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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AUGUST GOERTZ, a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes residing at Newark
in the county of Kssex and St&te of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Purse or Bag Frames; and I do

~ hereby declare the followmu* to be a full, clear,
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and exact description of the invention, such as

will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to lettels of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
The invention, set forth in detail hereinaf-
ter, relates to purse or pocket-book or similar

frames designed to be secured around the

mouth of a purse or bag and provided with a
flat metaliie Iid or plate hinged to one side of
the {frame; and the invention is further de-
signed to secure a frame of greater strength
and one which is better adapted to be used
on bags of this class inténded to be folded

“and 116 flat against the frame and its lid or

cover, and which are thereby adapted to be
callled 1n the pocket.

The invention further consists in an im-

proved means for operating the lid, and also
in the means for holding the “inlay, ? to which

the material is a,tmehed within the frame,

whereby a simple and cheap construotlon is
the result.

In the aeeompanymw two sheets of draw-
ings is illustrated my invention, in which

| 3111111:;11 letters of reference are employed to
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indicate cmiespondmn‘ parts in each of the
several views,

In said views, Figure 1 is a front elevation
of a purse or bEW' provided at the mouth
thereof with my 'e‘.lliptiea,l_ or circular and ring-
shaped frame. Figs. 2 and 3 are side eleva-

- tions of the same with the cover orlid on the

5o

top of the frame in its closed and opened po-
sitions, respectively. Kig. 4 is a top or plan
view of the ring-shaped frame removed from
the bag or purse, the lid thereof being shown
in its open position. Fig. 5 is a view of the
under side of the frame, illustrating the man-
ner of securing the inlay therein; and Figs. 6

and 7 are 81m11a1 views with the 1111&37 re-

moved, illustrating the lid-operating mechan-
ism in its locked and unlocked engagement

‘with the lid, respectively. FKig. 8 18 an en-
larged cross-section through line « in Fig. &
and Fig. 9 is a similar view illustrating the

lid thrown out of engagement with its oper-

ating and holding mechanism. Fig. 101s a

plan view of the under side of a modified form

of frame; and Figs. 11 and 12 are sectional
views of Fig. 10, showing the lid in its closed
and pa,rtly—opened posﬂmns on the frame.
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Fig. 13 is a perspective view of a spring em-

ployedin the constructionsillustrated in Kigs.

1 to 9, inclusive, for opelatmw the lid; and

Fig. 14 is a similar view of a holding or Tock-
ing spring adapted to be foreced into holding
or locking engagement with the lid.

The purse or bag on which my frame isin-

tended to be used is shown in the drawings,
and consists of an ordinary bag or purse «,
made of leather or any other similar material.

As indicated on Sheets 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings, the mouth-closing device of the bag may
be Oblonﬂ' or elliptical or circular in outhne
and eonmsts esqentmlly, of a _ring- shaped
=fr&tne-5ect10,n B, which 1s str uck up in a die

and bent to fOrm on its inner side a circular

or elliptical ring-shaped chamber, which 1s

‘N -shaped in cross-section, as illustrated more

especially in Figs. §, 9, 11, and 12, so as to
provide the downwardly-projecting and con-
centrically-arranged rims 6 and 0’ on the in-
ner and under side of the said frame-section
B. The inner rim 0’ is shorter than the rim

b, and upon the same rests or is arranged an.

inlay ¢, which is similar in plan to the shape
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of the frame-section, but in cross-section is

‘C-shaped, being formed so by the turned-

over edges ¢’ and ¢?, hetween which the ends

of the mouth of the bag or purse a are ar-

ranged and clamped or sewed fast therein.
The frame-section B has on its under side of
the rim b two oppositely-arranged and slightly
inwardly-bent lips or tongues b° and 0% and
also has two perforations b therein, mlanﬂ'ed
to c¢orrespond with perforations ¢° in the in-
Jay. When the inlay has been placed within
the frame-section B beneath the rim 0’, as is
shown in Figs. 5, 8, and 9, pins or riv ets d are
inserted thr ounh the per forations in the f rame
and inlay, a,nd the latter is secured to the
frame by means of said pins and the tongues
bg and b® are turned down upon said m]ay c,
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as in Figs. 8§ and 9, thereby firmly securing | the spring ¢ and causes the depression of the

the same in position within the frame, and
thus securing the latter to the mouth of the
bag.

