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To all whom it May concerm: |
Beitknown that1, CHARLES F. STORRS, aem-

zen of the United Stetee residing at Wheaten |
in the county of Du Pebe and State of Illi- |
nois, have invented a new and useful Improve-

men‘o in Trusses, of Whleh the followmw 18 a

- specification.
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My invention relates particularly to an
improvement in mﬂdted rubber pads for her-
nial trusses.

My object is to provide a pad of this cless
which shall be capable of exerting a firm but

gentle pressure . against the herme to con-

1;11b11te to the comfort of the wearer, and
avold all danger of injury to the delicate
parts of the body upon which the pressure is

~ exerted.
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~ and 1t 1s still further my object to provide an
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parts.

It is also my object to construct the ped of
material which shall itself be inelastic to pre-
vent 1ts becoming permanently stretched

‘under the effect of constant pressure, but

render the pad yielding to a desirable degree;

improved retaining and re-enforcing -plate
which shall render the pad steady in its ad-
justed pOSlthlil upon the body, whereby dur-
ing the various movements of the wearer the
same even and comfortable pressure of the

~~ pad shall be maintained.

My invention consists in- the general con-
struction of my improved’ dewce, and alsoin
details of constructmn and combinations of

In the drewmgs,' Flg‘ure 1 is a sprmg—bow
truss provided with a pad of my improved
construction; and Fig. 2, a section on the line
22 of Fig. 1, and wewed in the d1rect10n of

‘the arrows.

A is the truss, which may be of any desired
form, though I prefer to employ a spring-

~ bow, and Shell describe my 1mprevements in

connection with a truss of that kind.

B is a hollow inflated soft-rubber ped In

-~ shape the pad may be hemispherical and

- other form desirable in Sp_eciel cases of her-
| nia. In the base s of the pad B is a metal
-plate C, having, preferably, two projecting
screw-sockets ¢ 7. The plate C is completely

slightly conical, as shown, ovoidal, or of any

embedded in-the rubber constituting the base

S, & leyer of rubber mtervemnb between it |

' end the inflated interior of thepad, while the
bases is thickened tocauseits exterior side to
be flush with the extremities of the pro;|ec-
tions 7. | 55
A serious objection to the employment of
inflated rubber pads as her etofore constructed
has existed, owing to the elastic quality of
‘the rubber, whlch would cause the pad 1n a
eompere‘olvely short time, owing to the more 6o
or less constant pressure egeinst it in use, to
become permanently stretched and produce
a permanentindentation at the point of press-
ure. Toovercome this difficulty, I employ in
the construction of the rounded or cushion 65
portion g of the pad canvas orotherinelastic
textile fabrie ¢/, covered, preferably, inside
and out with soft rubber g*>. As thus con-
structed the pad, when properly inflated, will
possess the necessary yielding quality and re- 70
tain its shape for an indefinite time. The
plate C, being embedded in the rubber form- -
ing the bese, as described, stiffens and
strennthene that part and constltutee, vir-
tuelly, an integral portion of the pad, by 75
means of W]llch the latter may be firmly se-
cured in 1ts operative position, as he1e1nafter o
described.
The base sof the padis preferebly rounded
oft at the edge, and a flanged metal plate D 3o
is provided to fit snugly over the base and
its rounded edge, as shown. |
The pad is secured to the sprmﬂ*-bow of
the truss by means of a curved pad-arm K,
provided with alongitudinal slot 0. The arm 85
‘may be adjusted to different angles with re-
lation to the bow and secured in edJusted po-
sition by means of the thumb-screw w«, all in
a common manner. The pad is fastened to
| the arm E by means of screwsp p, which pass go
through'the slot o in the arm and pertora-
tions in the plate D and into the screw-

| sockets ¢ of the plate C. The slot o 18 longer

than the distance between the screws D, which |

‘enables the pad to be adjusted, to a 11m1ted 95

extent, toward and from the bow. |
The plete D affords a stift foundation. for

the pad, and, as it extends over the curved

- portion of the base, prevents anyleterel play

or wabbling of the pad, which isanobjection 100

cominon to rubber pads as heretofore con-

structed. Owing to the snug fit within the
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flanged plate D of the base s, the body of the
wearer 1S kept free at all times from contact
with the metal.

My improved pad, connected as described,
permits the =nd of the spring-bow to extend
close to the body, which is a very desirable
feature, as it adds to the comfort of the
wearer and tends to avoid interference with
the free movement of his body.

WhatIclaim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An inflated air-tight truss-pad compris-
ing a molded integral base and rounded por-
tion of soft rubber having permanently ad-
hering to it, as by being embedded in the
rounded portion, an inelastic fabrie, whereby

stretching of the rubber element of the said

rounded portion is prevented, substantially

as described.

418,€60

2. In a truss, aninflated air-tight truss-pad 2o

B, comprising, in combination, a base portion
s, of soft rubber, having embedded therein,
substantially as deseribed, a metal plate C,
provided with serew-sockets ¢, and arounded
portion ¢, formed of an integral sheet com-
posed of layers of soft rubber and an inelas-
tic fabric permanently cemented together
throughout their entire contiguous surfaces,
whereby stretching of the rubber element of

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
CHARLES TF. STORRS.
In presence of—

J. W. DYRENFORTH,
M. J. BOWERS.
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‘the said rounded portion 1s prevented, sub- 30
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