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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. MCGILL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Riv-
erdale, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Fasteners for Envelopes and
for other Purposes, of which the following is a
specification. |

It is usual to transmit many articles—such
as samples—by mail in unsealed envelopes
or similarwrappers, and it is desirable to pro-
vide means whereby the closing-flap of the

wrapper can be confined in its closed posi- |

tion for trangportation by a device that per-
mits it to be easily released for inspecting the
inclosure and then conveniently reclosed and
secured.

This invention has forits object to provide
novel, simple, and efficient means for accom-
plishing the purposes mentioned, and which
18 also adapted to be otherwise used—for ex-
ample, to fasten or secure together two dif-
ferent sets of papers or documents so that
one set can be conveniently removed without
manipulating that part of the device which
confines or holds the other set.

The object of my invention 1 accomplish
by the features of construction hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being made
to the acecompanying drawings, in which—

Kigure 1 18 a perspective view of a blank
to form the fastener. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the completed fastener; Iig. 3, a
transverse sectional view of the same, and
Fig. 4 a sectional elevation showing the fast-
ener applied to secure two articles or differ-
ent sets of papers.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-
scribe the same in detail, referring to the
drawings, where the blanlk is shown ia Fig.
1, and. is longitudinally slitted, as at 1 1, leav-
ing a joining-neck 2 and constituting two
members 3 and 4. To form the fastener, this
blank is folded upon itself longitudinally
along 1ts median line, and the extremities of
the two members 3 and 4 then bent laterally
in opposite directions at right angles to the

| head to form two pairs of prongs 5 and. 6, the

pair § extending from the duplex head in 5o
one direction and the pair 6 from such head

in the opposite direction. The prongs may
all be of the same length, or one pair may be
longer than the other pair, and their free
ends are preferably pointed to facilitate their 53
passage through paper and other material.

By the construction described the fastenere
comprises a duplex head, or a head of two
thicknesses or superposed layers, and four
prongs arranged at right angles to such head, 6o
with the pairs projecting I*eSpectively, in op-
posite directions. |

The fastener may be used by passm a pair
of the prongs through one thickness or set
of papers, as at 7, Fig. 4, and the other pair of 65
prongs through another thickness or set of
papers, as at 8, the prongs being bent and
clinched down in either direction.

The fasteners are each made from a single
plece of material, and I prefer to stamp the #o
blanks from any kind of sheet metal that
will permit a blank to be readily bent into the
shape described and enable the prongs to be
easily bent down to secure the papers.

The device is more especially designed as 75
a clasp for securing the closing-flaps of en-
velopes or other wrappers and binding to-
gether different sets of papers; but I do not
confine myself thereto, in that the fastener
can be used for various purposes. 80

It will be seen that the duplex head is of
a length coextensive with the spread of each
pair of prongs, and that such head consti-
tutes an abutment to bear against the paper
or other material parallel to the surface 8s
thereof, such abutment thus limiting the in-
sertion of the prongsinto the 1espeetwe pleces
of paper or other nmterml

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— Qo

The dupiex fastener herein described, hav-
ing two pairs of vertical prongs extending,
respectively, from the opposite ends of a
head composed of a strip of metal folded into
two superposed layers, said head adapted 1o 95
rest upon and parallel to the surface of the
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paper or other material to be secured and ] In testimony w*héreof I have affixed my sig-

constituting a limiting-abutment to the pas- | nature in presence of two witnesses.

sage of both pairs of prongs laterally through o A '

thz paper or other material, each p'air.bo'f | GEORGE W. MCGILL.
5 prongs adapted to be folded down, respect- Witnesses: . | | |

ively, in planes parallel with the fastener- THOS. L. SCOVILL,

head, substantially as shown and specified. \ | E. A. S. BARKELEW.
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