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To all whom Tt may coneern:

Mount Crawford, in the county of Roekmn-—
ham and State of Vn ginia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Irons
for Wagon-Beds; and I do hereby

the follow:mn to be afull, clear, and ew;act de-

- seription of the mventlon such as will ena-
~ ble others skilled in the art to which it per-
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tains to make and use it, reference being had
to the accompanying dl&W ing, which f01 ms

part of this specification.

My invention relates to an 1111p1 ovementin
irons for wagon-beds; and it consists in the
peculiar construction hereinafter described,

~ and particularly 1)0111136(1 out in the claim.
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‘The object of my invention is to produce
corner irons for wagon-bodies which are ap-
plied to the ends of the end cross-pieces of

the body, and to so construct the irons that

they form sockets for the ends of the top
bows or for stakes and to provide them with
inwardly - extending flanges on their outer
edges, whereby they form a support and a
means. - for fastening both the end and side
bows of the wagon.

The ﬁcr*me 1s a vertical qeeuon of & soeket_

which is used at the corner of the wagon bed
or body.

A represents one of the cross-bars of the
body, and secured to the end of this cross-

bar, by means of a screw-threaded bolt B
which passes through the bar, is the iron C,
preferably of the shape here shown. This
iron projects upward any desired distance

along the side of the wagon bed or body, and

to whmh the side boeud or boards of the

- wagon bed or body are bolted or screwed for
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the purpose of bracing and strengthening |-
the sides in position.

Upon opposite outer
edges of this iron are formed the flanges D,

- whlch extend upwald over half the helﬂht of
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the iron, and which fl
gether by the cross-pieces F. Upon the up-
per end of the iron is formed a loop G, which,
in eonnection with the socket formed by the

lower portion of the iron, receives the lower

end of one of the bows and thus supports
the top in position. As the lower ends of

the bows fit loosely in these sockets, the top |

has but to be raised upward at any time in
order to be removed,

readily returned to posmon, thus making the
tc)p always movable, so that it can be used |

- ] or not, a8 may be deswed
Be it known thatI, DAVID A. PLECK ER, of

declare

anges are connected to-

and then can be as |-

desired to use the top,a stake of any desired
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length may be inserted in the socket and

then boards placed inside of the upper ends
of the stakes, so as to adapt the body for
hauling manure or any other material.
Ez:tendmﬂ inward - from the iron C is
flange I, of any desired shape or width, and
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Whleh in connection with the socket, f01 ms a.

two-sided frame or support into whlch the
ends of the side. and end boards are secured

by bolts, screws, or other similar fastenings.
These irons being provided with ﬂa,nﬂ*eﬂ, as

here shown, it is only necessary to place the
ends of the end and side boards in the irons,
when they can be secured thereto withoutany
special fitting or without having to dovetail
13116-11:1 tom'ethel as has Leletofme been done.

" By means of the irons here shown a wagon-
bed can be constructed much cheaper than
where the parts are secured together in the
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usual manner, and the top of the vehicle is

made detachable, so that it can be used or

not, as may be desired. There being no nice

ﬁttmu* of the parts together, theseironsenable
a wagon bed or bod} to be produced for
about one-half of the usual cost. Tour of
theseirons applied to the cornersof the frame
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of a wagon - bed, the planks necessary to

form the bottom and the sides and ends of

the wagon-bed, and a few screws or bolts for
fastenmﬂ* the palts together are all that are

‘necessary to produce a strong and durable

body and one which can be readily taken

apart and packed into a very small space for

transportation.
Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

A corner-iron for constructing szonnbodles,

consisting of the vertical iron O having the

serew-bolt B, which passes thr ouﬂ‘h the frame
of the body, sockets formed on its outer side
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for the reception of the ends of the top bows,

and an inwardly-extending vertical flange on
1t8 outer edge to which the end boards are se-
cured, subst&ntmlly as shown, and for the pul=
pose descrlbed

In testimony Wheleof 1 a
in presence of two witnesses.

D. A. PLECKER.
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X my signature

Witnesses:
E. A, LEHMANN,
PRILIP MAURO.
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