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To a,ZZ whom' it may concermn:

Be itknown that I, MARSHALL OT1s WEST, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pmt
Chester, in the county ot Westchester and
ntate of New York, have invented certain new
and usefal Implovements in Shirts; and I do

hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
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and exact deseription of the mventlon such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to shirts.

IHeretofore it has been common to m.-;ﬂ{e
shirts wholly of woven fabrie, known as “ cot-
ton” or “linen” shirtings, when laundered
cuffs and bosoms were required.
been common to provide the necks and front
openings of knit shirts—generally worn as

undershirts-—with mere bmdmﬂ*s Or Narrow

facings of woven goods.

The object of thls invention is to combine
the advantages of a knit close-fitting under-
shirt with such portions of a woven shirt as
require to be starched and ironed—to wit, the
wrist and collar bands and the bosom. ,

To this end my invention consists in the

construction and combination of parts form-.

ing ashirt, hereinafter described and claimed,

reference being had to the accompanying |
1 are not for the purpose of supporting the

drawings, in which—
Figure I represents one of my shirts in po-
51131011 for service; Fig. II, a portion of the

- back of the same; Fio 111, a stiffener, and
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Fig, IV a cross-section “of the back opening.
The body 5 and arms 6 of the shirt are made

of knit goods, either in tubular webs cut to the

lenf}*ths 1eq1111ed or in sheet goods cut and
sewed to form, or they may be given the re-
quired form by any process ]z;uown for the
manipulation of knit goods.

7 represents a neekband 3 the wristbands,
and 9 the bosom, which are all made of any

“woven goods smta,ble to be starched and

50O

ironed in laundering-—such, for example, as
linen or cotton shirtings. At the wrists and
neck 1 prefer to chqpeme with the ribbed

work common to those portions of under-

shirts, because in my style of shirt it is not
desirable to have the sleeves and neck hug
the person so closely as in common. under-
shirts. This shirt may be made like other

shirts, either with open front, open back, or

It has also

I

|

open both flOIlt and back. The body of ela‘%—

tic knit goods, hugging to the form of the
person and secured by stitching to the edges

and lower end of the non- elastlc woven boaom
holdsthe latterstretched more smoothly them

a common woven shirt-body can do; and the

elastic knit arms, also clinging to the person,
do not fill the coat—-sleeve, but le:awe it to shde
freely and comfortably on the person’s arm.
The knit goods may be thick or thin, as re-,
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quired, so that this shirt may serve for both

upper and under shirt in winter or summer.

W hen the shirt is made open at the back, the .

edges of the back-opening require to be Stiff-

ened to prevent their gaping apart, and there- -

by not only exposing the person, but failing
to draw on the edges of the bosom. Kor thlS‘
purpose I plovlde stiffeners 10, as shown 1in
Figs. III and IV, made of thin steel stri 1ps or
othel material, which is flexible and elastic
flatwise and stl T edgewise. Kor these stiff-
eners pockets or Sheaths 11, in or near the
edges of the back at the opening, so locate the
sheaths that they OVGIIEIJP, in order to en-

tirely close the opening when the neckband

is buttoned. The stiffeners may be drawn
out when the shirt is to be laundered and be
returned after that is done. These stiffeners
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shirt, and thereby the body of the wearer, in

form, as in corsets; nor are they deblwned to
.1101(:1 the goods extended smoothly alonﬂ‘ the

stiffener; but their action is to stay the goods
against be:{nﬁ' drawn transversely or edgewise
to the sti: Tenel These stiffeners Should be
of the consistency of metal, wood, bone, hard
rubber, or some material of similar 11@*1(:111337
that may be made into smooth straighi~edged
strips, which may be removed flcm he
sheaths and retain their shape. Cloth, felt,

| cordage, &c., would not accomplish tne P

pose and would not be an equivalent. I Ofe-
fer to bind or face the edges 12 of the. sleeve-

essential to my invention.

A shirt of this style will fit persons of diff
ent sizes and forms without straining or form-
ing wrinkly bunches at the ar m_p1ts or shoul-
dels and will adjust itself to both round and
square shoulders and to straight or humped
backs. "The cast of pmduemon is less than
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| openings with woven goods; but t111s 15 ot "D

er-
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that of the common hosomed shirt, and its

advantages are many and its disadvantages

few.

Having thus described my invention, what

5 I believe to be new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is the following:

- 1. A shirt-body of elastic goods, having an

opening in the back, a button and button-hole

at the edges thereof, overlapping sheaths
10 each open at one end at the edges of the said
- opening, and stiffeners removably fitted to
the said sheaths, substantially as shown and
described, whereby the opening is kept closed
- against the strain of the elastic goods, as set
15 forth. ' |

2. The combination,in a shirt, of a body of
elastic goods, having

Yosom of non-elastic goods, adapted to be

e —

an opening in front, a |

starched and ironed, set into the said open-
ng and secured atits edges to the front edges 2o
of the body at that opening, the body having |
also a back-opening and being provided with
sheaths along the edges thereof, and stiff-
eners removably fitted to the said sheaths,
substantially as shown and described, where- 2z
by the bosom will be kept smooth by the strain
of the sides of the body between the edges of
the bosom and said opening and yet the
opening remain closed. |

In testimony whereof I affix m ysignaturein 3o
presence of two witnesses.

MARSHALL OTIS WEST.
Witnesses: | |
FRANK H. BROWN,

K. L. THOMPSON.
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