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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, RaxporpH W. STIL-

WELL, of the city and county of New York,
in the State of New York, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Cor-
set-Ifastenings, of which the following is a
specification.

The improvement may apply to corsets of
all materials and styles, having a sufficiently-
elastic steel or other yielding spring extend-
mg up and down the front line of junction.
There may be any ordinary or suitable pro-
visions at the back or at any other part for
varying the size of the corset.

It has long been practiced to employ a flat
steel on each side of the front opening with
headed studs on the steel on one side, and
peculiarly-formed apertures or eyves riveted
or otherwise secured to the opposite steel,
which may be engaged over such studs.
engaging these together the corsets are com-
pressed about the waist, and the heads of the
studs are inserted through a large part of each
eye and moved into a smaller part or neck of
the eye, which remains engaged with the stud.
1o disengage the corsets, they must be pressed
together to such extent as to bring all the
studs elther simultaneously or successively
each into the large part of its eye. There is
a difficulty in effecting this in many cases.

I have discovered that by substituting for

the studs simple hooks, which projeect forward
to the proper extent, in the the same manner
as the ordinary studs, and then bend up-
ward, I can engage the parts together in the

sanme way as has heretofore been practiced,

and they will remain engaged in the same
manner as heretofore, and the fastening is in
all respects equivalent so long as the corset:
18 worn; and when it is desired to remove the
corset 1t may be effected by simply deflecting
outward the lower end of the steel carrying
the eyes. Such deflecting will disengage the
lowermost eye from its hook, and then, the

bending being made sufficiently short at the

point of engagement with the next, the next
eye 1s disengaged, and so on upward, so that

the entire series is disengaged by a practi- |

cally instantaneous movement. To avoid a
possibility that the lower eye may be disen-
gaged by accident, I prefer to make the lower-

In
-engaged.

| on the stud. This will require that the lower

edge of the corset be compressed to release
the lowermost eye. After this all the others
may be removed by simply bending outward

the steel, and continuing the bend upward as

the fastenings become successively detached.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification, and represent what 1 con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

Figure 1 is a front view of the steels join-
ing the front edges of the corsets. FKig. 2 is
an edge view of thesame. Doth these figures
show the fastenings engaged. I1g. 3 repre-
sents the fastenings in the act of being dis-
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engaged, the lowermost being completely dis-

engaged and the steel deflected to the extent
required toliberate the next fastening,which
is in the act of being detached. Fig. 4 1s a
vertical section through one of the fastenings
Ifig. 5 is a corresponding section
through one of the fastenings in the act of
being disengaged,and Fig. 6 is acorresponding
section showing the fastener at a later stage.
Fig. 7 shows a portion of a modification. It
is an elevation showing a hook bent down-
ward instead of upward. Such is opened by
commencing at the top.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
OCCILY.

A and B are two flat steels extending up

and down on opposite sides of the front open-
ing of the corset. On the steel A are riveted
small metal pieces A’,each containing an eye
or hole of the form ordinarily used in corset-
fastenings. I will mark the large part of the
hole ¢ and the small part a’. Opposite the
lowermost eye is set an ordinary stud b, hav-
ing around head,which is engaged in the eye
and disengaged therefrom in the ordinary
manner. Opposite each of the other eyes in
the steel B is set a hook M m, the body M’ of
which extends directly forward from the front
face of thesteel B, and isof a thickness suffi-
cient to loosely fill the part ¢’ of the eye in
the same manner as the corresponding part
of the ordinary stud b fills such part of the
eye; but instead of the ordinary head the
front end of each hook M is simply turned
upward, as indicated by m.

most in the ordinary manner, with a full head !  In fastening the corset the ordinary stud b
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~at the bottom a,nd the several hooks M, with

IO

their turned-up ends m, are engaged in the

several eyes a a’, in the same manner as the
ordinary fa,btenmﬂ's are engaged. In the use

of the corset all these fa,stenmﬂ‘s remalin en-
gaged with their respective eyes in the same

manner as the ordinary studs.
When it is desired to open the corset, the

wearer contracts the lower part and d1se11-.

gages the lowermost fastening b from its eye
a ¢’ in the ordinary manner. Then by sim-

- ply springing the lower end of the steel A
~outward its elasticity allows it to assume a
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parting from the principle or sacrificing the |
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sharp curve. This curve changes the posi-

-tion of the lowermost piece A’ and of the eye
therein, so as to disengage it from thelower-

most hook M m. ThlS dlsenwawement allows
the lower end of the steel A to ‘be moved still
farther out, producing a sharp curvature of
the steel A at the next fas‘remnﬂ' above, with

the effect to disengage that ina qnmlar man-
ner, and thus the disengagement proceeds

la,pldly up the entire front of the corset, and
the parts are instantly and completely sepa-
rated. The convenience of this mode of de-
taching will be readily appreciated.
Modifications may be made without de-

advantages of the invention. The use of the
ordinary stud b for the lowermost eye may
not be necessary in all cases. A hook M m

- may be used there, if preferred; but I pro-
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pose to use an ordmary fastening at that end
in order to be certain that the garment will
never in any case detach itself by any ordi-
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nary or extraordinary movementof the wearer.
The number of the eyes and of the corre-
sponding fastenings may be increased or di-

minished. I can reverse the position of these
parts by turning the points m of the hooks M 4o

downward mstead, of upward. In such case
the opening movement must be commenced
at the top, and will progress downward.

1 attach importance to the fact that my
hooks m do not require the garment to be
compressed, but only the deflection of the

| steel outward to effect their disengagement.

This is due to the fact that the hooks extend
simply outward and downward or upward.
They hold reliably solong as the corset-steels
are parallel, but are dlsellﬂ'a,n*ed by a simple

45

so

deflection of one steel Outward relatwely to

the other. -

I claim as my invention—

Ina corset-fastening, a series of statlonmy
curved hooks M, projecting forward with the
points m extending p&rallel to the steels, in
combination with eyes a a’, carried on the
other part or steel A, adapted to be readily

detached by the bendmﬂ* of the steels, as

herein specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand, at New York city, this 5th day of
Februmy, 1889, in the presence of two sub-
scribing \w1tnesses |

RANDOLPH W. STILWELL.

Witnesses:
CHARLES R. bEARLE

II. A. JOHNSTONE.
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