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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGES. CLOW, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Colum-
bus, in the county of Franklin and State of
Ohio, haveinvented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Scythe-Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the construction of
fastenings or couplings for connecting the
snath or han dle of a seythe with the heel of the
blade; and the objects of my invention are to
provide a silmple and durable device of this
kind by means of which a rigid and secure
couplingorconnection of thescythe blade and

handle may be easily and readily made; to

so construct the coupling as to admit of the
heel of the scythe being adjusted thereon in
a horizontal plane; to vary the angle at which
the edge of the scythe will strike the grass;
to so construct the same as to prevent the ne-
cessity of drawing the blade outward through
the loop-bolt in effecting the adjustment, and
to produce the same In a neat and compact
form at a reasonable cost of manufacture.
These objects 1 aceomplish in the manner

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in

which—

Iigure 1 is a front or face view of my de-
vice, ,&-,hownw the heel or tang of the scythe
connected with the f&stening device and
showing in dotied lines two different adjust-
ments of said heel. Fig. 21is aside elevation
of the same. I'ig.31is a vertical longitudinal
section taken on lme x x of Fig. 1; and Kig.
4 18 a side elevation of my Impmved lockmo*
key or bolt, ;
ling,

Similar lettersrefer tosimilarparts throungh-
out the several views.

a represents the outer end of the snath or
scythe handle,  which may be of the usual
form; and O represents the metallic coupling-
plate, having on its outer end an upwardly-
projecting band or loop c.
the plate forming the bottom of the ioop ¢ is
provided, as shown, with a transverse slot, and
a bolt-hole 1s formed in said band at a point
vertically opposite the center of said slot. The
rear portion of the plate b is thickened down-
wardly, as shown, in the form of a transverse
barrel or tube d. The forward side of this
barreld is cutaway, as shown, to within a short

shown detached from the coup-

That portion of

[ distance of its ends, thus giving the central

portion approximately the appearance, when
viewed from the upper or lower side of the
plate, of a half-cylindrical body. The rear
cut edges of the barrel or tube thus formed
are curved slightly inward, as shown, to con-
form to the curve of and blll’l“‘ them par&llel
with a cross-piece &/, which e*{tends between
and is formed with the side arms of the plate

' b slightly in front and beneath the barrel d.

~ f represents my improved locking key or
bolt, by means of which, as hereinafter de-
scribed, the heel of the scythe-blade is firmly
locked in connection with the coupling-plate.
T'his key, as shown in the drawings, consists
of a bolt having formed in two opposite sides
oppositely-located rows of notches ¢g. As
shown in the drawings, I preferably form on
one side of said key three of thenotches g, and
upon the other side two notches, the notches
of one side being located diametrically oppo-

site the teeth or projections produced in

forming the notches on the opposite side.
Any desired number of notches may, how-
ever, be formed in the key. One end of said
key 18 provided, as shown, with a circular
flange 7, from which plo,]ects outwardly a
nut—shaped head /",

The key f, formed as above described, 1s in-
serted within the barrel ¢ until the flange /i
bears against the end thereof, while the re-
malning end of the key is flattened or riv-
eted against a washer 2, which surrounds the
outer projecting end of the key and bears
loosely against the corresponding end of the
barrel. T'he rear end of the plate a termi-
nates in a short extension k.

The coupling-plate is connected with the
outer portion of the snath by inserting the
end of the latter through the band or loop ¢
in the usual manner. The rear portion of the
plate 1s then rigidly connected with the snath
by means of a screw or bolt passing down-
ward through a screw or bolt hole formed in
the plate-termination £, while the forward
end of the snath is fixed within the band c
by means of a bolt m, made to extend up-
wardly through the band bolt hole and plate-
slot, said bolt having a looped head adapted
to rest partially within said plate-slot in the
usual manner.,

n represents the heel of the blade, which is
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of the usual form. This heel i1s inserted |

through the loop of the bolt m, and, resting
upon the plate a, has its downturned end
resting within the desired one of the key-
notches g and bearing between the frame
cross-piece 6’ and said k:ey The nut m’ on

the end of the bolt m being tightened until

the blade-heel is pressed by the bolt-loop

~ firmly against the plate, it will be seen that

IO

20

it will be impossible for the blade-heel end
to escape from 1ts position within the Kkey-
notch by being elevated therefrom. It will
also Dbe obbewed that the heel end, being
- made to fit snugly within the key-—noteh any
tendency of the formel to move la,terally will -

be obviated.

It being desired to chmwe the angle of the
blade, this may 1eadll} be accomphshed by
loosenmﬂ' the nut m’ sufficiently to admit of
the elevatmn of the heel end and the latter
being moved laterally and dropped into the
demred one of the notches, in which it may
be secured by again tightening the nut m'.
In case the deswed angle c&nnot be obtained
by the notches on one side of the key, the lat-
ter may be turned a half-revolution and the
heel end dropped into one of the new notches

thus presented. |
Owing to the curve of the space between

the key tube or barrel and the plate Cross-
piece, it will be seen that the movement of

the heel end will be in the arc of a circle dur-
ing adjustment and will not be retarded.

I am aware that scythe-fasteners have

been made and used heretofore, and that the
method of connecting the plate and blade
heel by a loop-bolt is: substantmllv the same,
and that plates have been used wherein open-
ings or sockets have been formed for the re-
ception of the heel end; but my invention
differs from these in the method and means
of locking and adjusting the blade-heel.

"Having now fully described my invention,
what I clmm and d@blI’B to secure by Letterb
Patent, is— *

In a seythe fastener, the combmatwn with
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a coupling-plate b, havmw a snath socket or

band, half- tubula,r plOJthLOIl d, and plate

cross-piece b’ in front of the same, of the
notched key-bolt f, bearing loosely within
said tubular projection and the scythe-blade
heel having a downturned outer end, sub-
stantmlly as cmd for the purpose ‘%peCIﬁed

GEORGE 8. CLOW.

In presence of—
BARTON GRIFFITH,
C C. SHEPHERD.
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