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To all whom it maz Y CONCermn.:

Be it known that I, WirLLiAm C. GRAFTON,
of Topeka, Shawnee count}, Kangas, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Night-Call Boards for Hotels, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion, reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part hereof.
My improvement relates to that class of in-

dicators which are used in hotels to indicate

the hour at which a guest in a certain room
desires to be called; and it consists of the de-
tailed construction and arrangement of the
parts, as will be hereinaffer de%cribed 11lus-
trated, and claimed.

Referrmﬂ' to the drawings, in whlch similar
letters of refel ence mdlcate corresponding
parts in all the figures, Figure 1 18 a front ele-
vation of my improved indicator, and Fig. 2
I1s a perspective view of one of the pegs de-

~tached.
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In carrying out my invention I employ a
frame A, which may be of anysuitable shape,
said frame being provided with a suitable
backing, which may be divided into any de-
sired number of advertising-spaces a 2. At
the bottom of the frame A, and extending en-
tirely across its face, I arrange the series of
pegs or pins C, bearing the numbers of the
rooms, 1n parallel rows of perforations e,
formed in the back of the frame A. Dir eet]y
above therows of pegsand about the vertical

~ center of the board or frame A, I arrange a
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vertical compartment or panel,which contains
at one sidea column of numbers B, represent-
ing the different hours and fractions thereof.

Directly opposite the hours and fractions I

form a series of openings D,adapted torecelive
the pegs C, thus 111(.‘11(3&131110‘ clearly at what
time a guest in a certain room desires to be
called, and it is obvious that-by having a se-

- ries of such holes D arranged opposite the

hours anynumber of guests occupying differ-

‘ent rooms can-be called at the same time.

The operation of my device 18 very simple.
IForinstance, suppose a guest occupying room
No. 2 desires to be called at5.30. The hotel-

clerk will remove the peg C bearingthe num-
ber 2 upon its face and place it in the hole
50 opposite the hour 5.30 of the hour-column b.

{ and corporations.

Should another guest occcupying a different

room desirée to be called at the same time, the

clerk will remove the peg bearing the num-
ber of his room and place 1t In one of the per-

forations opposite the peg No. 2.

I am aware that the use, as ameans to note
the time of the arrival and departure of the
employés or occupants of a public establish-
ment, of a board having a series of apertures
opposﬂ:e which are mdlcated the hours and
fractions thereof, and numbered plugs for ad-
justment from one aperture to another, 1snot
new, and thereforel do not claim, broadly, an
indicator provided with a time-column and
perforations opposite to the numbers in the
said column for the reception of numbered
plugs or pegs. | -

I amaware of the patentgranted to Winder,

- No. 208,780, which shows a car-indicator pro-

vided with numbered pegs and columns of
perforations to receive said pegs; and I am
also aware of the patent granted to Gareau,
No. 385,393, which shows an office- -indicator
prowded with numbered pegs, a time-column,
and perforationsadjacentto the time-column;
but I donot claim these features, broadly, and
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neither of the said indicators will serve for

the purpose for which my 1mproved call-
board is designed. - In the latter a group or
series of perforations exclusively appropri-

ated to the pegs is arranged at the bottom of
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the frame within convenlent reach of the -

clerk and extending entirely across the face
of said frame. Abovethecenterof thisgroup
or series is arranged a vertical panel or com-
partment containing the time-column and se-
ries of perforations aligned with the numbers
in said column, and above and on opposite
sides of the central panel or compartment and
above the lower group or series of perfora-
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tions are arranged a series of advertising-

spaces, which are adapted to receive the ad-
vertising-cards and signs of business men
' It will be seen that the
central panel and the lower group of perfora-
tions oceupy but a comparatively small pro-
portion of the surtace of the board, thereby

leaving the greater part thereof free for ad-

vertising purposes. Therefore, from the

| above it will beunderstood that myinvention
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lies in the peculiar and novel arrangement of
parts whereby the uses and advantages of a
hotel night-call board and an advertising-
board are combined in a simple and inexpen-
sive device. | |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | |

The herein-desceribed night-eall board for
hotels, consisting of a frame having a base or
board A, provided at its bottom with a trans-
verse or horizontal group or series of perfora-
tionsc ¢, which are execlusively appropriated
to plugs or pegs bearing numbers or charac-
ters to designate rooms, said plugs or pegs
being normally located in such perforations,
the vertical central panel or compartment
containing at one side a column of numbers

415,105

B, indicating hours and fractions of hours,
and an additional group or series of perfora-
tions D D, aligned horizontally with the num-
bers in said column B3 and adapted to receive
the numbered plugs or pegs to indicate that
the occupant of a certain room desires to be
called at a certain hour,and the advertising-
spaces a a, arranged above and on opposite
sides of the central panel or compartment
and above the lower group or series of per-
forations ¢, all econstructed and arranged sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified,
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. _
WILLIAM C. GRAFTON.
Witnesses: | | |
J. D. SALMONS,
W. J. MCKINNEY.
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