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To all whom (v may concerr:

. Be it known that I, FRANK A. RICHARD- -
SON, a cltizen of the United States, residing .

at Woreester, in the county of Worcester and

' 5 State of Massachusetts, have invented certain

new and useful Improvemen‘cs in Garment-

Supporting . Clasps, of which. the following,
-~ together with the accompanying drawings, lS
a speclﬁcatlon sufficiently full, clear, and ex-
1o act to enable persons skﬂled in the art to
which this invention appertai ns to make and

- nse the same.
The object of my plesent invention is to
provide a garment-supporting clasp adapted
15 for sustaining under-drawers upon the waist-
band of pa,nta,loons or for similar uses, which
clasp shall be of simple and efficient, con-
struction, and which can be manufactured
with practlcal facility and produced at com-
paratively small cost.. |
To this end my invention consists in a
clasp formed of two pieces of metal severally
shaped and combined in the peculiar manner
as shown and hereinafter described.

25 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pel spective
- view of my 1mpr0ved garment-supporting
clasp. Fig. 21s a central section of the clasp
~with its hook in position for placing the clasp
upon the waistband of the garment or apon
the edge or fold of a fabric. Fig. 3 is a sini-
lar section with the hook in p051t10n as when
clasping or supporting the under-garment

20

- from the belt of the outer garment. Fig. 4

shows in detail the form of the blank t‘wm

duced, and Fig. 5 shows in detall the form of
the blank from which the hook of the clasp
is produced.

In the construction of my 11nploved clasp

. 1o the blank A’ for the guard or frame of the
clasp is punched from sheet metal of suitable

thickness, in shape substantially as shown in

Fig. 4, and a narrow. transverse slot a is.

,fonned through said blank at a position

end of the blank, as indicated.

The blank B’, for forming the hooked por-
‘tion of the claSp, 18 pmmhed from sheet metal
in the shape substaniially as shown in Fig.

5c> 5, with a rounded end at ¢, and having at its |

0pp051te end. laterally-projecting ears d d.

| shown in Kig. 1

cated.

about ha,lfawa,y between the center and one

The width of this blank B’ at a position just
forward of the ears d issuch as to correspond
with the Iength of the opening ¢ in the blank
A’,which opening ¢ can pass over the tongue 55
of the blank B’, but not over the ears d d.
The blank or pl&te B’ is bent at a right angle,
or substantially so, adjacent to (he ears d,
along the dotted lme e on the section Fig. 5,
to form the clasping-flange 0. 'The tongue ¢ 60
of said blank is then inserted thr ouﬂh the

-opening « in'the blank A’, and the outel end

of said tongue bent over to form a hook B,
in the Shape and manner illustrated. The
blank or plate A’ is then folded along its 63
transverse central axis m, with an open curve

‘at £, so that the two S1de5 thereof stand at a
‘short distance apart, the space n between the

sides being slightly greater than the width
of the flange 6 on the part B, as illustrated, 7o
thus formnw a shield or ﬂ"umd A, the two
parts fmmmﬂ* 2 complete article, such as
~When the tongue or hook
B 1s turned dOWHW&ld as in Fig. 2,the guard
A can be passed over the edwe of any gar- 75
ment or fabric  to be supported and. then
when the hook B is raised, as indicated in

Fig. 3, the flange b binds the fabric against
Ithe back of the ounard A, holding it in place

so that 1t can be uspended upon an outer 8o
carment I by hooking the tongue B over the
belt or edge of the “outer ﬂ'a,rment as indil-
(bee dotted lines, Flﬂ 3.) -

The outline of the blanks may be varied or
modified to give any ornamental appearance 83
desired, the mechamcal construction remain-
ing the same as described.

A clasp formed of the two parts A and B,

shaped and combined asshown and descr 1bed

can be manufactured with practical fa,c:lhty go
and at comparatively small expense, and pro-
duce an efficient and very desuable article
for the purpose mtended

I am aware that gar mentnsuppm ting cl&Sps
of various constructions have heretofore been 05
patented, and I do not therefore make claim,

‘broadly, to a supporting-clasp for the purpose

specified, except it be constructed substan—-
tially as hereinbefore described.

I am also aware that it is common in sus- 100
pender-buckles and other kinds of buckles to

| employ an a,nﬂ*ulm flange for giving a grip
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upon the strap or webbing, and I therefore
make no claim to such feature in buckles, or
In such constructions as are not intended or
adapted to be used for supporting garments
in the manner described—that is, by clasping
the adjacent waistbands one to the other.

I claim as my invention to be secured by
Letters Patent—

In a garment-supporting clasp, the guard

10 A,having the straight horizontally-folded top

J and the downwardly-extended sides, one of

413,792

which 1s slotted, as at «, in combination with
the part B, having the flange 0, lateral ears
d d, and overhanging hook arranged through

the slot a in the guard, all substantially as 13

shown, and for the purpose described.
Witness my hand this 12th day of Decem-
ber, A. D. 13883.
FRANK A. RICHHARDSON.
Witnesses:
CHAS. II. BURLEIGH,
Erra P. BLENTUS.
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