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To all whomw t¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN D. RIPSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sus-
pension Bridge, in the county of Niagara and

¢ State of New York, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Burial-

Caskets; and I do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others

10 skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
burial-caskets, and is largely animprovement
on what is shown in the patent granted me

15 July 30, 1889, No. 407,792, In that patent
provision is made for the movementin a gen-
erally horizontal plane of the sliding panel
or lid and glass face plate over theface-open-
ing without depressing either. In this case

20 provision is made for the automatic move-
ment of the panel and glass, either or both,

-~ when the detent or detents which holds one

or both closed have been released. There is |

also a further improvement in the construc-
25 tion of the detent or springs that hold the
panel and glass closed; also an improvement

in the combination of the movable panel and |

the movable glass face-plate.  These and
many other points of improvement will be
30 fully pointed out in the description and need
not now be recited any more in detail.
- As the invention relates more particularly
to the points or features in the casket lid or
cover, it is not necessary to fully illustrate
other parts in all the figures in the drawings.
In the accompanying drawings, In which
similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of a burial-casket embodying
10 the invention. Fig. 2 represents a reversed
perspective view of the lid. Fig. 5 repre-
sents a central longitudinal section of the lid
or cover and casket. Fig. 4 represents a
transverse section of the same on the line x
45 x of Fig. 3. Tig. 5 represents a sectionalde-
tail of the 1id or cover, showing the spring
catches or detents for holding the panel and
olass face-plate closed. Fig. 6 is a detail

35

view showing a modification of the construc- |

|
|

| tion of the said catches or detents. Fig.7 18 50

a detail in perspective showing the under

side of the glass and panel,theformer slightly

removed from the rear of the latter.
Referring tothe drawings by letter, A des-

ignates a casket 1lid or cover of usual con- 55

struction, except in the matters and inven-
tion which will now be deseribed. It1s pro-
vided with the face-opening ¢ -and the longi-
tudinal grooveways a’ a® for the glass face-
plate and sliding panel, respectively. The 6o

top part A’ of thelid, (see dottedlines Fig. 1,)
by which term I include also the head and

foot panels of the lid, is preferably of sheet

metal or other thin material.

B is the sliding head-panel with its side 65
and front edges resting in the grooveways a*
made for its accommodation. The said panel
has on its surface centrally below its front
edge a catch b, made in any suitable way.

The rear or inner edge of the panel is bent 70

downward to form a

lange b’, and the panel

is preferably made of similar sheet metal to
that constituting the head and foot portions
of the lid. '

C is a leaf-spring seated and secured in a 73
central recess ¢, extending from the front

edge of the face-opening «. - The said spring

is preferably bent into a semicircular curve
at 1ts middle portion, and has its lower leg

‘secured within the recess, while from its up- 8o

per leg rises the press-button ¢, the stem of
which passes out of the recess ¢, the cover-
ing of cloth or other suitable material hiding
the recess, so that nothing but the head of
the button is seen from the outside. The 8z
free end ¢® of the upper leg of the spring is
bent first upward and then downward to form
a shoulder c¢?, adapted to engage with the
shoulder b and retain the sliding panel closed.

The spring D, preferably of elastic rubber go
cloth, connects the rear edge of the sliding
panel and the rear or foot end of the lid,
which spring is extended when the panel 1s
closed over the face-opening, and the spring
C engages the catch 0.

E is a transverse stop block or buifer, pret-
erably of soft rubber, situated a suitable dis-
tance from the foot or rear end of the casket-
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1id and held in place by any suitable support,
substantially as shown. The said buffer re-
ceives the impact of the flange b’ of the slid-
ing panel when it is released, and thus noise
and jar arve prevented; but if there were no
flange on the panel Dotl glass and panel
‘wmﬂd when released, %tu]xe against the
buffer.

The glass face-plate I¥ 1s situated below
the ‘-”-'»hdmﬂ panel and slides in the groove-
ways /. It is provided near its front edge
with a catch 7, which is adapted to eng gage a

spring G, similar in all respects to the spring
C‘, and secured in a recess in the lid in a
similar manner, as will be hereinafter more
fully explained.

