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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent INo. 426,062; dated January 28, 1890.
Application filed January 26, 1889, Serial No. 297,651, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WirriaM H. HART, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Box-Handles, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
box-handles of the class which are adapted to
be secured to a box for a time to facilitate
handling the box, and then removed for ap-
plication to other boxes; and the objects of
my invention are to form a simple and con-
venient box-handle of sheet metal, and par-
ticularly to make a handle specially designed
to be attached to that class of boxes known
as “double boxes,” in which the cover and
box are substantially of the same depth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view of a box and cover with
my handle attached to the cover thereof. Fig.
2 is a front elevation of my box-handle; Fig.
3, a side elevation. Fig. 4 is a side elevation
of my box-handle, with a modification in the
form of the grasping portion. F¥ig.5 18 &
plan view of the same; and Fig. 6 is a per-
gpective view of my handle with the grasp-
ing portion hinged thereto.

My handleis specially designed foruse upon
aper boxes or boxes of other thin material
when the boxes are piled one upon the other
upon shelves—as, for instance, in stores—to
enable the box to be taken from the shelves

more conveniently and with less danger of |

35 breaking the box.
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I prefer to form my handle of sheet metal
bent into the form of an angle-plate, with one
member thereof slit or divided into three or
more clasping-arms 6 6 and 7 for clasping a
box-cover by being slipped upon one edge,
said arms all projecting from the angle of said
plate and with the other member formedinto
a grasping device,

In Figs.1,2,and 3 the grasping deviceisin

the form of a flat plate 8, having a perfora- |

tion 9, Fig.1, to facilitate handling. When
divided, as shown, the arms 6 6 of the clasp-
ing member are designed to extend up into
the cover upon the inside thereof, as indicated
by the broken lines in Fig. 1, and may be of
any desired length, not exceeding the depth

| of the box-cover.

The otherarm 7 isdesigned
to go upon the outside of the box-cover, as
shown in Fig. 1,and it is preferably made
shorter than the other arm, so as not to cover
the label upon the end of the box in case the
box is labeled. These arms 6 and 7 should

| be formed so nearly in one plane that when

slipped upon the box-cover, as described, they
will press firmly against the material of which
the box-cover is formed, and thereby hold the
handle securely in place.

When the boxes are piled one upon the
other, with the ends to which the handle is
applied even with the edge of the shelf, 1t will
readily be seen that the boxes and handles
are in a convenient position for withdrawing

any particular box by taking hold of the

orasping portion of the handle. In case the
bottom shelf should be wider than the others,

or in case the boxes should be placed back.

upon the shelf, so that the shelf projects in
front of the boxes, the grasping portion of the

handles on the bottom row of boxes, if made

in the form shown in Figs.1 to 3, would lieso
closely to the upper surface of the shelf that

they could not be conveniently grasped. Ior

use in such a place I prefer the formof grasp-

| ing portion shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in which I

roll over the outer end infto the form of a
hooked finger-grasp 10, which may be perfo-
rated or solid,as desired. With this form of
orasping portion the box is conveniently re-

moved, although it may be lying immediately

upon a projecting shelf.

In Fig. 6 I have shown the grasping portion
as hinged to the clasping member by a hinge-
joint 11, like that employed in hinges. This
joint, preferably, is so stiff that the grasping
portion will stay in whatever position it may

 be set, and therefore when the box is placed

on a shelf that projects in front of the boxes
the grasping portion may be set so as to in-
cline upwardly a little,and thus be elevated
somewhat above the shelf, and thereby facili-
tate handling the box.

WhileI prefertoform the device of wrought
sheet metal, I do not wish to limit myself to

the use of said material, as it is evident that
it may be of other material—as, for instance,

cast metal.
I am aware that prior patents show drawer-
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18 hereby disclaimed.

pulls as formed of sheet metal with a handle |

portion and projecting prongs, some or all of
which were clinched or bent upon the inside
of the drawer-front; also, that another prior

patent shows a drinking-straw holder with

three clasping-armsfor securing the holder to
the edge of a tumbler.

I claim as my invention—

-Theherein-described box-handle, conmstmn' -.

of an angle-plate, one memberof .whichispro-

- vided with thin flat arms 6 6 and 7, extending

I5

from the angle of said plate 011twa1dly, the
arms 6 6 being adapted to extend upwardly
from the lower edge of the coveron the inside

All of said prior art

| substantially right anﬁ'les to

420,062

and between said cover and side of the box,
~while the arm 7 extends upwardly from the

lower edge of the cover on the outside thereof

and firmly clasps the cover between it and
said arms 6 6, and the other member of the
handle in the form of a grasping portion,that

also extends from the angle of said plate at
sald clasping-
arms, substantially as describe.d-,and for the
purpose -specified.

, WM. H. HART.
- Witnesses:

' JAMES SHEPARD,
JOHN EDWARDS,

Jr.
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