On the upper side of the frame-section B
Is arranged a post 0% to which is pivotally se-
cured or hinged a flat lid or plate e, corre-
ponding in outline to the shape of the frame-
scetion and which may be provided upon its
upper surface with any ornamental design.
Said cover or lid e is provided on its lower or
under side with downwardly-projecting studs

or posts e’ and ¢* which .extend and pass

down into the perforations 0° and b7, respect-
ively, in the top of the frame-section B, and
thus the locking or holding stud or post ¢’
engages with a holding or locking spring i
when thelid or plate ¢ is elosed, and the stud
or post e” is caused to engage with a spring
¢, as 1llustrated in Figs. 6, 8, and 11.

Lhe spring f, which is provided with a fin-
ger-piece f’ projecting through the side of
the frame-section B, is secured within the said
frame by means of a pin or rivet, and has an
enlarged and perforated end f2, arranged di-
rectly beneath the opening {° in the frame,
through which the stud ¢’ extends. Said
stud is provided with a slot ¢, which engages
with the edge /¥ in the perforated end 72 as
1s clearly shown in Figs.S and 11, and thereby
holds the lid or plate e down upon the frame-
section B until the spring f has been forced
Inwardly by pressure upon the finger-piece
and the edge /* is thrown out of its holding
engagement with the slot ¢® on the stud or
post ¢. .

When the lid or cover ¢ has been closed
upon its frame,the stud ¢*at first engages with
the chamfered side g* of the projection ¢’ on
thespring ¢,which is secured within the eham-
bered frame-section in a manner similar to
that of the spring f, and thereby forces the
sald spring g over in a horizontal plane; but
when the lid e has been nearly closed and the
stud or post e’ is about to engage with the
perforation in the spring f the stud ¢? rides
up on the chamfered side of the projection ¢’
on the spring ¢ and finally forces the latter
downwardly in a vertical plane, and thus
causes the said spring to exert pressure on
the stud ¢° by means of the said projection on
the spring as long as the lid is held in its
locked engagement with the frame-section B.

When it becomes necessary to open the
purse, a slight pressure on the finger-piece 7
forces the edge 7° out of the slot ¢ in the stud
¢/, and the spring ¢, which constantly tends
to resume its normal or inactive position,isat
liberty to exert its pressure against the stud
¢, and thereby forces the lid open, as will be
seen from Kigs. 3 and 4. | .

Instead of employing the stud or post ¢? on
the lid e, which engages with the projection
on the spring g, as has been stated in the
above, said stud may be entirely dispensed
with, in which case the under surface of the

|

l1d or plate e engages with the projection on |

of the frame.

| extra pins or rivets.

latter, as is eclearly illustrated in Tigs. 11

and 12.

The constructions shown in Figs. 1 to 9,in-
clusive, in which an elliptical and ring-shaped
frame is employed, is the preferred form of
construction, inasmuch, owing to the shape
of the frame, the fingers can be readily in-
serted into the purse or the bag, as will be
understood. |

Another great advantage attained is that,
owing to the shape of the frame and its flat
lid or plate thereon, the bag may be folded

and placed closely against the under side of

the frame, thus enabling the ready insertion
of the purse into the pocket.

T'he mannerof securing the above-described
frames and the plate or lid hinged to the same
to the mouth of the purse or bag is as follows:
The purse a, which may be of leather or any
other suitable flexible material, has the sur-
rounding edge of its mouth inserted between
the edges ¢” and ¢ of the inlay,which has been
struck up into shape to correspond with that
Said inlay is then forced be-
neath the downwardly and slightly inwardly-
bent lips or tongues arranged on the opposite
ends on the under side of the frame-section,
and thus held in position therein until finally
secured by means of the rivets or pins d.
Thus this form of frame constantly holds the
mouth of the bag open, and thereby allows
the ready insertion of the fingers between the
frame and into the purse when the plate or
lid e has been forced back by the spring-actu-
ated device arranged within the frame, as will
be seen from the foregoing description.

Anothervery greatadvantagein the present
invention is the arrangement of the down-
wardly-projecting lips or tongues on the un-
der side of the frame-section, whereby the in-
lay 1s held in place by turning the same down
upon the inlay, and thus avoiding the use of
It will be understood
that any number of such tongues may be em-
ployed, if desirable, thus avoiding the use of

rivets entirely; but the form of frame pro-

vided with two such tongues is the preferred
construction, as thereby the inlay is readily
forced over the said tongues,which have been
previously bent, and thus held in place while

being riveted to the frame.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— -

1. A purse or bag frame adapted to be se-
cured to the mouth of a bag, said frame be-
ing formed into a y-shaped and elliptical or
circular ring, bent as shown, having arranged
and concealed in said frame in the forward

end a locking device provided with a finger-

piece projecting through aperforation in the
side of the franie, and provided in the oppo-
site end within said frame with a spring-actu-
ated device for automatically operating a lid
or plate on the top of said frame when the
same has been released from locking engage-
ment with the locking or holding device in
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the forward end of the frame, an inlay ar- |

shaped frame and to which the material of
the bag or purse is attached, and means on
sald n-shaped frame for securing said inlay
to the same, as and for the purposes set forth.

