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To «ll whonv it meay conceriv:

Be it known that we, JAMES D. IIARTLEY
and SAMUEL II. HARTLEY, citizens of the
United dtates, residing at Chester, in the
county of Crawford and State of Arkansas,
have invented a new and useful Buckle, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments in buckles, and is designed for use in
any position upon a harness or other places
to which 1t 1s adapted; and among the ob-
jects in view are to provide a buckle formed
in a single pilece, cheap and simple, and
adapted to be connected with a strap without

. sewing or other extraneous means, and which

1s adapted for the reception and connection
of either two separate strapsorasingle strap,
one end of which 18 passed therethrough and
pent upon itself to form a loop, all as will be
hereinafter described.

The Invention consists in certain features

of construction hereinafter specified, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 11s a
perspective of abuckleconstructedin accord-
ance with our invention, the same being pro-
vided with & strap bent upon itself to form a
loop, such as usually formed in checkreins.
Fig. 2 is a perspective 1n detail of a buckle;
Fig. 3, a bottom plan; Fig. 4, a top plan, and
Fig. 5 a vertical longitudinal section.

lee numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

In practicing “the invention we cast the
bueckle 1 in a single plece, and with a central
2, gracdually thickened or
The plate 2

widened toward its front end 3

~at about its centeris provided with an open-
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ing 4, the opposite edges of which are trans-
versely recessed, as at 5,torecelve a pintle 6,
upon which is mounted oppositely-disposed
buckle-tongues 7, the tonguesin thisinstance
being slightly curved to facilitate the receiv-
ing of the strap, but which may be straight,
if desired.

Upon what we term the “upper face’ of the
buckle are formed at each sicde of the open-
ing 4 keepers 8 and 9, the keeper 8 being at
the forward end and slightly beyond the open-
ing 4, and the keeper 9 being substantially
over the rear end of the opening 4, and both

- dressed side to view.

keepers being inline with each otherand pro-
vided with intermediate strap-receiving nar-
row guiding-flanges 10, formed at each sule of
the plate 2. The 0ppos1te or bottomn side of
the plate 2 is provided with a rear keeper 11,
slightly beyond the opening 4, the end W&HS
of said opening belng pr eferably inclined from
front to rear when lookmn at the upper por-
tion of a buckle, and upon this bottom side
and from about the end of the opening 4 at
1ts front is formed a keeper or housing 12, ex-
tending forwardly and projecting beyond the
end of the buckle-plate 2, said keeper or
housing preferably being provided with a
central opening 13, whereby a strap passed
therethrough and designed to be bent upon
itself may be twisted, so as to presen{ its
The opening 13 also
serves as a means for taking in the strap, as
will be apparent.

14 represents the strap, in this instance in-
tended to represent a checkrein, the termi-
nals of which have been passed through the
buckle, as will be apparent, thus forming a
rear loop 15 for connection with the usual
eye or hook of the saddle.

The advantages of a buckle constructed as
described are numerous, and will be readily
appreciated by those conversant in harness-
making, for the reason that either side of the
buckle may be used at its front or face, and
no sewing is required, thereby lessening the
liability of breakage, is applicable to various
parts of the harness, and, in fact, can be used
with full advantage in any position where a
buckle 1s required.

‘Having descr 1bed our invention, Wh&t we
claim is—

1. The herein-described buckle, the body of
which is provided with Opposﬂel} -inclined
strap-receiving passages extending through-
out the length of the body, and a lon oitudinal
partition having a central transverse open-
ing between ihe passages, 1n combination
with a pintle mounted in the opening, and
tongues for engaging the straps pro,]ecting
into each of the passages, substantially as
specified.

2. A buckle having a central transversely-
slotted plate or body, one end of which is

thicker than the other, and keepers arranged
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at each end and upon the opposite facesof the
body portion, thus forming opposite longi-
tudinal strap-receiving ways inclined at an
angle to each other, and a pintle mounted in
the recess and provided with oppositely-dis-
poqedtonﬂ'ues projectingintothe strap- -recelv-
Ing passages, substantially as specified.

3 The her em-desenbed buckle, consisting
of the plate 2, thickened toward one end and
having the opening 4 and recess 9, the pintle
6, mounted 1in the recess, the tongues 7,
mounted on the pintle, the keepers S and 9,
mounted upon the upper face of the buckle
and at each side of the opening 4 and con-
nected by the intermediate opposite flanges
10,and the keepers1l and 12, mounted at the

' oppomte side of the plate and connected by
the flange 10, the keeper 12 being plo;]ected
beyond the end of the plate and having an
opening 13, substantially as specified.

4. The herein-described buckle, consisting |

414,407

of the central body-partition extending from
end to end thereof and provided with a tongue
projecting at each side of the same, keepers
mounted upon each side of the plate, forming
ways, one of sald keepers being provided with,
an opening 13 and adapted to receive the
strap 14, the ends of which are each passed
through a passage forming a loop 15, and one
end given a hali-twist opposite the opening
13, whereby the dressed side of the strap may
merge outwardly from the buckle at each end
of each of its passages, substantially asspeci-
fied.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown we have hereto affixed our Slﬂ*nauues

in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES D. HARTLEY.

SAMUEL II. HARTLEY.

W’ltnesseﬂs
E. S. BL&N’KS

Gr. W. JONES.
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