for closing the
mouth of mail-bags, pouches, and sacks and
for facilitating the opening of the same.

I'he invention consists in the peculiar ar-

rangement of serrated and spring-actuated
jaws that are pivoted in opposite directions
to each other to a central partition of a me-
tallic case, the handles of the jaws projecting

through a top opening of the case, while the

cords or straps pass at opposite sides of the
partition and in opposite directions to each
otherthrough openingsat the ends of the case
to the outside.

The invention consists, secondly, of slotted

ears made integral with the case and adapted

to support a detachable lexible label-plate
for indicating the direction of the mail-bag.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

represents a side view of a mail-bag with my’
improved fastener attached thereto. Fig. 2
18 a side view of the fastener on a larger Seale,

- Fig. 38, a vertical longitudinal sectlon of the
- same, and Fig. 4 a plan Wlth parts broken
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away.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A in the drawings represents an oblong
case, which is made of cast metal or smmped
of suitable sheet metal. _
eted to the rear plates A’ and attached in a

‘suitable manner to the mouth of the mail-bag

or other article in connection with which the
fastener is to be used. Thecase Aisdivided
by a longitudinal partition-plate ¢ into two
compartments,inwhich are arranged serrated
jaws B B, one on each side of the partition,
that are pwoted to separate fransverse pins

- bbb of thecase A, The jaws B B are arranged

1n opposite directions to each other and .;wted

upon by 51)11110‘5 B? that are placed around | case e1thel by casting or stammno’

‘eners heretofore in use.

The case A 18 riv-

B B extend 1n opposite directions through a
top opening a’ of the case A, so that by press-
ing the handles toward each other the jaws
are lifted against the pressure of their springs.
The cords C C’ of the mail-bag which is to
be locked by the fastener are passed in oppo-
site directions to each other through the case
A—one at one side, the other at the other side,
of the partition a—the cords entering and
leaving the case byend openings ¢? asshown
cleally in Fig. 3. By the described disposi-

| the pivots 6. The handles B’ B’ of the jaws .
Beit known that I, FERDINAND V. HOFELE,
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tion of the cords and jaws the mail-bag can

be quickly and conveniently closed by ﬁ.imply
pulling the cordsin opposite direction through
the fastener in the same manner as when the

by its strings. At the moment When the
cords are 1eleaser1 they are locked in position
by the jaws, which exert their full force. As

mouth of the tobacco or other bag is closed
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the cords are guided independently of each

other and pu]led in opposite directions, they
are not liable to get twisted one around the

| other, so as to plevent proper working of the

fastener until the cords have been separatecl
from each other; as has been the case in fast-

cords move In opposite directions the bag can
be closed more conveniently and L1ght1y than
when the cords run in the same dlvectlon, as
the operator, grasping one cord in one hand
and the other cord in the other hand, can ap-
ply his strength easily in opposite dnectlons,
and the bag will pucker uniformly on oppo-
site sides of the lock, and thereby close more
closely. -
When it is desired to open the mail-bag,
all that 1s required 18 to press the handles to-
gether, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2,
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Moreover, when the
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whereby the jaws are raised and released .

from the cords, so that the bag opens auto-
matically by the tension of itscontents on the
cords.
clamps, the h::md]es can be grasped between
the thumb and fingerand released with greater

facility than the baﬂ‘afﬂstenels 1n WhIC]l the -

- Owing to the opposed positions of the
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jaws are both released in the same direction.
The front of the case A is provided at the

top and side edges with projecting and slotted
ears d d, thh are made mteﬂ'ml with the

T'hese
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- slotted ears d d serve for supporting a metal-

- by also as a direction-tag, so that the separate
‘wooden or other tags heretofore in use for
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lic flexible label-plate D, that is attached by

projecting lugs d’ to the case A.

- "T'he label-plate D is marked with the name
of the place to which the bag is destined to

be sent. The fastening device serves there-

this purpose can be dispensed with,
The lugs on the label-plate and the slotted

~ears on the case serve to lock the label-plate

in position and prevent accidental detach-

- Iam aware that mail-bag fasteners made
of a two-part case having end openings for

the cords and a top opening for the jaw-levers

- havebeenused heretofore,and I donot, broad-
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1y, claim these fasteners. L
Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by. Letters

Patent— | | B
The combination of a bag, a cord for clos-

ing said bag, a fastener-case attached to said

424,419 -

| bag, provided with a longitudinal partition, a

top opening and end openings, and spring-
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actuated pivoted jaws disposed in opposite

directions in said case on opposite sides of

said partition and provided with handles pro-

jecting through the top opening thereof and

normally inelined in opposite  directions to-

ing horizontally in opposite directions through

sald case from end to end thereof on opposite
sides of said partition and being engaged by
said jaws, one of the free ends of the cord

. 30
‘ward the ends of said case, said cord extend- B
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projecting from the case at one end thereof

and the other free end projecting from the
case at the opposite end thereof.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as = -
my invention I have signed my namein pres- 40

ence of two subseribing witnesses.

FERDINAND W. HOFELE.

 Witnesses:

M. REIMHERR,
- JOHN A. STRALEY.
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