2. A purse or bag frame adapted to be at-
tached to the mouth of a bag, said frame be-
ing formed into a y-shaped and elliptical or

ranged to cover the under side of said -

circular ring, bent asshown, having arranged

and concealed therein in one end a locking-

spring provided with a finger-piece project-

ing through a perforation in the side of the
frame and having in the opposite end of said
frame a second spring, a lid or plate hinged

to the topof the frame, provided on its under

side with a stud or post adapted to engage
with the locking-spring in the forward end of
the frame, and thereby hold the lid in its
closed position while the second spring is de-

pressed by said lid or plate, and the said

spring being adapted to cause the automatic

opening of the lid or plate when the locking- {

spring has been thrown out of engagement
with the stud on said lid, an inlay arranged
to cover the under side of said fy-shaped
frame and to which the material of the bag
or purse is attached, and means on said M-
shaped frame for securing said inlay to the
same, as and for the purposes set forth.

3. A purse or bag frame adapted to be at-
tached to the mouth of a bag, said frame be-

ing formed into a -shaped and elliptical or

circular ring, bentas shown, having arranged
therein in one end a locking-spring provided
with a finger-piece and having in the oppo-
site end of the frame a second spring, a lid or

plate hinged to the top of the frameand pro-

vided on its under side with downwardly-pro-
jecting studs or posts,one of which isadapted
to engage with the locking-spring in the for-
ward end of the frame, and thereby hold the
lid or plate 1n its closed position on the frame
while the second spring is depressed by the
other of said studs on the lid or plate, and
the said spring thereby being adapted to cause

-the automaticopening of thelid or plate when

the locking-spring has been thrown out of en-
cagement with the stud on said lid, an inlay
arranged to cover the under side of said M-
shaped frame and to which the matervial of
the bag or purse is attached, and means on
said fy-shaped frame for securing said inlay
to the same, as and for the purposes set forth.

4, In a purse or bag frame,the combination,
with the frame-section bent as set forth and

formed 1nto a My-shaped and circular or ellip-

tical ring, of a pivoted plate or lid provided
with studs or posts thereon projecting within
the said frame-section and engaging with op-
positely-arranged springs therein, one for the
purpose of locking the said lid or plate and

. the other for causing the automatic opening

of the same, an inlay arranged to cover the
under side of said (y-shaped frame and fto
which the material of the bag or purse 18 at-
tached, and means on said (-shaped frame

for securing said inlay to the same,as and for
the purposes set forth. S
5. In a purse or bag frame, the combination,

with the frame-section bentinto a ny-shaped,

70

circular, or elliptical ring,as setforth,of alid
or plate thged or pivot&lly al‘l‘anged on said

frame-section, springs fand g,arranged in the
opposite ends therein, said spring f having a
finger-piece thereon extending through the
side of the frame-section and a perforation in
said spring with which a stud or post on the
lid is adapted to engage and hold thesamein
its closed position on the frame-section, a
chamfered projection on said spring ¢, with
which a second stud on the lid engages and
whereby said spring ¢ is depressed until the
spring f causes the release of the studon the
lid in engagement with the perforation there-
in, whereby said spring f operates to auto-
matically force the lid back, as and for the
purposes set forth. - o o

6. A purse or bag frame consisting of an
elliptical or circular ring chamfered as set
forth, having perforations b° and 0° therein,
springs ¢ and f secured in said chamfered
frame and extending beneath said perfora-
tions therein,alid or plate pivoted or hinged
on the upper side of said frame, studs " and
e? thereon adapted to pass into said perfora-
tions in the upper side of the frame, one of
which, as ¢/, engaging with the spring f'to hold

the lid or plate in its closed position, while

|

the other stud ¢ is adapted to engage with a

chamfered projection on the spring ¢ and

causes the same to be depressed when the lid
is closed, and said spring thereby operating
to automatically throw back the lid or plate
when the stud e’ has been thrown out of 1its
holding engagement with the locking-spring
£, as and for the purposes set forth.

7. The combination, with a lid or plate, of
a frame-section to which said lid is hinged,
said frame-section being formed into an ellip-
tical or circular ring, chamfered as set forth,
and y-shaped in cross-section, lips or tongues

on said frame-section, and a correspondingly-

shaped circular or elliptical inlay arranged in
said chamber, between which the material of

being secured within said chamber by means

of said downwardly-projecting tonguesor lips, |

which are adapted to be turned over said in--
lay, as and for the purposes set forth.

