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To all whom It may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. COLONY,
of Sandy Creek, county of Oswego, in the
State of New York, a citizen of the United
States, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Ifoldbacks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Iig. 2 is a
top plan view. Ifig. 3 is an end view. Fig.
4 18 a side elevation of the cam detached.

My invention relatesto safety-fastenersfor
holdback-straps, adapted tosecurely hold the
strap In 1ts normal position and at the same
time permitting it to be detached readily
whenever a forward strain is brought to bear
upon it, all without any holes in the strap
and without any buckles, it being held by
compression entirely.

The object of my invention is to produce
a hoidback-strap fastening which holds the
strap by compression, and is detached or let
free by the reversal of the strain upon the
strap, which releases it from the grip or com-
pression.

My invention consists in the several novel
features of construction and operation, here-
inafter deseribed, and which are specifically
set forth in the elaims annexed.

It is constructied as follows: A represents
the thill, upon the top of which is secured the
rectangular body b, open on top, the bottom
proper 1 being beveled from the front back
toward the rear, as shown in the drawings,
and the whole top being open.

C 18 a cam or other cam-like compressor
journaled in the sides of the main frame and
provided with a lever-handle 2, which is pro-
vided at 1ts outer end with a loop 3, stand-
ing at substantially a right angle to the le-
Ver. |

At 4 I show a beveled plate, beveled to fit
the beveled bottom 1, and provided with a
slotway 5, to permit it to be adjusted longi-
tudinally to increase or diminish the strap-

space between the upper face of this plate

and the lower face of the cam, according to
the thickness of the strap to be used.

D is the holdback-strap passing around the
cam and through beneath it and between 1t

and the plate 4, and having its other end con-

nected to the breeching-ring 6 by hook-snap
or any other ordinary means.

It will be observed that when the lever 2
1s thrown over back, as shown in Ifig. 1,

with the strap passing through the loop 3,

the cam compresses and grips the strap, and
that when the strain of the strap is reversed
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the lever 2 will be thrown over forward by

the strain, the strap will be loosened and re-
leased from compression, and will readily slip
out clear from the cam,the lever, and the loop.

The face of the cam 1s shown in the draw-
ings as plain or smooth; but it may be corru-
gated, or serrated, or roughened in any ordi-
nary manner, 1f desired, and the upper face of
the plate 4 may be treated, if desired, in the
same manner to insure a thorough grip upon
the strap; but for all ordinary purposes the
smooth face will accomplish the desired re-
sult. It will be observed, also, that where
there is to be no great variation in the thick-
ness of the strap to be used the bottom 1 can
be made without any bevel,in which case the
plate 4 can be entirely dispensed with.

What I claim 1s— |

1. A holdback comprising a main frame
open at the top, and a bottom beveled, as
shown, and a beveled plate adjustable longi-
tudinally upon the beveled bottom, a cam
journaled in the sides and provided with a
lever terminating in a strap-loop, in combi-
nation, substantially as described.

2. A holdback consisting of a main frame
open at the top, a cam journaled in the sides
of the frame and provided with a lever ter-
minating with a strap-loop upon its outer end,
in combination with a strap passing through
the loop and around the cam, and through
and between it and the bottom of the main
frame, substantially as deseribed.

3. The combination, with the thill and
breeching, and holdback-strap connected to
the breeching, of a holdback-fastening com-
prising a main frame consisting of a bottom

| and vertical sides, a cam journaled in the
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sides and provided with a lever terminating
with a loop, the holdback -strap passing
through the loop and around the cam and be-
tween 1t and the bottom of the frame, sub-
stantially as described. |

4. The combination of the main frame hav-
ing a bipartite beveled bottom with the cam
journaled in the sides of the main frame.

419,140

In-witﬁess whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 27th day of May, 1839.

CHARLES W. COLONY.
In presence of— 1

H. P. DENISON,
. P. DENISON.
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