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To-all whc)mf it may concern:

‘Beitknown thatwe, THOMAS B. MAGRUDER,

residing at Port Gibson, Claiborne county, and
IsAAC C. GRIFFITH and LEVI W. SWAFFORD,
5 residing at Vicksburg, Warren county, Mis-

sissippi, all citizens of the United States, have |
invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Connecting Devices for Bands and

Straps; and we do declare the following to be |

1o afull,clear,and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawings, and to the letters and fig-

a part of this specification.

Ourinvention relates to a device for usein
connecting a band or strap to a connection of

any sort, a,nd refers, primarily, to what 1s
known as “trace-carriers” or “back-band
hooks” forplow-harness. The same construc-
tion is, however, appheable to suspenders for
‘personal wear and to various other situations
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where it is required to connect a band orstrap

to a connection of any sort in such a manner
as to be readily adjustable.
The device consists of a metallic or other
plate bentuponitself to form a partially-closed
- trough, and provided with one or more slots or
30 openings extending along the plate into the
walls of the trough or chzmnel and a locking-
pin having studsor ploJeetwns which causes
the material of the strap or band to be securely
engaged in the hook or carriers The device
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35 is also provided with a hook, hole, or projec-.

tion by meansof which the trace or other part
is engaged.
" The manner of making engagement be-
tween the band or strap and buckle isto fold
the band upon itself, press the folded end into
the trough or channel, and insert the pin be-
tween the folds of the band from the side of
the carrier with the projections along the open
line or edge of the trough, and when the pro-
jections register with the slots in the body of
the hook or carrier draw upon the band above
the said hook or carrier, and the pin will be
turned until its projection or projections are
caught by the upper end of the slots, and the
50 band will be securely held, . _
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ures of reference marked thereon, Whlch form |

" The accompanying drawings illustrate our
invention.

Figure 1is a view of the locking devite with
a band attached. Fig.21is a side view of the
same., FKig. 3 i3 an elemtzon of the locking-
pin. Fig. 4 is a view of the locking dewce
with the band detached and shewmﬂ* the pin
in place,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
oceur,

A is the band or strap, which may be the
back-band of plow-harness, the body of a sus-

pender for personal wear, or any other desire'd |

flexible band or strap.
B is the body of the hook, buckle, or car-
rier. This body may be made of sheet metal

of suitable thickness and rigidity; or it may

be cast of metal or formed of any other suit-
able material or in any suitable manner. In
it is formed a trough or channel C, which is
substantially circularin outline and is drawn
well in along its longitudinal edges C’ C’, so

that the slit or opening C*is of less width than -

the diameter of the trough or channel. The
two edges ¢’ C’ are on the same or nearly
the same plane with each other and with the

smooth plane surfaceis presented forthe band
to rest against and form a smooth surface for
the side of the horse to come against, so that
there will be the least possible amount of rub-

bing upon the wearer, whether man or beast.

One or more slots b are cutin the body of the
device and extend into the trough or channel.

D is a hook, opening, or projection, to which
the trace or other part is affixed.

~ K is a pin of a size somewhat smaller than

the trough C, which bears a projection or pro-
jections e, according to the number of slots
in the carrier,

The band or strap A is fOlded upon itself
and the fold inserted in the trough C through
slit C?. Then the pin K, with projection or
projections e in line with slit C?% is pushed in
from the end of the trough between the folded
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‘entire inner face B’ of the device, so that a
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thicknesses of the band until the projection

or projections e register with the slot or slots
b, and then by drawing upon the upper por-

| tion of the band the pin will be turned until
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the projections meet the upper ends b’ b’ of

slots b with the band or strap between them,
~which will be securely held.

It is evident that the invention can be ap-
plied to many situations besides_the back-
band of harness, and we do not desire to be
limited in ifs application to any paltleulal
situation or situations. |

The lowerend of the body of the device may

be turned up to make a second hook D, as
shown. -

- Having thus described our 111Vent1011 what |
we clmm and desire to secure by Lettels Pat- |

ent, is—
1. A connecting device for bands and straps, |

congisting of a body B, having the paltlally- |

closed trour>h C and slot or sl.ots b, m COIIlbI-

1n presence of two witnesses.

414,560

| nation with a pin 'ha,ving projection or pro-
jections e¢,and means for attaching a trace or
| other part, as set forth.
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~ 9. Aconnecting device for bands and straps,

consisting of a body B, having the partially-

closed troun*h C and slot or slots b,and a hook

D, in combmatwn with a pin hawnﬂ‘ a pro-

Jectlon or projections, as set forth.
Intestimony whereof we affix our signatures

THOMAS B MAGRUDER
ISAAC C. GRIFFITH.
LEVI W. SWAFFORD.

- Withesses:
RICHARD G GROOME
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