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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Justus P. LUTHER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ber-

lin, in the county of Green Lake and State of

Wisconsin, have invented certain new and

usefullmprovementsin Folding Cots, of which

the following 1s a specification, reference be-
inghad therein to theaccompanyingdrawings,
in which— |

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of

my improved cot, a portion of one end of the

canvas being broken away; Fig. 2, an end
elevation of the same; Fig. 3, a similar view
showing the cot partly folded; Fig. 4, a detail
sectional view showing method of clamping
the canvas to the side rails; Fig.5, a side ele-
vation of the cot, a portion of the side rails
being broken away; and Fig. 6, a detail per-
spective view of portions of two supporting-
legs, showing the bar for preventing lateral
or endwise vibration of the cot.

The object of the invention is, essentially,
to produce an extremely simple cot which
shall possess the desirable qualities of dura-
bility, strength, and lightness in an eminent
degree; and 1t consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction, which will be fully
hereinatter specified, and particularly pointed
out in the claim appended. |

In the accompanying drawings, A desig-
nates the legs of the cot, preferably eight in
number and arranged in pairs, the legs of
each pair being erossed and pivoted together,
as shown. The lower ends of the legs are se-
cured and braced and held in alignment by
the horizontal connecting-rods B. "'The upper
ends of the legs are provided with tenons ¢,
which are adapted to fit snugly into suitable
sockets in the side rails C, these rails being
thereby securely attached to the upper ends
of the legs. Nails or screws ¢’ may be em-
ployed to secure the tenons in their sockets,
if desired,or the tenons may be glued therein.

Clamped to the upper inclined faces of the
rails C, by means of screws b, are the elamp-
ing-strips D, the said screws b being passed
up through the rails and serewed into the
strips D, as shown. Clamped between the
strips D and the rails are the longitudinal

edges of the canvas E, the edges of the can- |

| vas being passed over the tops of the said

strips and inserted between the same and the
lower rails from the outside, the clamping--
strips being thereby covered over and hidden.
The upper faces of the clamping-strips are ss
rounded to prevent undue wear or cutting
of the canvas. The canvas is thus clamped
removably but securelyin place without tacks
or nails., S
To brace the cot against endwise vibration, 60
I secure to the outer sides of the legs, up close
to the side rails, bars I, which extend ap-
proximately the full length of the cot,and are
recessed, as shown in Ifig. 6, at the proper
points to receive the legs. 65
To stretch the canvas and prevent sagging
of the same at the head of the cot, I employ
the toggle-levers c ¢, the adjacent ends of the
levers being pivoted together and their outer
ends to blocks d, secured in the corners formed 7o
by the side rails D, the bars F, and the legs.
One of the levers is provided with an exten-
sion ¢’, which, when the canvas is stretched,
extends over and abuts against the lowerin-
clined face of the opposite side rail, and 7s
thereby locks the levers against accidental

‘displacement, the end of the said extension

being beveled to fit against the inclined face
of the rail.

To fold the cot 1t is simply necessary to un- So
lock the toggle by pressing down upon its
joint, and then drawing the side rails toward
each other, as shown in Fig. 3.

It is evident that I may employ this method
of clamping the canvas in the construction of 83
camp-stools, canvas-topped tables, and other
furniture, |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— 00

The combination of the crossed legs A, pro-
vided with tenons on their upper ends, the
side rails provided with mortises for the re-
ception of these tenons, the side strips T, se-
cured to the legs and adapted to brace them os
against lateral movement, the stretched can-
vas connecting the sida rails, and the clamp-
ing-strips D and their securing-screws b, the -

screws being passed up through the side rails

and longitudinal edges of the canvas and 100
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into the said clamping-strip D, the longitudi- | Intestimony whereoflafix my signature in
nal edges of the canvas being passed over the | presence of two witnesses.
upper rounded surfaces of the clamping-

strips and inunderthe same, thereby securely JUSTUS P. LUTHER.
clamping the canvas to the siderails and en- |  Witnesses:
tirely obscuring the clamping-strips, as and J. MCLOUGHLIN,

for the purpose set forth. A. L. TUCKER.
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