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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. RICHARDS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fastenings for Buariai-

Caskets, of which the following 1s a speelﬁca-
tion.

The object of the invention 1s to produce a
device which can be used both for a hinge
and a fastening for a burial-casket.

The nature of the invention consists in the
details of combination and construction sub-
stantially as illastrated in the accompanying
drawings, hereinafter. deseribed, and subse-
quently pointed out in the claim.

Figure .1 illustrates an ordinary burial-
casket with my invention attached. Kigs. 2,

3, 4, and 5 are detail sectional views 1llustrat-

ing the same 1n various ways. -

Upon the edges of the casket-cover ¢ are
placed four or more catches, designated, re-
spectively, by ¢ ¢" & £’. These are secured by
screws passing through their bases ¢ . Upon
the edges of the bottom of the casket arefast-
ened the metallic plates ¢, 7, g, and A. These
are each formed with an L-shaped slot, most
clearly illustrated bv /. of Fig. 5. These are
adapted and arranged sothat thesaid catches
will all simultaneously slip each into one end
of a corresponding slot,in which case the foot
of the casket-cover would reach a little be-
vond the bottom; but theslots in these plates
are so arranged that when the catches have
been so put in they may, by pushing the cover
up toward the head be slipped 1nto a narrower
part of the slot, as tllustrated in section in
Figs. 2 and 4. At thesametime the head ¢’
of the spring ¢’ falls into the notech o of the
said plate and prevents the fastening from
slipping back, and so the cover is 5ecurely
fastened on the casket. This spring ¢’ is

fastened to and slips with the casket-cover;
but when it is desired to open the casket the
head ¢’/ of the spring ¢’ is lifted out of the
The cover will then be free to slip |

notch o.

down, and, being pushed down a little, brings
the fastenersinto the wide partof the slots in
said plates, and then the cover may be opened.
To facilitate the raising of the head of said
spring out of sald notcll an extension of said
head Teaches a little without the edge of the
cover, so that it will be convenient for the
operator to lift it with his finger. When the
cover of the casket has been so slipped down
the operator may lift it straight off entirely,
or, if it be more desirable, he can lift only one
edﬂ‘e of the cover. Then the fasteners on the
other side of the lid, performing the part of
hin ges, will assume the position illustrated in
Fig. 3 and there designated by the proper let-
tels The cover may thus be opened from
either side, and the fasteners on either side
may be used as hinges for the lid to turn on.
When required, the casket is to be closed, as
hereinbefore described. Otherwise than as
herein described this burial-casket is used in
the common and well-known way.
What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—
- The combination, with a burial-casket and

metallic plates formed with L-shaped slots

and transverse notches fastened upon the
edeges thereof, asillustrated and described, of
catches fastened upon the edges of the cover

of said casket and arranged and adapted each

to engage the L.-shaped slot in one of said
metallic plates, as specified, and springs fast-
ened to said cover and each arranged and
adapted to engage said transverse notch in
one of said metallic plates, and all of said
parts arranged as specified, so that facility 1s
afforded for using the same both asfasteners
and hinges, all substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

In witness whereof I hereunto set, my hand
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E, RICHARDS.

Witnesses:

. W. RUBIEN
NELLIE BULKLDY.
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