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To all whom t may concerm:

Be it known that I, JAMES G. SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at James-
town, in the county of Chautauqua, State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Letter - Boxes, of
which the following is a specification, refer-

- ence being had therein to the accompanying
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drawings.
My invention relates to boxes for the re-
ception of letters, cards, or other communi-

cations to facilitate the business of persons

using them; and the objects of my invention
are to provide a box of simple and inex-
pensive construction, but not easily broken,
and provided with a lock to be attached to
conveyances, as buggies and carriages, that
are often hired with a team by compara-

tive strangers from livery-men and other

horse-owners, to bring back in said box to the
owner of the team reports hastily written on

a card or other paper of the treatment given

to the team or its location at a certain hour,
said reports being made by members of liv-
ery-men associations or of societies for the
protection of horse-owners, or of societies for
the prevention of cruelty to animals in lo-
calities where the team may have stopped.
It is intended to attain these objects by the
construction illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—- _

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a letter-
box constructed in accordance with my in-
vention, said box being shown partly open.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the same.
Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the same.

The box is intended to be attached to the
vehiclein some unconspicuous location there-
of, preferably under the seat,in which case it
oceupies a position as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
in which the cover A is uppermost, and the
bOI_K[ B thereunder is hinged thereto at one
end. - |

The box and its cover are preferably made
of galvanized sheet-iron, and to simplify the
construction of the device the edge of the
metal at one end of the box is looped at b to

form one member of the hinge, and through

said loop is passed a stout wire or small rod |

ends of said rod being soldered, as shown at
a?, to the under side of the cover A.

To the end of the box opposite to the hinge
is attached a lock B? having a hooked hasp
b2, which is pressed sidewise by a spring
within the lock, and thus forced into en-
oagement with the edge of the opening ¢° in
the cover when the box is brought in con-
tact with said cover, the edge of said open-
ing acting as keeper for the lock. Said lock
has also a flat lug 0® projecting therefrom,
that also enters the opening ¢* and prevents
lateral play or unhooking of the hasp, ex-
cept under the action of the key C, (which 1s
kept by the owner normally out of the lock.)

The cover has two holes ¢ for the passage
of serew d? to secure the device to a board D,

as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2, that may

be the bottom of the seat of a carriage, or 1o
the side or back board D? Fig. 3, of a car-
riage, in which case the whole device isturned
on its edge.

To permit the insertion of letters, cards,

&e., one of the long sides of the box is not

as high as the others, so as to leave between
its edge and the under side of the cover a
long slit-opening e, extending the length
thereof, and to form a close joint between
the opposite long side of the box with the
cover the latter has portions of its corre-
sponding edge bent at A? at right angles to

its body to inclose the side of the box at that

point and prevent the escape of letters or
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cards, particularly when the device occupies

the position shown in Fig. 3, with its slit-
opening ¢ on top. | T
Having now fully deseribed my invention,
I claim— - ) |
1. A letter-receptacle consisting of a box
having one of its sides narrower than the
other to form a slit-opening between it and
its cover, a lock atfached to salid box, a cover
hinged to said box and extending the whole

length thereof, and having an opening &°

therein for engagement with the hasp of the
lock, substantially as described.

2. The combination of a box having one of
its sides of less height than the others, a
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lock attached within said box, a cover hinged In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
to said box and extending the whole 1ennth presence of two witnesses.
thereof and havmw an opening a3 for en- . |
aﬂ'ement with the hasp of the 1001{, and a JAMES G. SMITH.
5 portmn of one of its edges bent, as at A2 to Witnesses:

fit against the side of the box, subgtantmlly ROBERT G. SHAW, .
as and for the purpose desecribed. ] WM. NORTHROP, Jr.
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