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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ELIJAH T. HARRIS, a

citizen of the United Sta;tes residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook zmd State of Tili-
nois, have invented a certain new and useful
Impr‘ovement in Kire-Place Frames, of which
the following is a full, clear, concise, and. ex-
act deserlptmn refelelme bemfr had to the
accompanying drawings, formmg a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to the’ (Jonbtruetmn of

frames for fire-places; and its objects are to

cheapen their manufacture, increase their du-
rability, and at the same time make them ad-
justable within certain narrow limits, so as to
fit openings varying slightly in dimensions.
My invention, speaking generally, consists

~of the facings, which are preferably of brass,
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corner-pieces, and a single light frame, pref—-
erably of irom, to which the brass pleces, in-
cluding the eomer-blocks are secured. At

each corner I providea clamp adapted to hold
the corner-piece,the abutting or mitered ends
of the facing, and the frame in proper rela-
tion to one another. DByloosening the clamps
the frame may be adjusted slightly to fit dif-

ferent-sized openings.

My invention will be readily understood by
reference .to the accompanying drawings, in
which— |

Figure 1 is a front elevatlon of a fire-place
provided with a frame embodying my inven-
tion. Fig.2isa rear detail view of one corner
of the frame. I‘1n 3 18 a sectional view upon
2, 1llustrating the clamp in
detail. Fig.4 is .‘EL rear view of a corner of the
frame W1t11 the clamp removed. |

Jike parts are indicated by similar letters
of reference throughout the different figures.

Theframec« consistsof a single piece of band-
iron of the required weight and size. At the
upper corneis I prowde curved angles, in-
stead of right angles, as used heretofore, and
provide a fastening between the frame and
facings, as hereinafter described, so as to
avold the necessity of drilling a hole through
the frame at each corner. The bending is

i

done satisfactorily while the iron is cold, and

no corner welding is required. The sidesb ¢
of the facing, as well as the top piece d, are

of usual construction, being preferably mi-
tered at the corners, as shown more clearly

—_—

in Ifig. 4. Corner-pieces ¢ f are provided, as
shown, to cover up the corner-joints and at
the same time aid in holding the frame as a
whole together. -
The iron brace or c',trenﬂthelmw frame o 18
bent at the corners, and is of such size as to
leave a margin for adjustment between the
bolt ¢ and the ends /v /v of the flanges of ‘the
facings—that 1s to say, the mitered joint
may be adjusted so as to be closed or open.
1t 1s evident that these joints could not be
opened, so as to enlarge the frame, unless
there were space between the ends /i /v of the
flanges and the Inner concave edge of the
strengthening-frame a—that is to say, if the
frame ¢ at each of the upper corners were fit-
ted closelyto the ends /2 i of the flanges,it is
evidentthat the facings could not be adjusted
to different-sized openings by making the
opening at the mitered joints greater or less,
according to circumstances. The clamp at
each corner consists of the said bolt g, pro-
vided with a nut 2 and a metallic plate £,
which 18 preferably of the form shown, so as
to conform to the space between the ﬂfmues
of the facing. Thus I preferably prowde &
notch / in Lhe plate opposite the ends /v v of
the inner flange of the facing, while at the
outer corner the plate is made to conform to
the inner edges of the outer flanges. The
plate 1s thus mlapted to be pressed against
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the strengthening-frame @ by means of the

bolt and nut, as shown.
The parts of the frame at each corner, con-

| sisting of the corner-piece, the angle of the

strengthening-frame, and the two ends of the
facing, are thus securely held together with-
out the necessity of weakening the strength-
ening-frame by a bolt-hole.

The supporting-frame ¢ is conveniently se-
cured, near the lower ends thereof, to the dif-
ferent side pieces or facings b ¢ by bolts m n.
The margin of adj nstmem at the corners
should be, say,from a quarter to half an inch,

so as to allow for variations in the size of the

tile of different lots and different makes.

My fire-place frame as thus described re-

quires lesslabor in its manufacture than any
with which I am familiar, while at the same
time a greater amount of strength is obtained
with a given amount of material. -
The manner of fastening the corners to-
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gether by clamping devices, while avoiding
the necessity of drilling the supporting-frame
atthecorner,affords a very convenient means
of adjusting the size of the frame within the
narrow limits requirved on account of differ-
ences 1n the size of the surrounding tile.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf—

1. The combination, with the side and top
pieces forming the facing, and the corner-
pieces, of a supporting-frame formed of asin-
gle piece and having curved corners and se-
cured at its lower ends to the different side
pleces of the facing,respectively, and adjust-
able clamping devices, one at each of the cor-

ners, whereby the supporting-frame together !
. ings may be effected, substantially as and for

with the pieces of the facing and the corner-
pieces are held together and an adjustment
of the size of the frame thus formed permit-
ted, substantially as and for the purpose speci-
fied.

2. The combination, with the strengthen-
ing-frame consisting of a single picce having
curved corners, of a clamping device at each
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of said cornersand the facings, the clamping
devices holding the frame and facings to-
cether, substantially as and for the purpose
speeified. 4

3. As an article of new manufacture, a fire-
nlace frame eonsisting of the side pieces and

- the top forming the facing provided with mi-

tered joints at the corners, and a strengthen-
ing-frame having curved portions placed be-
hind said facing and a clamp at each corner
over the mitered joint thercof, pressed against
the curved portion of thestrengthening-frame
by a bolt and nut, the space between the bolt
and the innerends 7. /i of the flanges provided
upon the facing being greater than the width
of the strengthening-frame, whereby an ad-
justment of the facing to different-gized open-

the parpose specified.
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In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my 45

name this 16th day of March, A. D. 185%.
| - ELIJAIL T. HHARRIS.
Witnesses:
ELLA EDLER,
GEO. R. PARKER.
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