8. The combination, with the lid or plate, of
a frame-section to which said lid i1s hinged,
said frame-section being formed into an ellip-
tical or circular ring, chamfered as set forth,

lips or tongues on sald frame-section, and a :
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the bag or purse is clamped, and said inlay

120

circular or elliptical inlay in said chamber in

the frame, secured thereto by means of said
tongues and also by means of two rivets ar-
ranged in opposite sides of the frame between
the said tongues thereon, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. |

9. A purse or bag frame consisting of an
elliptical or circular ring chamfered as set
forth, having perforations 0° and b7 therein,

130



-|':
i _

springs ¢ and f, secured in said chamfered |

frame and arranged on opposite ends therein
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~and extending beneath said perforations, a
1id or plate pivoted or hinged on the upper

side of said frame, studs e’ and e® thereon
extending downwardly and adapted to pass
into said perforations in the upper side of
the frame, one of =aid studs ¢’ engaging with
the spring fto hold said lid or plate in its
closed position on the frame, the other stud ¢
adapted to engage with a chamfered projec-
tion on the spring ¢ to cause the same to he

~depressed when the lid or plate is closed, and

said spring thereby operating toautomatically

throw back the lid or plate when the stud ¢’.

has been thrownoutof itsholding engagement
with the locking-spring f, and an inlay ar-
anged in said frame, and means formed in-
tegrally on the frame for securing said inlay
in position in the frame, as and for the pur-
poses set forth. |

10. A bag or purse provided with an ellip-
tically-shaped frame surrounding the mouth
of the bag, said frame being n-shaped in
cross-section and open at the bottom and pro-

vided with a hinged and spring-actuated lid

or plate thereon, and means within said n-
shaped frame for holding said lid in its closed
and locked engagement, and a C-shaped in-
lay arranged to cover the under and open
side of said frame to which the lid is hinged
and between the projecting sides of which
the material of the bag is clamped, and means
formed integrally on said frame adapted to
be turned beneath the under side of said in-
lay for securing the same tothe frame, as and
for the purpose set forth.

11. In a purse or bag, in combination with
an elliptical or ecircular ring-shaped frame,
N-shaped in eross-section, adapted to e ar-
ranged and secured around the mouth of the
bag to hold the same open, of a correspond-
ingly-shaped plate or 1id hinged to said frame
and operating therewith to close the mouth
of the bag, and an inlay arranged within said
frame, having its edges bent C-shaped, be-
tween which the surrounding edge of the
mouth of the bag is secured, said inlay cor-
responding in outline to the frame and be-
Ing secured therein by means of downwardly-
projecting lips formed on the outer edge of
the circular orv elliptical frame and bent un-
der the lower side of said inlay, for the pur-
poses set forth.
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12, Inapurse or bag, the combination, with
an elliptical or circular ring-shaped frame, of
an inlay arranged in said frame, having its
edges bent C-shaped, between which the
surrounding edge of the mouth of the hag is

sectured, said inlay corresponding in shape to
the frame, and thereby holding the mouth of
the bag open, and a plate or 1id, also formed
to correspond in outline to thatof the frame,
hinged to said frame and operating therewith
to close the mouth of the bag, as and for the
purposes set forth.

15. A purse-frame adapted to be secured to

the mouth of a bag, said frame being formed

into a n-shaped and elliptical or cireular ring

open at the bottom, having in the forward
end a locking device and in the hack or op-
posite end a spring-actuated deviee for auto-
maltically operating the lid or plate on the
top of said frame when the same has been
released from locking engagement with the
locking or holding deviee in the forward end
of the frame, an inlay arranged to cover the
ander side of said fy-shaped frame and to
which the material of the bag or purse is at-
tached, and means on said ny-shaped frame
for securing said inlay to the same, as and
for the purposes set forth.

14. A purse-frame adapted to be secured to
the mouth of a bag, said frame being formed
into a N -shaped and elliptical or circular ving

open at the bottom, having in the forward end

a locking device and in the back or opposite
end a spring-actunated device for automati-
cally operating the lid or plate on the top of
sald frame when the same has been released
from locking engagement with the locking or
holding device in the forward end of the
frame, a C-shaped inlay arranged to cover
the under side of said py-shaped frame and
between the projecting sides of which the
material of the bag or purse is clamped, and
means on satd frame adapted to be turned
beneath the under side of said inlay for se-
curing the same to the frame, as and for the
puarposes set forth.

In testimony that I c¢laim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
olst day of October, 1889.

AUGUST GOERTZ.
Witnhesses:
IFREDK, C. I'RAENTZEL,
Wi 1. CAMFIELD.
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