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To all whonv it may conceri:

Be it known that I, DAVID . CLEMOW, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Peoria,
in the county of Peoria and State of Illinois,

5 have invented certain new and usetul Im-
- provements in Barrels; and I do hereby de-

10

clare that the following is a full, ¢lear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
barrels; and it consists in the construction
hereinafter described, whereby a barrel 1s

- provided with a section of the head raised

and a block is set into the body of the stave
or staves, for advantages hereinatter de-
scribed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

- part of this specification, Figure 1 18 a sec-
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tional view of a portion of a barrel embody-
ing myimprovements. Fig. 2 is a front view
showing my improvements. Fig. 3 18 a rep-
resentation of the raised block, &c.

The object of my improvement 18 to pro-
vide a barrel with a suitable place to receive
stamped, dyed, stenciled, or cut impressions,
consisting of letters or figures made upon
the wood, and which require erasure before
again using the barrel or cask and renewing
the impression of whatever character re-
quired by the government to be placed on
barrels, casks, or other forms of cooperage
containing liquors, and by using my improve-
ment, hereinafter described, a barvel or cask
18 provided whereby these erasures can be
made a great number of times without injuar-
ing or weakening the barrel or cask, so as to
require the removing of any of its parts.

My imiprovements can be fully understood
by reference to the accompanying drawings.

In Fig. 1, A shows the upper section of a
barrel, consisting of staves.

E E K are the hoops, and C is the ordinary
section of a barrel-head, but B, which is a part
of my ilmprovement, is a section of a barrel-

~head made considerably thicker than the sec-

tion C, and may be made of any thickness to
suit its application, and the object of this
raised head is to receive the impressions
above described, which are required and are
made upon all barrels, casks, half-barrels, or
other packages containing spirituous lig-

1 uors, and where erasures are made, which

are required to be made before again using,
such erasures being made by cutting off the
surface of the wood, so as to produce a smooth
surface to receive another impression. The
raised head B is made of such a thickness
that a great number of such erasures can be
made before a new section of a head 18 re-

quired. The raised block D is merely a square

block (or maybe made in any suitable shape)
of a considerable thickness, and is set 1nto
the body of the stave or staves. The pur-
pose of this block is to receive the impres-
sions that are usually made upon the staves,
and which require erasure, the same as on
the head, as above described, which erasures
soon make it necessary torenew the stave or
staves. By means of this block a surface is
provided which will permit of a great num-
ber of such erasures as above described be-
fore it is exhausted, and when exhausted can
be replaced by another similar block without
in any way impairing the strength of the bar-
rel or cask, and thus obviating the necessity
of ever renewing the stave or staves on ac-
count of such erasures.

In Fig. 2, A represents the staves; E K E,
the hoops; C a section of the head; B, the
raised section of a head, and D the block.

In Fig. 3, A represents the staves; E K K, the
hoops; and D 18 the block.

It will be readily seen that without the use
of my improvements, where the same barrel
is used a great number of times, and on which
the government stamp is required, great loss
is occasioned by being obliged to so often
renew the heads or sections of heads and
staves, besides the inaccuracy it occasions in
caging, caused by the cutting away of the
head to remove the impressions, thus destroy-
ing the original uniformity of thickness of
heads; whereas with the raised section of the

 head, where all the impressions and erasures

are made, it leaves the other section of the
head free from all impressions—consequently
erasures—and providesauniform and unvary-
ing thickness of this section of the head, from
which the gaging measurements are made
with consequential accuracy.

These improvements may be applied, and

T desire them to apply, to any class of cooper-
age, in any form or shape whatsoever. The
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numbper of bloeks to be used 01:1 one bmfel or
cask will not be limited.

With these objects in view, what I claim,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
1. A barrel the head of which is prowded
with the raised sectmn B, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A barrel the head of which is provided

with the raised section B, and the raised.

' block D, setin the body of the stave or stav es, I0
%ubst&ntlally as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two w1tnesse<; |

| DAVID Gr CLEMOVV

- Witnesses:
EO. T. PAGE,
~ FRANKLIN T. LORNING
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