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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CHARLES K. BIGELOW,
of the city and county of San Francisco, State
of California, have invented an Improvement
in Trusses; and I hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a tuli, clear, and exact deseription
of the same. |

My invention relates to the class of trusses;

and my invention consists in the combination,
with a suitable frame and a pad for the re-
lief of femoral hernia, of the novel connec-
tion, herein fully desecribed, of said pad with
the frame, whereby the latter 1s guided, di-
rected, and held well in place. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and effective truss for the relief of
femoral hernia, said truss being incidentally
adapted also for the relief of inguinal hernia
when required.

Referring to the accompanyving drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my
truss. Iig. 2 1s a perspective view showing
the connection of the femoral pad with its
bearing or guiding pad.

A is the frame of the truss, made of a metal

band, the endsof which at the back are con-

nected by a strap ¢. This band has a con-
cavo-convex shape in cross-section, the con-
vex surface being the inner one, next to the
body of the wearer, so that 1t will not chafe
Or Injure him. '

C is a femoral pad having a suitable shape.
This pad 18 not attached directly to the band
A, but indirectly through a pad B, which 1s
secured to the band and is adapted to bear in
the groin of the wearer. The pad I3 forms a
bearing or support and a guide for the femo-
ral pad, which is for that reason connected
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directly with it. Ifitwere connected directly
with the band A, it would have such a length
of connection thatit would not hold. well in
place; but by connecting directly with the
pad B it has a fixed bearing in the near vi-
cinity which renders it possible to be guided
and held well in its place. The pad B may
in cases where needed be used asan inguinal
pad. I have here shown two such pads, one
having a base-plate 6. The connection be-
tween the femoral pad and its bearing-sup-
port B is of a flexible or pivotal nature, and
1s formed by the flexible back plate ¢ of said
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pad, an eye ¢’ of which is adapted to fit over

a small pin 0" in the lower end of plate b of
pad B.

D is a strap connected with the lower end
of the pad C, the other end of the strap being
provided with an eye d for fastening to the
back strap a of the truss-frame.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a truss, the frame A and the femoral pad
C, in combination with the means for connect-
ing the pad in front with the frame, consist-
ing of the pad B, connected with the frame
and adapted to bear in the groin,the flexible
back plate ¢ of the femoral pad having an
eye, and the plate b of the pad B, having a
pin for receiving the eye, and the strap D, for
connecting the other end of the femoral pad
with the frame A, substantially as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

CHARLES E. BIGELOW.

Witnesses:'
S. H. NOURSE,
J. H. BLOOD.
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