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To all wiaom it My concern.:

Be it known that I, MILTON BRADLEY, a
‘citizen of the United
Springfield, in the county of IIampden and
State of "\Iassfwhusettb have invented new
and useful Implovement&, in Kinder garten-

States,

~ Tables, of which the follomnﬂ 18 a spec1 fica-

m.
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tion.

This inv entlon relates to mbleq for ](11’1(161-_
garten instruction, the object being to pro-
vide an 1mp1oved table for said purpose;

and the invention consists in the details of

the construction of said table, all as herein- |

after fully descmbpd and pointed out in the
claims. - -

In the dlawmgb forming pmt of ‘thq Speci-

Sec-.
tional view on line 4 4, Fig. 1, of a kmdeh'

fication, Figure 1 is a plan and Fig. 4 a
garten-table- eonstlucted aceor dmo to my in-
Ventwn Fig. 2 is a partial sn:le elevation.
gw 3 is a section. of the table1op on line 3 3,

1g. 1.
eoustm(,tlon hel emaftel fully described.

In the drawings, A indicates the table-top;
B, the border ther eof; ¢ d, respectively, the
10nn*1tudma1 and tmnsvmse or intersecting
lines on the top A, and ‘E are the fable- leﬂs.
The table-top A is constructed from wood Of

suitable W1dt11 and thlekness having formed

or cut therein a ser ies of ¢ Qrooves or ehannels

running at right angles ‘ro each other, said

charmels Lmrmw walls with parallel oppoblte
sides, and bemn ordinarily so spaced as to
form ome-inch squares on the table.
vision is also made in the table herein de-

. scribed for the formation around the extreme
outside edge of the table-top A adjoining

the inner edﬂe of the border B, by 1abbetmﬂ'

‘the edge of the border, as shown at x, Kig. 3 -
or the edwe of the table-top, or both, as nmybe'

preferr ed to obtain a suitable channel at the
border. It is obvious that to cut said chan-
nels in top A with facility, and eceuomlcdlly
it must bedone beforethe borderB is applied,

since it is essential to the durability of the
lined surface of said top that the depth of

sald channels be as great at the borders as
at the center of the table-top, in order that

~ the colored cement or like material e, (see

0O

Figs. 3 and 4,) with which the said channels

residing at:

‘Figs. 5, 6, and 7 illustrate details of'
b

Pro-

1 refinishing as aforesaid, it 1is
stood why the opposite walls of the channels.
containing said cement substance are made,
as afor esmd parallel with each other.

| Erom the’ surface of the top A inward, this

being-requisite and necessary to the proper
durability of the table,in order that the top
thereof may from tlme to time have its sur-
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face dressed or planed down to remove in-

~dentations and scratches therefrom that 1t

may receive in the use to which it is put.
In considering the above-mentioned refin-

Ishing or dressin,n the top of the table, and in

view of the fact that in so repairing it the
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depth of the cement lines. in the channels ¢
and  is reduced, and that it is desirable that

the same width of the lines at the surface of

the top A be preserved after each dressing or
easily under_—

The above mentlioned cement w ith which

the channels ¢ and d are filled may eonsist of

70

what is known as “painters’ lead,” having

mixed therewith Iamp-black or other' coloring
substance to produce lines of a desirable

color, said lead having also mixed therewith

any suitable hardening-drier which will ren-
der - the cement hald and durable after it
shall have been put into the sa,ld channels
and allowed to dry. |

Any other suitable pla,stm mater 131 capable

‘of fulfilling the above-named requirements

may be used the principal ones being adhe-
sive streng th and the capability of takmﬂ a
smooth ﬁl‘llbh on the outer surface of the
lines on a plane with the top A of the table.

- 'I'he construction of kindergarten-tables as

heretofore practiced, in which the above-de-

scribed lines on the top thereof are painted
or formed by scratching indented lines there-
on, have not embodied in their construction
the surrounding border B3, which provides a

surfdce beyond the bordels of the table-top

proper, in a plane with the surface of said
top, and hence tables so made without such a

border do not possess the means for bring-

ing distinetly under the eye of the pupil a de-
telmmate outer line, such as is shown in

Figs. 1 and 3 surrounding the extremities of

5 B |
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the lines ¢ and ¢, and the absence of "such -

determinate outer line in this class of tables

18 a.source of 1 mconvemenca to the teacher, for

and d are ﬁlled , 08y be of a 11111f01 m depth ) the reason that, as is well known ]oy those
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skilled in the art of klnderﬂ*mten teaehlng,

