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1o all whom it ma J concez Iv:

- Beitknownthat I, HENRY J. \VELCH a eltl—i
~ zen of the United Stdteﬁ,leSIdlﬂﬂ' at Oeu thage,.
‘erson and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful’

Imprevements in Holdbacks for Vehicle-

Thills; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exaect desecription of the

mventlon sueh as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertainsto make and.
use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying dlamnﬂ‘s, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, w hleh f01m a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in holdback attach-

ments for vehicle-thills, and it has more par-
ticular reference to that class of holdback-

irons in which the object sought to be ac-
complished is to provide a means whereby In

- the event of accident resulting in the de-
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- generally improve upon the construction, dis-
pense entirely with the use of springs, and
‘at the same time to cheapen and render more
‘serviceableand positive in operation this claeq.

~of devices. -

 the invention may pertain the same consists
in the peculiarconstruction and in the novel
combination, arrangement, and adaptation of
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tachment of the horse from the Vehmle, either

by the breaking or unhitehing of the traces,
the heldbaek-stra-ps may be automatically
released from their attachment to the thills
In

by the forward movement of the horse.
holdback -irons of this class as heretofore
constructed the operation of the device has

been dependent upen the opemtwn or tenemn'

of a spring.
‘The object of the plesent invention is to

To the above ends Ell]ﬂ to such others . as

parts, all as more fullyhelemaftm described,

‘shown in the accompanying drawings, and_.
~ then speelﬁemly defined 111 the .:Lppended

claims.
The invention is clearly 1llubt1ated in the

accompanying drawings, which, with the let-.

- ters of reference mar ked theleon form a part
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of this 5pec1ﬁe@t1on like letters of reference

. indicating like parts throughont the eeveml_

views, &nd in which dmwmﬂ‘s-—--

I‘wme 1 is a front view of a holdback at- |

‘invention.
section of the same.

‘Tecess.

‘body of the casting by

' tachment_ constructed in accordance withmy
Fig. 2 1s .a central 10nn'1tudmal_ |
. Fig. 3 is an enlar ged

detail in perspective of the latch or level 16-
moved from the body of the device.

- Reference now being had to the details ef C

the drawings by lettel A represents the body
of thedevice, whichis mede atasingle casting,
and is pr ovided at points near its ends wn;h'_
vertical holes B, through which screws are

passed in securing it to the thill of a vehicle.
Rising from the upper face of the casting A

is a cuwed standard or extension C, the

curvature of the inner face of said standard
_bemcr extended to form the curved recess D
The upper face

in the body of the casting.
of the recess D is cut away upon either side

of its longitudinal center, thus forming a "

lon e‘1’rud1na,1 central ridge ehtendmﬁ' fhrouﬂ'h

saad recess, for a pm poqe W hmh Wlll presently' |

appear.

An upwardly extended lun‘ A? rising from

the body of the casting at the end of the re-
cess D opposite to ‘rhat formed by the stand-

ard C, forms the pivotal point of the curved -

lever E, which lever consists of a
block of metal.

fitted over the convex upper face of the said
A pin or rivet ¥, passed through the
lever and a hole in the upper end of the lug
A? serves to pivotally attach the lever to the

-body of the casting A, while the free end G 85
of the lever serves as a handle by w luch the =

said lever may bé operated.

substantial N
h The lower face is curved to -
correspond with the curvature of the recess |

D and is concaved, so as to adapt it to be 80

It will be seen that by this constr action &

form of the lever being such as to cause. 1t to

very simple and effective deviceis produced.

The use of springs is entirely avoided, the-i-,ge_f:._'__:-_ ._

be normally retained mthm its seat in the = -

oravity. The weight
of the holdbacl«:-stmp WIH also serve to more

| securely hold the lever in place, while the.
i concaved lower face of the lever fitted, as

05 =

described, over the cor responding convex up-
per face of the recess will serve to eﬂ’ectua,ll y

prevent lateral displacement.

The holdback-strap may be qmekly and.
| easily released from its engagement by sim-
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ply pressing downwmd upon the handle at o
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the free end of the lever, and the tmmnﬂ of
the lever will serve to throw the strap free
from the device, as will be readily understood.

While I have deseribed my latch as used

as a holdback attachment for vehicle-thills,

I do not intend to restrict myself.to its use in
such connection, as it is at once evident that

1t is equally well adapted for use in connec-
tion with check-hocoks of harnesses and 111
other devices of various character.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim to be new, and desire tosecure by Letfer:
Patent 18—
| The combination, with the body portion
hfwmﬂ an upwardly—extemded curved stand-
ard &nd curved recess, as described, -of a
curved gravity-latch pivoted to the body por-
tion and normally fitted within and forming
the bottom of said recess, %ubstfmtmlly as

20 shown and desecribed.
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2. The herein-desceribed holdback attach-
ment for vehiele-thills, the same comprising,
in combination, a body -portion, a curved
standard rising therefrom, a curved recess
adjacent to the standard and formed with a
central longitudinal ridge, an upwardly-ex-
tended lug, a gravity-lever pivoted to the lug
and adapted to normally rest within the re-
cess, and an operating-handle upon the free
end of the pivoted lever, substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

1n presence of two witnesses.

-‘\‘T EIJC I:[

ﬁ}imesses:
| K. H. MYERS,
A. G. PECK.
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