(No M'odél..), . _
- 1. W. GRISCOM.
'PORTABLE DARK ROOM.

No.413,716.  Patented Oct. 29, 1880,

z
£
0y g
g

M. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washingion, D. C.




- Woodbury, in the county of Gloucester and
state of New Jersey, have invented a new

)|

e

| _15

e

- UNITEDp STATES PATENT OFFICE.

— T —— -

ISAAC W. GRISCOM, OF WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY.

PORTABLE DARK-ROOM.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters .Pa.tent No. 418,715, dated October 29, 1889,
| o Application filed April 27, 1887, Serial No. 236,329, (Mo model.)

fT— T—Trra

Lo all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Isaac W. GRIScoM, of

and useful Portable Dark-Room for Use in
Photography; and I do hereby declare that
the following specification, taken in connec-
tion with the drawings furnished and form-

Ing a part thereof, is a clear, true, and com-

plete description of my invention. |
The object of my invention is to provide
an effective portable dark-room, which is capa-

ble of being folded into a compact form when

not in use, and is readily adapted for open-air
Service, as in changing dry plates, or manipu-

lating wet plates, or developing dry plates.
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My novel dark-room embodies a hood or
mantle composed, mainly, of flexible fabric
impervious to objectionable light, and it is
adapted to be supported by the head and
shoulders of its user, and it is so formed that
the aperture for the head and shoulders can

be effectually closed against the entrance of |

the inclosare. - N |

_For securing proper interior space I em-
ploy with the flexible fabric hood, at what
may be termed the “floor” of the room, a
material gufficiently rigid and of such form
as will afford desirable room-space, and also

light, but leave the arms free to beused within

‘& reliable supporting-surface for such things
as would be ordinarily used within the room.
In its best form the floor-frame is skeleton--

ized and made to fold from the center upon
1tself somewhat after the manner of an um-
brella-frame, thus enabling the dark-room

when out of service to be folded and rolled

~1Into a substantially cylindrical mass or bun-
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dle. 1If, however, a flat thin bundle is pre-

ferred, said rigid material may bein the form
of a flat or a slightly coneavo-convex sheet,
as of wire-netting, paper-board, or wood.

For affording ample but non-objectionable
light within the room, the hood or mantle may
be composed in whole or in part of a light-
colored fabric impervious to objectionable

light; or panes of ruby glass may be inserted.

in said fabric. | - - |
After describing the portable dark-rooms
illustrated in the drawings, the features

deemed novel will be specified in the clauses
of claim hereunto annexed. ;

- Figure 1 illustrates one of my portable
dark-rooms in what I deem its best form, the
same being folded into a eylindiical pack-
age and confined by handled straps. Fig. 2
iHustrates the same as when in use. Fig. 3
illustrates the floor-frame detached, both in
1ts extended and folded positions. Tig.4illus-
trates one of my dark-rooms in another form
and folded into a flat package. Tig. 5 illus-
trates the floor-frame of the dark-room, Fig.

4, detached.

The walls of the dark-room are afforded by
the hood or mantle A, composed of flexible
fabrie, which can be largely varied in its
character. If specially light weight is de-
sired, I make it of thin dark-colored rubber-
coated cloth; but eanvas can be used with
good results if it be painted or dyed in non-
actinie colors, and care taken to avoid open
needle-holes and all other apertures through
which objectionable light might enter. The

hood or mantle must be of such size as to ex-

tend over the head, arms, and shoulders of
the user, as indicated, and for confining the
edges of the aperture against the body, strings
at a are attached to the sides of said aper-
ture, which, when tied across the front of the
body, below the arms, effect a desirable
closure. - |
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So .

The floor-frame B of the dark-room, as

shown in Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, is composed
of a series of bars b, hinged to a ecentral hub

¢ 1n such a manner that they can be freely

tolded, after the manner of an umbrella-frame,
into a position parallel with the axis of the

‘hub, but rigidly maintained in a horizontal

position when opened out radially. The hub
¢ is usually provided with a central aperture

Ggo

¢/, whieh can either be closed with a cork or

occupied by a flexible tube having a funnel-

shaped top for the discharge of liquids inci-

dent to operating with wet plates. A soft-

copper wire within said tube will enable it to

be bent, when desired, into a goose-neck form _
for exeluding light.

FFor affording proper light within the room,
ruby-glass panes d are inserted in the flexible
material at a proper height above the floor,
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~and these will always be desirable, in some
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form, when the fabric is black and dense;

but fabrics of a full yellow or orange color,
for instance, and capable of resisting the pene-
tration of objectionable light, would not re-
quire the ruby glass. The dark-room as thus
construeted is, when in service, supported
wholly by the head of the user,and the weight
of the frame and whatever may be laid upon
the floor is borne by the fabric or hood; but
both the head and the hood may be wholly
relieved from supporting the floor and what-
ever may rest thereon without departure from

the main feature of my invention, so long as
- said floor is provided with means for a.t.taeh-

ing it in proper position to the user’s body
and properly enveloped by or connected to
the hood, and the latter is adapted to inclose
the hea,d shoulders, and arms.

Some pe()ple prefer a flat or square pack-
age to one of eylindrical formn, and this can
be readily provided for without departure
from the main feature of my invention——as,
for instance, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. In
this case the floor-frame B’ is composed
mainly of a rectangular hoard or sheete, pref-
erably slightly concavo-convex, and it may be
composed of metal, leather-board, wire-net-
ting, or wood, or any other material of proper
strength and rigidity which will not 1nvolve
more weight than is desirable.

ing in outline with that of the floor, and the
two are connected at the corners by straps or
webbing /. Two straps g and ¢’ are at-
tached to the opposite sides of the floor and

‘also to the frame, and they are so propor-

tioned in length that when passed over the

neck of the user the floor will bé securely |

maintained in a substantially horizontal po-

sition when bearing against the front portion

of the body. The hood ormantle is as before
described, and it is used in the same manner,

‘bly

Above the
floor there is.a light wire frame £, correspond-

413,715

| but it is attached to the floor only for secur-

ing a perfect closure, and for enabling such
a strain between the floor and the head as

will properly control the fabric.
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Other variations will be readily obvious to

persons guided by my disclosures, and hence,
while I pr efer the folding type ot ﬂom-frame
shown in Figs. 1 to 3, 1 do not restrict my-
self thereto, beed,use the main feature of my
invention is not dependent thereon. It will
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be seen thab if desired, a camera can be

wrapped within the dark-room hood, and that

the whole will form a package convenient in

age straps or holders. The introduction of a
b1ea,thmﬂ-tube will be deemed desirable by
some persons, and such a tube will prefera-
be connected with that portion of the
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form and readily carried by the aid of pack-
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hood which falls upon the Shouldels with its

entrance, say, at h, Fig. 2.
Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim

asnew a,nd desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A portable dark-room for photographers’
uses, consisting of a flexible light-excluding
hood or mantle for receiving o and closely en-
veloping the head and arms of the user, a

floor at the bottom of said hood, and the whole-

adapted to be pendent from and supported
by the upper portion of the body of the user,
substantially as desecribed.

9. In a portable dark-room, the combina-

“tion, substantially as herembefow described,

of a flexible light-excluding hood or mantle
for closely envelopmﬂ' the head and arms of

70

75

the user, and a folding floor-frame at the bot-

tom of caa,ul hood, whemby, when not in use,

the room can be folded and made into a pack-
age cony enient for transportation.

ISAAC W. GRISCOM

Witnesses:
WM. D. SCOTT,
RosBT. M. BURROWS,
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