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To all whom it may concern: % | may be easily contracted with the use of only
Be it known that I, ALVIN TAPLIN, a citi- | onehand, a finger or thumb being placed upon
zen of the United States, residing at Forest- | the Iug and a thumb or finger apon the bailor
ville, in the county of Hartford and State of | ear to which it is fastened, and then pressing s5s
5 Connecticut, have invented certain new and | the thumb and finger together the ring will
useful Improvements in Rings or Bails for | be contracted. I also provide this outer end
Suspending or Lifting Vessels, of which the | 10 of the ring with a headed stud or pin 12
following is a specification. and a notch 13. Theinnerend 14 of the ring
| My invention relates to improvements in | is provided with an angular slot 15, one por- 6o
1o rings or bails for suspending or lifting ves~ | tion of which extends longitudinally with said
sels of various kinds, the ring being attach- | end and the other portion transversely to
able to and detachable from the vessel by its | said end, as clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4.
expansion and contraction; and the objects of | I also provide said inner end with an out-
my invention are simplicity in construction | wardly-turned lug or guide 16, and I cut away 05
15 and convenience and efficiency in operation. | the angular bend of said lug on its upper side
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is | for about half its depth. The headed pin 12,
a plan view of my ring, the bail being shown | before mentioned, passes through the angu-
in horizontal section. Fig. 2 is a side eleva- | lar slot 15 and permanently holds the {wo
tion of a detached portion thereof, showing | ends of the ring together. 70
2o the lock or lap, the same being viewed from When the ring is contracted, as shown in
the outside and with the ring in its most con- | Figs. 1, 2, and 5, and it is desired to expand
tracted position. Iig. 3 is a like view of the | the same, it isonly necessary to lift the outer
same with the ring in its most expanded po- | end 10 far enough to bring the pin 12 into
sition. FKig. 4 is a side elevation of the same | the longitudinal portion of the slot 15, This 75
25 portion in the same position as viewed from | will also bring the lower edge of said outer
the Inside of the ring. Fig. 5 is a like view | end high enough 1o pass through the cut-away
of the same with the ring in its most con- | portion of the angle or bend of the Iug or
tracted position. Fig. 6 is aside elevation of | guide 16. When the ring 18 thus liberated, it
my ring and bail as applied to a fruit-can for | will expand under the elasticity of the metal So
3o lifting the same, and Fig. 7 is a view of my | into the position illusirated in IFigs. 3 and 4.
ring and bail as applied to the oil vessel or In order to contract and fasten the ring, it
cup of a lamp for suspending the same. | 18 only necessary to slide the lapped ends one
I provide my ring or hoop with ears 8, by | upon the other until the headed pin 12 coin-
which to attach the respective ends of the | cides with the transverse portion of the slot 83
35 baillor hanger 9 in any ordinary manner. As | 15 and the notch 13 coincides with the solid
shown, it is rigidly attached to said ears, but | portion of the bend in the lug 16. 'The outer
that fact does not make it any less a bail in | end may then be pressed downward into the
the sense in which I use that term. Any sus- | position illustrated in IFigs. 2 and 5, and the
pending device or handle would be the equiv- | ring is firmly fastened in ifs contracted posi- go
40 alent of a bail for the purposes of my inven- | tion. The lapped ends of the ring may be
tion. The two ends of the ring are united, | brought into this position either by pressing
but made to slide one upon the other in suit- | the lng 11 and end of the bail or its ear to-
able guides and form a lap, whereby the di- | ward each other with the thumb and finger
ameter of the ring may be expanded and con- | of one hand, or by merely pressing the two g3
45 tracted and theringfastenedin its contracted | ends of the bail toward each other. |
position. I prefer to form this lap at a point The device is applicable for suspending or
near one end of the bail9. The outer end 10 | carrying vessels of various kinds, and is use-
of the ring I provide with an outwardly-pro- | ful whenever it is desirable to release the sus-
jecting finger-lug 11 for use in confracting | pended vessel by letting it down through the 100
5o the ring or in unfastening it, and by locating | ring when the ring is suspended, and replac-
this lug 11 near one end of the bail the ring | ing the vessel from below, or whenever it may
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be desirable to attach the ring by letting the

ring down over the top of the vessel. In Fig.
6 1 have illustrated a fruit-can 20 as standing
1n water. | |

In using my ring and bail for a lifter it is
only necessary to unfasten the lapped ends,
then lower the ring over the rim 21 at the
mouth of the fruit-can or other vessel, then
contract and fasten the ring immediately un-
der the rim of said vessel, the ring of course
being of such a size that the rim of the ves-
sel will not pass through when the ring is in
its contracted position. When the ring is
used In a suspended position—as, for in-
stance, in hanging flower-pots, lamps,.or other
vessels—the lapped ends of the ring are un-

fastened, while the ring and bail are sus- |

pended. The vessel or article to be supported
thereon—as, for instance, the lamp-cup 18,

Fig.7—is then heldinonehand and passes up

through the ring until its rim 19 is above the
top of the ring. 'T'he operator then with his
other hand contracts and fastens the ring and
releases the vessel, when it is supported with

its rim 19 resting upon the upper edge of the:

ring, as shown. Itcan be readily removed by
unfastening the ring and allowing said ring

- to expand.

40

- I claim as my invention—

1. A bail and attached ring having lapped |

ends, one of which is provided with an angu-
lar slot 15, having longitudinal and trans-

-

verse portions, and the other provided with a
headed pin or stud working in said angular
slot, substantially as described, and for the

purpose specified.

35

2. The combination of aring having lapped :

ends arranged to move transversely one upon

the other for locking said lapped ends when

the ring is contracted, a bail attached to said
ring, with one member located at a point near
one of the lapped ends of said ring, and the
other member located near the middle of the
length of the band forming said ring, and the

lug 11 on the opposite one of thelapped ends
~of the ring from that to which the adjacent

40
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member of the bail is secured, substantially -

as desecribed, and for the purpose specified.
3. A bail and attached ring having lapped
ends, one of which is provided with an angu-

working in said slot, one of said ends being
also provided with theguide-lug 16, cut away

the other end of said ring is also provided
with a slot 13 for ‘engaging the solid portion

at the angular bend of said lug 16, substan-
tially as deseribed, and for the purpose speci-

fied. o
ALVIN TAPLIN.

 Witnesses:
- Isaac W. Brach,
HENRY W. PORTER.
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lar slot. 15 and the other with a pin or stud

in its angle for a portion of its width, while
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