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- To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, JOEN MELVIN WIL-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Omaha, in the county of Douglas, State
of Nebraska, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Railroad-Track IYoot-
Guards; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, elear, and exact description of

the invention, such as will enable others |
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings,which form a part of

this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
railroad-track foot-guards. Heretofore said
guards have been made by placing blocks of
wood at the narrow points between frogs,
rails, guard-rail, and main rail, -and at all
points along the track where a person 1s

liable, through carelessness or acecident, to

get a foot fast, and before being able to re-
lease the foot have it taken off or mufi-
lated by a moving car or engine. These

blocks are constantly becoming checked and |
split by the action of the sun and moist-

ure, and loosened by the movement of cars
pressing upon and causing the rail to spring
up and down, and the action of frost will
loosen them. They require constant watch-
ing and need replacing by new ones very

. Oftena ;

The object of my invention is to provide a
practical, safe, and durable guard. First,it

~is made out of sheet-iron of strength sutii-
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- marked A A A, turned down two inches, the

cient to hold the weight of any person, and
with'an occasional coat of paint will last a
life-time; second, the guard is constructed
from one solid sheet or separate pieces of
iron or other suitable material.

Figure 1 is a piece of sheet-iron, two feet
and two inches long,ten inches at one end,
and eight inches wide at the other end, of

which my device is made. TIig. 2 18 an end, -
top, and side view of the guard with both

sides and the wide end, as shown by lines

end being cut so that it will strike against
the ends of the turned-down sides. Iig. 5

with manner of fastening by bolt through
rail, marked B. Fig. 4 shows my device se-
cured by a spike or stake at end of guard,

‘marked C, and having a shoulder on one

side.. |

I do not claim Letters Patent on fastening
marked I3 and C.

The lower edges of sides marked A A rest
upon the upper side of bottom flange of rail
marked E E. The outer edge of upper side
of guard marked I stand close up under
lower edge of the head of rail marked Il H
and will adjust itself to any ordinary move-
ment of the rails. There is room below F
between bottom of rails for the action of

frost, and, in fact, its position can only be

affected by a movement of the rails or rail.
The iron is pliable enough to give and take
the spring of the rail caused by passing frains.

The shape of the guard is such thatif the

flange of a passing wheel strikes the top I

it will bend away from the wheel and spring

back to position, as soon as the wheel passes

over,withoutinjury toF. It canbeslidin and

out of position, similar to a drawer, without
mjury. | |

The letters I I in Fig. 4 mark the lines
which are raised from a portion of the level
top ¥ to form the shoulder marked K. 'The
point marked I is formed just high enough
to be below the top of rail marked II in Fig.
3 and alongside of top of rail. Once placed
in position and properly fastened it will al-
ways remain until the rails are moved, and
while so placed no person can possibly get
a foot fast between the rails at a switch or
in a frog or other points on the railroad-
track that needs guarding. It is of such

shape that by varying its width, height, and

length it will fit any position required by
high or low railg, or spread of rails at a
switch or other points along the track need-
ing a guard. |
- Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by lLet-
ters Patent, is— |

A railroad-track foot-guard formed out of
common or galvanized iron or any suitable
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shows an end view of the guard in position, | material of sufficient strength to hold up .
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more than the weight of any person, and In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
formed and shaped as shown in T'ig. 4 on | have hereunto set my hand this 4th day of
lines marked A T IX I, the shoulder I being | February, 1889, |

adapted to De raised from such point in Ir JOHN MELVIN WILSON.
5 and to extend any. distance along F required Witnesses:
by the position to be filled, substantially as CHAS. . CLAPP,

set forth. FRANK IRVINE.
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