The spring I, preferably of elastic rubber
cloth, connects the rear edge of the glass face-
plate and the rear or foot end of 1he lid and
draws inward—that is, opens the said plate
when 1t is released from its detent or catech.
Therearor inner edge of the glass plate, strik-
ing against the soft material e or buffer in-
side the flange 0’ of the panel, prevents any
noise or jar *.vhen the plateis 1*etmcted The
under side of thelid below the rubber springs
1s preferably covered with cloth to prevent
sald springs from sagging when the panel
and glass have been dmwn b.«;wh and the face-
opening in the lid is thus at any time neces-
sarily uncovered.

The springs C and G may be secured in
different recesses situated side by side, or
one above the other and having separate
press-buttons; but the spring G is preferably
bent more acutely than the spring C, secured
within the same recess by the same means,
and has its upper leg below the upper leg of
the spring C so that by pressing hﬂhtly On
the button ¢’ the sliding panel only will be
released, while by pressing the button far-
ther down the depending lug or pin K on
the upper leg of the spring C will press down
the upper leg of the spring G and release the
detent-block 7 of the glass plate without the
upper spring binding thereon.

In the modification shown in Ifig.

6 of

1hese springs, &e., there are some mer el_} 1e-

chanical (,]mnﬂ{}'% in their adaptation and ad-
Justment, and the pin KX has been placed on
the spring (, but the construction is sub-
stanti&l_ly similar and the results attained
the same.

Instead of the detent or catch block near
the front end of the panel and face-plate, a
hole will answer, and may in many instances
be more desirable than the detent-block.

The many and obvious advantages of this
invention need not be here enumerated fur-
ther than to say that all noise, delay, or trou-
ble in exposing the face of the deceased or
allowing accesstoit when desired are avoided,
and that a casket made according to my in-
vention 18 much more convenient for all its
necessary purposes than any other with
which 1 am acquainted.

In my application for patent filed July 30,

420,920

1889, Serial No. 319,195, of which this is a di-

vision, I have more fully described the pecu-
liar uses and advantages of the flange 0/,
and made suitable and broad claim to cover
said flange.

H::Wlnn described my invention, I claim—

1. In a burial-casket, as de&embed, a shid-
ing panel, combined with a detent or catch
and spring, whereby it may when released
from the catch be automatically caused to
slide away from the face-opening, substan-
tially as specified.

2. In combination with a burial-casket, as
deseribed, a sliding glass face-plate and
spring and catch or detent in connection

therewith, substantially as set forth, whereby

on release of the detent the glass automati-
cally slides away from the face-opening.

3. In combination with a burial-casket, as
described, a sliding panel and glass to cover
the face-opening “and springs and detents
operating in connection with said panel and
glass, whereby when the panel and glass are
released from said detent said panel and glass
will be automatically drawn back from the
face-opening by said spring, substantially in
the manner and for the purposes set forth.

4. The combination of the panel; the glass
faw -plate, the cateh, the spring, and the buf-
fer, substantially in ‘the manmner and for the
purposes set forth.

5. The combination of the panel having
ﬂELI]”G OL” and elastic material on the inner
side of 1t, with the glass face-plate and elas-
tic, substmumlly as and for the purposes de-
scribedl.

6. In a burlal-eﬂ-ﬁket,
scribed, the combination, with the lid of the
sliding pﬁnel and the Sh{]lll” glass face-plate,

each pl ovided with a catch or detent on its
under surface below the front edge, of the
spring secured in a recess in the lid ¢ engaging
the eateh-block on the sliding panel and pro-

vided with a depending lug, and the spring

secured within the former spunﬂ in the re-
cess engaging the catch-block on the glass
plate ‘Llld havlnﬂ its upper leg in such 101&—-
tive position to he upper leg “of the panel-
spring that the latter can be depressed a
sufficient distance to release the panel with-
out releasing the glass face-plate, substan-
tially as specified.

7. In a burial-casket, substantially as de-
scribed,the combination of the lid, the trans-
Verse 1111)1;)(}1' stop-bloek, the 511(]111 panel,
the sliding glass face-plate, the (1ebent,s to
hold said pmml and glass face-plate closed,
and the springs 1011 acting or drawing in-
ward the said panel and “L:lSS face-plate, ,sub-
stantially as specified. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN DANFKOR’ l IT RIPSON,

Witnesses:
FRLD G. S[IRIMPTON,

substanti ally as de-
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