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To all whom it may concern:

Ie it known that I, WELLINGTON PATTIN,
of. Bridgeville, in the county of Sussex and
State of Delaware, have invented a new and
Improved Fruit-Basket, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my new and
improved fruit-basket. Fig. 2 is an edge
view of the same; and Fig. 3is a plan view of
the basket. |

T'’he Invention will first be deseribed in con-
nection with the drawings, and *then pointed
out in the claims. |

The object of the invention is to provide a
fruit-basket, by the use of which space may
be utilized in packing, aiding in the preser-

‘vation of the fruit by preventing jostling of

the same during transportation, and to other-

wise improve upon articles of this character, |
as will be more particularly hereinafter set |

forth.. | | |
- The novelty resides in the peculiar combi-
nations and the construetion, arrangement,
and adaptation of parts, all as more fully
hereinafter described, and then specifically
pointed out in the appended claims. o
Referring to the details of the drawings by
letter, A designates the bottom, of elongated
or oblongoctagonal shape; B, the staves, some

of which will hereinafter be more particu- |

larly designated by other marks-—such as B’

B% and the like; C, the lower hoop; D, the

central or middle hoop, and E and F the inner
and outer upper hoops, respectively.

The bottom A is formed with the longer

parallel sides a, and the ends of said bottom
with the three sides b b b. To each side a of
the said bottom are secured the lower ends of
the staves B B/, and to the central side-b of
the ends are secured the staves B3, and to the
other sides O the staves B*are secured.
lower ends of the staves are held in place by
means of the lower hoop C, which is retained
in place by the nails ¢, passed through said
staves and into the edge of the bottom A.
The staves extend substantially parallel to
each other from the bottom of the basket to

The

'nea-rly the point where the central hoop D is

attached, and above that point the staves
bulge or extend outwardly to form a bell-
shaped mouth.

d, for the passage of the central hoop, said
hoop passing outside of the alternate staves
B’ and B? as shown, and through the said
slots in the staves BB* Thus the stavesand
hoop serve to assist each otherin bracing the
basket and adapting it to better stand the
strain thereon. By thisarrangement no nail-
ing or other fastening is required, except the
nail efor securing the lapped ends of the hoop.
The top hoops E I are of course larger than
the central hoop, and are transversely scored
at f ' and bent to form parallel sides ¢ g and
six end panels orsides h, said sides and ends
corresponding in shape to the sides and ends
of the bottom A, and in this manner the scor-
ing acts as bracesand gives strength and firm-
ness to the basket. ”’

By the use of a basket constructed as above
described a great savingof space in packing
18 accomplished, as the shape admits of ad-
justing the basket to different spaces, which
18 essential in earrying fresh fruits, for the
closer the baskets are stored the better for
the fruit at the end of the transportation.
I'he bell shape of the upper portion of the

staves is also important, as it relieves the

fruit in the bottom of the basket in a great
measure of the weight of the fruit in the up-
per partthereof from the central hoop to the
top of the rim, as the outward decline from
sald central hoop to the rim makes a relief-
support of weight from resting whelly upon
the fruit in the lower part of the basket.
Having thus described my invention, what

I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a basket formed of the oblong octagonal bot-
tom, the staves secured atone end to the sides
and ends of said bottom and extended sub-
stantially parallel to each other to about the

center of the height of the basket, and from

thence curved gradually outwardly, the alter-
nate staves being slotted, as at d, the central
hoop D passed through the slots in each alter-

nate stave and around the altemate staves

| The staves B B?*—that is,
each alternate stave—are slotted, as shown at
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between the sloited staves, and the upper
hoops secured to the tops of the staves, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
the basket desceribed, consisting of the oblong
octagonal bottom A,the stavessecured to the
sides and ends of said bottom, and extended
substantially parallel to each other to about
the vertical center of the basket, and from
thence curved gradually outwardly, the alter-

nate staves being slotted, as at d, the central

hoop D passed through the slots in each alter-
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nate stave, and around the alternate staves

between the slotted staves at the point where
the said staves beginto bulge outwardly, and
the upper hoops, one upon each side of the
tops of the staves, and scored, as shown, to
correspond with the shape of the bottom A,
substantially as shown and described, and
for the purpose specified. |
WELLINGTON PATTIN,
Witnesses:
W. H. JACOBS,
B. G. MoORE.
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