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2o coZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAvVID J BARD, remd-
ing at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, and a citizen of the United

g States, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Hat Carriers and Exhibitors,
of which the following 18 a speclﬁ(,a,tlon 1ef—
erence being had to the accompanymﬂ draw-
1ngs, 1n Whlch-———- | |

10 FIU are 1 is a perspective showing a trunk
with - my improved hat carrier and exhibitor
therein., Fig. 2 is a detail showing two of the

carriers, one above the other, one half being

in elevation, the other half in section. Fig.

15 3 is an under side view of one of the carriers.
Fig. 4 is a perspective showing one of the car-
riers, which is supposed to be standing in an
inclined posit-ion against a wall or other sup-
1)01t Fig. 5 1s a detall, being a section at line

20 5 5 of I‘w 3, the carrier in thls figure being
right 81de up.

WIy improvement relates to devices for car-
rying and exhibiting stiff hats. It is custom-
ary for traveling salesmen engaged in the

25 business of selhnn' hats to carry a “number of
samples of stiff hats packed in trunks.. Such
samples have heretofore been packed for
transportation by placing them inside of each
other, and they become creased and marred,
30 SO that their value for sale is much lessened.
Such samples when exhibited have been here-
tofore placed upon tables, and the hats are
liable to become soiled. -

The object of my invention is to provide

35 1mpr0ved devices by means of which a num-
ber of stiff hats can be safely, readily, and
quickly packed in a trunk for transportation,

~each hat being so supported that it is de-
tached from the others, so that the hats are

40 not liable to be injured one by the other; also,
to provide at the same time better means for

exhibiting hats than heretofore, which I ac-
complish as illustrated in the dmwmns and

as hereinafter described. o
45  That which I claim as new will be pointed

out in the claims.
In the drawings, A represents a trunk.

B C D are three of my hat carriers and ex-

hibitors, each, as shown, being adapted to re-
50 ceive eight hats Exceptashereinafter men-
tioned, these three carriers are alike.

I for the hats.

Kach |

carrier consists of a frame and reeeptaeleg
Each frame, as shown, consists
of two vertical side pieces a b, lonn'1tudma,1
strips ¢ d, anda numberof cross-piecese. As 53
shown, the longitudinal strips ¢ are secured
to the vertical pieces a b, and the Cross-pieces
¢ are secured to the under side of the longi-
tudinal strips. *

E are strips or rings of pasteboard or other 6o
suitable material, which strips or rings are
secured in vertical position to the longitudi-
nal Stllp& and the eross-strips, as seen in Figs.

2and 3. Kach of these vertical strips orrings -
is designed and adapted to receive the bod 05
of a stlff hat G. The upper end of each ring
extends abovethe upper surface of the fra,me,
and is soshaped that the brim of the hat rests
thereon. T'he rings E may be covered with
cloth. 70

I represents cloth which covers the uppe1
surface of the frame and fills the spaces out-
side of the rings E. Thelowest carrier B has
legs f, one at each corner, of such length
that the ecrowns of the hats will not touch the 73
bottom of the trunk. Each of the other car-
riers 18 provided with legs g, one at each cor-
ner, which, when in the trunk, rest on the
top of the carrier 1mmed1dtely beneath 1if,
which legs are not as long as the legs 7, be- &o
cause the.cmwns of the hats in these two car-
riers partly enter the hats below. Each of
these carriers C D is also provided with four
other legs i, which are a little longer than the
legs g,so that when the receptacle is removed 8s
from the trunk and placed on a table or floor
the erowns of the hats therein will not come
in contact with such table or floor. When
these receptacles are in place in the trunk,
these legs /1 enter holes 7 in the strips ¢ of Qo
the frame next below, thus saving some space
in the trunk. |

7 are elastic straps which are pr 0V1ded for
each frame. The endsof thesestraps are se-

| cared to their appropriate frame, and are ar- o5

ranged to pass over the brims of the hats to
hold them in place. -

c are hooks secured to the several frames
between two adjoining hats, beneath which
hooks the straps y can be placed when the 100
hats are in place, and from which hooks the
straps can be released easily when the hats
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are beluﬂ placed in or removed from the car-

rier.
When the Lats are to be exhibited, the car-

riers are to be removed {from the trunh, and
they can be placed upon a table in an in-
clined position, as shown in Kig. 4, or they
can be placed in a horizontal position. It
desired, when exhibiting the hats,the carriers
being in a horizontal position, the hats can
be removed from the rings K and placed on
their sides, the crown or brim of each hat
resting on one of the rings L.
His a tray designed to receive
aoods other than the stiff hats G-
I do not limit myself to the use of frames

~and hold

constructed exactly as described; but I know

of no more convenient way of making them.
The carriers may be of such size as to be
adapted to receive a less number of hatsthan
eight, | |

I have shown three carriers in Fig. 1. A
greater or less number may be used.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. A hat-carrier consisting of a horizontal
frame or support having a 111111‘11:)61‘ of open-
ings therein, each adapted to receive the
crown of a ]mt in combination with vertical
hat- supportmfr rings K, secured one within
each of said openings and projecting upward
above the surface of the said frmne, substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.

2. A hat-carrier congisting of a horizontal

420,855

frame or support having a number of open-

ings therein, each adapted to receive the
crown of a hat in ecombination with vertical
hat-supporting rings E, secured one within
each of said openings and projecting upward
above the surface of the said frame, straps j,

“arranged to pass over the brims of hats, and

1100Ls k, secured to the frame or support,
substantially as and for the purposes speci-

fied.

3. A hat-carrier couswtmfr of a frame, in
combination with vertical strlps or rings K,
secured to the frame, legs g, and legs 7, lonﬂ'er

poses speclhed

4. A hat-carrier consisting of a frame and
vertical strips secured theret{), legs ¢, and
legs /i, longer than the legs ¢, in (:,ombmatlon
with :;u second carrier provuled with holes 1

in its frame toreceive thelegs i, substantially

as and for the purposes bpeclﬁed

- 5. The combination of a trunk and a series
of hat-carriers, one above the other,
‘rier consisting of a frame provided with legs,

each car-

and a series of hat-supporting strips or rings

'E, secured to the frame, substantially as and
for the purposes specified.

I)'AVID J. BARD.

“Tltl’l CSSEH
ALBERT II. ADAMS,
ROBERT A. MILLAR. -
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‘than the legs g,all of such leﬂsbemg attached
to the frame, substantially as and for the pur-
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