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To all whom zt MAY COMLCETT:
Be it known that I, ANTON BERSCH, acitizen

- of the United Stdtes residing at Aubmn in
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the county of C.::I}TU“& and state of New YOFL,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Bridle-Bits; and I do hereby

‘declare the following to be a full, elear, and

exact description of the mventlon, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to bridle-bits; and it
congsists of certain improvements in the same,
tully explained in the following specification,
reference being had to the “Lecmnpanyin o
drawings.

The obJeet of my invention is to provide a
bit which will operate in the ordinary man-
ner under or dinary mrculnsta,nce&, but which,
when necessity arises, is capable of great se-
verity, at the will of the driver, by applyma
tension to the reins, and W]ﬁll@h will at once

assume its normal LOIldIt]OI] upon releasing

the rein.

In the drmvnwa qure 1 is a plan view of
my improved bit. F1g. 2 is a plan view of
one of the side pieees Fig. 5 is a partial de-
tall view.

Similar letters of referen ce 111C11(3‘L16 identi-
cal parts throughont.

A represents the mouth-piece, to.which are
swiveled the side pieces B B. These side
pieces are preferably made of the form shown,
and are provided at their outwardly and for-

- wardly projecting extremities with slots or
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openings 0, in which the reins are secured.
The distance between the inner ends of the

side pieces is preferably less than that be-
tween the outer ends,

In the opening b, I fasten an elastic strap

C, preferably by means of the bar b/, around
which the elastic stmp passes, as shown in

Fig. 1, and 1is secured in place in any desir-

able manner. I alsoprovide clips D, to which

~ the eheek--pleces K of the bridle may be Tast-
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ened,

The side pieces b are secured. to the 111011t]l~“
piece A in such a manner as to allow inward

- lateralmovement of their innerends, asshown
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in Kig. 1, and the mouth-piece is shouldered,

as ab «, to prevent the elastice strap from fores |

'ent

~spreading the reins

Lmse

- The Opelcttl(}ll of my improved bit i is appar-
The part A is placed in the horse’s
mouth in the position shown. in Fig. 2, the
clips D extending upward and the. eheek—
straps passing over the head in the usual
manner, while the elastic strap will pass over
the nose. It is evident that with the bit in
this position an ordinary pull on the reins F
will effect the horse only in the usual manner
of an or dmm; bit. As soon, however, as
greater force is applied to the reins the side
pieces will take the position shown in dotted
lines, Ifig. 1, the 1‘ealwa1dly«-e\tend1nw arms
gripping the horse’s under jaw, which the
vielding strap permits. Upon releasing the
veins the elastic strap forces the side pieces
back into their normal position. -

Instead of using an elastie strap, I may, 1f I
plefelf,useaspunﬂ*(xj (shown in Fig. 3,) which

may be located between the ends of the
mouth-piece and the side pieces ot at some

" 1ng the forward ends against the nose of the
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other preferred point, and acts with precisely

the same effect as the elastic nose-piece, tend-

ing to maintain the side pleces in their nor-.

mfﬂ position. (Shown inlines in Fig. 1.) It
18 also apparent that the form of the mouth-

piece and side pieces may be considerably
modified without departing from the spirit

{ of my invention.

Any formof elasticnose-band may be used:
but the form which I prefer I have 1111151;1*&1:9(1

in the drawings, where it is shown as being

provided with two movable projections C’ C'a

which are adjusted to fit ovet the nostrils of
the animal, so that when the reins are re-

tracted the elastic strap will be stretched and
the lngs or projections forced inward against
the nostl 118, temporarily pr eventing ’rhe hor SO

{rom breathing:

Yhen the b1L is used in connection mih a
riding-bridle, it will be seen that by simply

brought te bear on the nostrils and jaws of
the horse# Any method may be adopted for
moving the side pieces laterally.

What I clmm, and desue to secure by Let-
ters Patent, ig-—

1. A blld]e-bl.t consisting of a mouth ])1eee

apart pressure will be
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two side pieces pivotally attached thereto and

extending on each side of their pivots and

elaetwal]y connected forward of said pivots,
the said forward ends of said side pieces be-

ing constructed, as described, to receive the
dllVlIl'-T-lellilS, Wheleby extmmdmaly force

- applied through the rein will cause the side

pieces to grip the under jaw of the horse, and

 on the removal of said force the grip will be
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. released by means of the elastic connection,
- substantially as desecribed.

2. A bridle-bit consisting of a mouth-piece,

~two side pieces pivotally attached theretoand |-
- extending forward of the same, the forward
ends of said side pieces being provided with
means, substantially as described, whereby |
the driving-reéins may be secured to the same, |
and an elastic nose-piece provided with pads |

secured to said side pleees substantially as
described.

3. A Dbridle-bit COIlSlStlnﬂ of a meuth-pleee
provided with two side pieces pivoted inter-
mediate their ends, the space between the

forward ends of said side pieces being greater
‘than the length of the mouth-piece and the
-space between the rearward ends, slotted
elips, openings in the forward ends of the
‘said side pieces, bars in said openings, and

an elasfic nose-strap secured to said bars,

| substantially as described. |
In teet1m011y whereof I affix my qwnatme- '
_m plesenee of two Wltneeses |

ANTON BERSCII
Witnesses: |
- CHRISTIAN YESINGER,'
ALBERT EHLERS.
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