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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that we, ApoLPHUS J. WIRTZ
and HENRY J. C. RICHTER, citizens of the
United States, residing at Grand Harbor, in
the county of Ramsey, Dakota Territory, and
CHARLES H. WIiRTZ, a citizen of the United
States, residing at Northfield, Rice county,
Minnesota, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Feeder-Platformns, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention consists in a novel construe-
tion of feeder-platforms such as are used in
connection with feeders for thrashing-ma-
chines, and has for its object the production
of a platform that shall be simple, cheap,and
strong in construction and capable of effect-
ing an even and regular feed of the grain.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of our improved platform, and Figs. 2
and 8 detail views. _ |

The manner of mounting the platform, as
it forms no part of the present invention, is
notherein shown; but we prefer to mount it as
illustrated in our pending application, Serial
No0.297,113,and give toits receiving end an up-
ward and forward and downward and back-
ward movement, and to impart to its delivery
end merely a backward and forward move-
ment.

A indicates the base-board or bottom of the
platform, provided on its upper face with bars
or blades I3 B’,which extend longitudinally or
in the direction of movement of the platform.
These blades B B” are made of metal and are
bent laterally along the lower edge to form a
footoran attaching-ear ¢,which rests squarely
upon the upper face of the base-board A, as
shown in Fig. 1, the blades or bars being rig-
1dly affixed in position by means of bolts or
screws passing through the feet or ears. By
bending the bars or blades as shown they are
stiffened against lateral strains, and in turn
strengthen the base-board, the L-shaped bars
or blades being well adapted to withstand the
strains to which they and the platform are
subjected. The intermediate bars or blades
B are motched or serrated along the upper

il

edge, the straight face of the teeth facing the

about three~fifths (more orless) of theirlength,
the upper notched edge of bar B is approxi-
mately parallel with the upper face of the
base-board; but from the termination of this
straight or parallel portion the blade or bar
decreases in height toward the delivery end
of the platform. The outer bars B’ B’ differ
from the intermediate bars in that they are
notched throughout a portion of their length
only, the receiving end and the portion par-
allel with the base-board; that instead of de-
creasing in height they increase, and, finally,
that they are provided on their inner faces
with pushing ribs, flanges, or plates, to facili-
tate the discharge of the grain. The ribs or
flanges b may be made and applied in various
ways; butthe preferred manner of construct-
ing them is illustrated in the drawings, upon
reference to which it will be seen that the ribs
are made of a piece of sheet metal bent so
that it shall project from the inner face of the
bar or plate to which it is applied.

1T'he ribs or flanges 6,which we term “push-
ers,” are riveted or otherwise secured to the
inner faces of the bars or plates B’ B/, with
the bent portion projecting toward the deliv-
ery end and outward and away from its bax
or plate, the forward edge of the pushers be-
ing advisably, but not necessarily, at right an-
gles to the base-board. Besides acting to dis-
charge the grain, these pushers b stiffen and
brace the side bars or plates B’ B’. The de-
crease in height of the plates or bars B B al-
lows the grain to spread out, and thereby in-
sures freer feeding of the grain.the latter be-
in® prevented from working off at the sides
of the platform by the side bars or plates B’
B’, the pushers b b of which aid in discharg-
ing the grain. As the grain descends toward
the delivery end of the platform, it expands
and spreads out, and to provide for this and
prevent the grain from being thrown off at
the sides the side bars B’ B’ are increased in
height, the intermediate bars being decreased
correspondingly to allow the grain to leave the
platform in a broad even stream. The ker-
nels which are detached are prevented from
working off at the sides by the plates or bars

delivery end of the platform,asshown. Begin- { B’ B/,
The number of the pushers may be varied

ning at the receiving end and continuing for
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as desired and their arrangement modified |

- considerably without affeetmcr the utility of

10O

20

the device.

The particular form of the bars becomes
important when the platform is used in con-
nection with a press-rake or shield, as de-
seribed and claimed in our pr101 apphcatlon
before referred to.

Of course no broad claim is made by us to
the employment of toothed bars deereasing
in height toward the delivery end of the plat—

form; nor do we wish to be understood as
clmmmg a hopper provided on its sides with |
separate teeth set a considerable distance -
- apart. |

Having thus deseribed our 1nvent10n what

we eleum 18—

1. In combination with base-board A, pl&tes
or bars B’ B/,increasing in height, and inter-

mediate plates or bars B B, decreasmﬂ' in |

height toward the delivery end all Substa,n-
tially as shown.

2. In combination with base-board A, plates
or bars B B,applied to the upperface thereof,
and ha,vmcr their upper edges parallel with
the base-board throughout a portion o0f their
length and decreasmﬂ'm height from the ter-
mination of said pamllel portlon toward the
delivery end.

}

3. In combination with base-boa,rdA pla,tes
or bars B B, decreasing in height towa,rd the

delivery end and notched on their upper edge, -

and plates B’ B, increasing in height toward
the delivery end and also notched on their

upper edge.

4. In combination with base-board A , Plates
or bars B and B’, the former decreasm-:r 1n
height toward the delwery end of the plat-
form, and ribs b b, secured to the inner faces
of the plates B at approximately right an-
gles to the board A.

5. In combination with base-board A, plates
or bars B’ B/, apphed thereto, and ribs or
flanges secured to the inner faee of each bar

or plate and projecting outwardly therefrom.
 In witness whereof we hereunto. set our
hands in the presence of two witnesses.

ADOLPHUS J. WIRTZ.
HENRY J. C. RICHTER.
CHARLES H. WIRTZ.

- Witnesses to signatures of A. J. Wirtz and
H. J. C. Richter: -
T. T. LEE,
W. W. WISHART
Witnesses to signature of C. H Wirtz:
- C. W. PYE, -
(. M. SEARLE.
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