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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN ABIJAH
MILES, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Merrimac Point, in the county of Mon-
roe and »tate of Illinois, have invented a

new and useful Stamp-Canceler, of which the |

following is a specification.

This mventlon relates to stamp-caneelers
of that class adapted to be applied to cigar
and tobacco boxes at the time the revenue-
stamp 18 pasted thereon, and by which said
stamp may be thoroughly and effectually de-
stroyed, as required by law, after the box is
emptied and before it is thrown away or
passed into the possessmn of some other per-
Son. -

In the drawings hereto annexed, Fle‘me 1
is a perspective view of a cwal-box_ Wlth tha

stamp thereon, my stamp - canceler being

shown in dotted lines in the position it oceu-
pies before the box is opened. FKig. 2 shows
a side view of the same with the bOK opened.
Fig. 3 shows the same in detail perspective
when the operation of canceling is just com-
menced. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the box,
showing the grooves in the same; and Kig.
518 a detall perspective of the fa,neeler de-
tached.

The same lettels of reference are epphed
to similar parts throughout.

The letter B deswnates a clgar or tobacceo
box or any box upon which a revenue-stamp
must he used. Across the upper face of this
box I provide a number of grooves (x, prefer-
ably three, although such grooves mﬂ,y be
omitted, it pu,fened

C 18 my improved eancelm Wthh com-
prises a number of flexible Stllll'DS OT wires
¢, equal to the number of grooves G, and
united at their ends in a knot K.

S is the stamp.

In assembling the parts the canceler is
first laid in the grooves with its ends €’
hanging over the sides B’ of the box, as
shown in Fig. 1, after which the stamp S i
pasted longitudinally over the canceler and

grooves in the position illustrated.
The box is opened in the ordinary manner
by inserting a Screw-dlwel D (or othel im- |

the crack at the front of the box and prying
the lid up. This operation breaks the stamp
across the line ' and foreibly draws the
front end C’ of the canceler from beneath

| plement, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1) in 50

the separated portion 8’ of the stamp, leav- 55

ing it exposed, as seen in Fig. 2. The box is
then relieved of 1its contents either in bulk
or by retail sale of the same, as occasion and
use may demand.

When the box is emptied, and before the 6o

same is given or thrown away, the stamp

must be thor oughly destroyed and canceled

according to law. To effect this the dealer
OTASPS the exposed end C’ of the canceler

and draws 1t quickly and forcibly upward 65

and backward in the direction of the arrow
¢, resulting in the separation of the stamp
into (in this case) four longitudinal strips, as
seen In Hig. 3. The 0&1106161 may then be

thrown as1de or 1eta11:1ed for return to the 7o
boxer for future use; but the extreme .51mp11(,- |
ity and cheapness thereof does not necessi-

tate its careful preservation unless desired.
It will be understood that I may use one or

any number of strings ¢; but I prefer three, 75

knotted at K, as shown.. -

T claim as the salient featur es of my inven-
tion— -

The box B, having its lid provided with one

Or more grooves, combined with the cord or 8o

cords C, laid in said groove or grooves and

passing down mound the side edﬂ'es of the
lid over the line of separation theleof and
the stamp S, pasted longitudinally over said

cord down upon the opposite vertical sides 85

of. the box, so that when the lid is opened
the 'stamp is broken so as to forcibly draw
the free end of the cord from benecath the

| separated portion of the stamp, for the pm-

pose set forth.
In testimony that I elaim the for egoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

STEPHEN ABIJAH MILES.

- Witnesses:
FRED JOBUSCH,
FRANK DURFDE

1o
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