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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

ANTON DIETRICH LUDWIG GATHEMANN, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

FlRE-KINI-D LER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 418 316, dated December 31, 1889.
‘Application ﬁled Pebruary 16, 1889, WSerial No, 300,197. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, ANTON DIETRICH LU D-
WIG GATHEMANN, of Baltimore city, in the
State of 1 WIalyland have invented a new and
useful Implovement in Fire - Kindlers, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention ]elateq to that class of kin-
dlers formed of a composition such as fire-
clay, sand, and sawdust, which are specially
prepared so as to retain the combustible ma-

- terial for a long time.
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~ whieh will helemaftel be fully described in
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My 1m*ent10n consists in a certain combi-

‘nation, with sand prepared blocks, of a sup-

por tmu device connected therew 1th the par-
tleulal arrangement and eombmatlon of

the annexed specification and claims, refer-

ence being had to the- aeeompanyuw draw-

Ings, in W’hlch-——-—

I‘lﬂ ure 1 1s a per Spe(,tlve view of my im-
ploved fire-kindler. Fig. 2 is a view of the
same as suspended beneath a grate.
shows the same as in use below a low wmte
and IKigs. 4 and 5 are views of IHOdlﬁC&ﬂOnS
heremaftel referred to.

~In the accompanying drawings, A denotes

the kindler or block proper, which is prefera-
bly formed of clay, sand, and asbestus baked
in the usual manner to render the same por-
ous for the retention for a considerable length
of time of the combustible material w1t]1
which it is treated when ready for use. 1t is

well known that kindling-blocks prepared
~In this manner retain the eombushble mate-

rial for a considerable period, and when placed
inside of t] e stove they may remain therein
until the fire is put out. The manner of
using the blocks as last described is, however,
Very (}bJ ectionable, as by their constant con-
tact with the fire they soon becomne split or
broken, which renders them worthless. To
obwate this objection, I provide the said

blocks with a suitable supporting device,

whereby the same may be quickly conneeted

‘with the grate from below, and by means of

which the block will be always held in close
connection with the fuel to be lighted. B de-
notes the said supporting devlc_e,, which con-
sistsof a stout piece of wire,the endsof which
pass through perforations ¢ ¢ in the block A.
Said ends are bent toward each other over the

block, as at b 0, then twisted to form a short |
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vertical stem % ,' as shown.
then bent in opposite directions, forming fin-

gers or prongs, which project over adjacent

n1ate-bms and support the block, as clearly
bhOWIl in the drawings.

When it is deswed to use lhe kindler 1n
cennectlon with a fire-pot where the grate is
too low to-admit of the block to be suspend-

ed beneath the same, it is placed in the po-

" The ends b2 D% are
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sition shown in Fig. 3, the supporting device

| forming a support for the kindler when the

same is canted on its edge, as shown.
To permit of the 1ead5 circulation of air

about the block when the sameis used in the

manner last deseribed, I form the Same with
shﬂhtly-eoneaved cﬂdes as at o’ o', thereby
allowing the air to pass beneath the block, as
shown by arrows in Fig. 3. The aper: tureb a
¢ in the klock also pwwde for additional
means of air-circulation.

When the kindler is nsed in connection

avith a grate in the manner shown in Figs. 1
and 2, the same is placed berneath the same
with its long axis parallel with the grate-
bars.  The supporting device 1s then ]’pushed

up between two of the bars,as shown in dot-
same is then given a

ted lines, Fig. 2. The s
half-turn, which projects the fingers b2 over

the omte--bals and thereby Suppmts the kin-

dler as shown.

Instead of forming and eonneetmw the sup-
porting device as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
the same may be constructed as shown i in Fig.
4 of the drawings, which shows a wire md
passed through a central perforation in the
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block, the upper end of which is split and

formed into prongs bent in opposite direc-
tiong; or the same may be constructed as
shown in Fig.
wire looped about said block extended up-
ward, the end of which is bent laterally and

Dack upon itself and extended beyond the

point of its first bend, thereby forming two
lateral extensions, as shown.

Having thus described my invention,what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
1§

1. An improved fire-kindler consisting Of A
porous body A, provided with concave %1des a’

a’, and a projecting stem or rod secured at

one end to the block A and provided with

suitable laterally - extending fingers at its
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5, which illustrates a single -
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outer end,-.whereby said block may be sus-

"pended under the grate-bars when: used un-
der a high grate and forming a support for
sald block when said block is tilted on 1ts

' 5 sideundera low crrate, substantially as shown,

and for the purpose described.
2. The combination, with the block A pro-

vided with air-passages ¢ «, passma tllmugh |
‘the body thereof, concave sides o’ a ’forming |.
10 alr-passages beneath the block when said |

block is tilted on its sides, of the supporting

device B, consisting of a rod or wire secured

to the block at 1ts 10w er end, as shown, its free
end projected, as at b’, and bent upon itself,

as at b 0% forming lateral arms for support--15
ing the block on the orate-bars, substantially

as and for the purpose desecribed.

ANTON DIETRICH LUDWIG GATHEMANN.
-Witnesses:

GRO. SAVAGE,
ARCHIBALD H TAYLOR.
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