. the pupils follow their exercises—which in
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part consist in placing tablets on the herein-
described table at certain points on the lines
thereof to form geometrical figures—by dicta-
tion from the teacher, the latter indicating

the places upon which said tablets are to be

placed, by saying that the pupil shall com-
mence at the junction of such and such lines
trom the border of the table, and without a

-plane surface beyond the border-line, which

enables the pupil to distinctly determine the
irst line to be counted from, mistakes often
arise and occasion the- Sald inconvenience.
The said border B is attached :
edge of the table- -top A iIn any suitable man-

ner, that shown in the drawings being by
means of & tongue and groove, which is the
preferable one, because the border, particu-:
larly acrossthe end of the table, tends to keep
‘the top level by preventing warping, said

border being secured by gluing it to the top,

~ or other suitable means, the said top and:
“border being “faced off,” so to speak,and fin-:

1shed after the cemented lines shall have

been made and the border applied, as afore-f

said.

- with abrush, and when thetable is re dressed

35

45

or finished after a certain amount of wear the

lines must be newly formed; and so with the
sald scratched lines—they must also be newly

made under like conditions of wear, and are

at best 111d1stmct and U'enemlly have uneven
edges. - '

_FOl‘ convenience in lbIIlOVIHU' and StOWlIlﬂ

away a kindergarten-table afterthe said exer-
cises of the pupilsthereon areterminated, itis:
desirable that they should be constructed as.
“knockdown tables,” so to speak, in order
that room may be made for other exercises

1n the school-room; and tothat entl a suitable

- cleat A is secured under the table near each
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“end thereof, and to the edge of each of said.

cleats is hmned as 5hown in Figs. 2 and 4, &
table-leg E, smd oures showing said legs in
vertical posmons under the table, and Iﬂu 2
showing in dotted lines the folded pOSIthn
of one of sald legs and the brace devices.
The said brace devwes coiisist of two arms

fand g, each hung by one end to a pivot- |

o

around the

The klnderwmten-tables made as hereto-
tore, asabove desenbed having painted lines:
thereon, possess the inconvenience of hav-
ing such lines necessarily too wide when made

2 - - ' 418,437

| pld;tF‘ 7, said pivot-plates being secured one

on the under side of the table :fmd the other
on one side of said legs, and being united by

a sliding connection conmstnw Of a block n,
Fln 7, hm"mﬂ a screw-boltw passmn' throu'D"h

a c;luot in one of said arms, on which1is plaeed
a thumb-nut 2,-by which the brace-arms are
locked rigidly in the position shown in Fig.
2, when the leg is in a bupportmu‘ pOSlthI]

and by which they are so freed that the leg
‘may be folded up, as aforesaid.

The above-described brace-connections be-
tween the leg and the table constitute de-
vices which form a rigid brace when tightly
screwed together, and “thus serve to prevertt
the table from being shaken when several
pupils are sitting cwound it and performmo
their exercises thel‘eon

“WhatI claim as my invention i8—
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1. A kindergarten-table the top of which

is provided Wlth a series of channels inter-

secting each other, forming geometrical fig-
ures, and a filling of plastic material in sald

cha,nnels, and having.a plain surrounding
border the surface of which is level with the

portions of the top. within said border, sub-

stantially as described.
2. A kindergarten-table comprising the

top, 511bstantmlly as described, having a sur-

rounding border secured at t]16 edoeb there-

of, the top of which is level with said top
proper, and a series of intersecting channelsin
said so-formed top, havinga filling of contrast-
ing colored plastic material therem where-
by ceometrical figures are formed, cortain of
whleh_ illed ehannels are between smd border
and the top proper, whereby a determinate
ficure-surrounding line is formed within said
bmder 5ubqtant1&113 as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. A kindergarten-table COHSIStlHO‘ of dt0p
substantially as described, havine & series of
intersecting channels ’rherem filled with plas-
tic material, whereby geometrical figures are
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formed, and legs hlnﬂed to the under side of

said top, and hinged and sliding braces se-
cured to said topand to said legs, and means,

substantially as deseribed, for rigidly locking

said braces, for the purposeset forth.
MILTON BRADLEY.

Witnesses:
K. A. CHAPIN,
. M. CHAMBERLAIN.
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