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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE DESPIAU, a
citizen of the French Republic, residing at
Aigues-Mortes, in said Republice, have in-

vented a new and useful Wedge or Key for
Seemmﬂ* Railroad-Rails in their Chairs, (for

which I have obtained a patent 1n I‘mnce'

dated December 16, 1886, No. 180,245; in Bel-
gium dated June 8 18b7 No. 77, 751 and in
Enﬂ'land dated June 10, 1887 No. 8 ,377,) of

which the following is a full cleal and exact

description.

The wedge which is the object of this 111-'

vention is de%wned to take the place of the
wooden wedges ordinarily used for securing
rails in their chairs. It affords all the ad-
vantages which it has been endeavored to ob-
tain without the disadvantages of some means
which have been tried without yielding the
desired results. It is composed of a pieceof
cast or wrought iron, the two lateral surfaces
of which are ¢ut out in such a manner as to
allow the introduction of two wooden plates
provided with beveled edges, and which con-
sequently form a dovetml 3011113 with the iron
art.
F In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 showsa
bottom view of a wedge _plowded with the
wooden plates. Kig. 2 shows a top view, and

Fig. 3 shows a transverse section on the line

X ‘( of Fig. 2.
As shown in Fig. 2, the melallic part A of
the wedge is recessed on each side, as shown

at A? and provided on its top end- with two

collars A’, projecting for about one-third of
the dlstfmce over the wooden plates a. This

upper end of the wedge is slightly arched, as
shown at b in Fig. 3, and the projecting col-
lars A’ prevent the water from penetrating

between the wood and the metal. The wooden
plates are made to fit somewhat tightly in
the recesses hollowed out for their reception,
and are in this manner and by the dovetail-

ing of the ends of the recesses at p and by

the collars A’ sufficiently held at their place,

so.that they will not be displaced while the

wedges are handled, and 1t is of course un-

derstood that as soon as the wedges are put
1n their place a displacement 1s impossible.
1t i1s preferable to use 1mpreﬂnaJted conl-
pressed wood.
These wedges can be strongly driven, with-
out being spoiled, until the rail 18 well se-

cured, and no breaking of the chairs is to be

apprehended. Their elasticity and invaria-
ble adherence give the track a great stability,
make the maintenance easier and cheaper,and

preserve the rolling-stock against the shocks

occasioned by the bad adherence of the ordi-

nary wedges, in consequence of which both

material and passengers will be less tired and

their safety is considerably increased.
Having thus described my invention, what

L Cchlm as new, and desire to secure by Lettms

In a wedﬂe for securing railway-rails, the
combin’atiom, with the metallic portions re-
cessed, as set forth, and having the top col-

lars A’ and end dovetails p, of the wooden

portions ¢, fitting said recesses, substantially
as described. _
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
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have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of

January, 1889. .
THEODORE DESPIATU.
Witnesses:
~ (FREGORY PHELAN
E. LAMBERTON.
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