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~ The object of my invention is to mewde &
s cleat for a boat from which a line, if made

- 15 1t 18 necessary
~~ when a sudden squall strikes the vessel, to
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Tc} wlil whom & may concern.:
Be it known tha,tI HirAaM B. NICKERSON a
eitizen of the Umted States, resuhnn' at New

Bedford, in the county of Bristol and State of

Ma,ssa,elmsettq have invented a new and use-
ful Improvemenb 1n Cleats for Boats, of which
the following is a specification.

fast to it, may be instantly let go by the action
of the hand or toot. -

It often happens in sailing that the sheet
of the main-boom becomes ]ammed around
the cleat and cannot be at once cast loose, as
should be done sometimes,

prevent capsizing. In order to remedy thlS
difficulty T have provided the mechanism

. illustrated in the &ecomp&nymﬂ* drawings, in

. of aboat.
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which— -

Figurel is a.side elevatwn of m y improved
cleat as it appears when attached to the rail
Kig. 2 is a sectional view of the

% same, showing its _eonstruction and operation,

e
7 up in the posmon which they assume when

30
~ b,having the inclined surfa cop. The wings

and showing the wings of the cleat thrown

the cleat is operated-to cast loose the line,
which has been made fast to if. |

- In Fig. 2, a represents the body of my im-
proved cleat having hinged to it the wings

ard k i is provided with the cross-bar 7, having
pins ¢ projecting from ifs upper surface, a,nd

- the head h, having inclined surfaces to corre-

spond. Wlth the inclined surfaces of the wings

b, and adapted to be contained within the. -

. body a of the cleat. The standard %k is pro-
- vided with the spring. s, to operate expan-
 sively between the pin + and the bracket L
To the lower end of the standard £ is piv-
" oted the lever n, by means of which 11: 18 op-
o erated.

- In Fig. 1 my improved cleat 1s represented

as secured to the rail by means of the straps
¢ ¢; butit may be attaehed by any other suit-

able means.

The operation of the device is as follows:

When the cleat is in the position as shown |

in Fig. 1 and it is desired to suddenly cast
loose the line which is made fast to it, the
lever n is depressed by the foot, which action
causes the pins 2 to be withdrawn from the
holes

g in the wings 6 and the inclined sur-

faces of the head /» to act on theinclined sur- °

faces of the wings 6 to throw them outward
and allow the line- to slip from the horns of
the wings 6. When the line is released, the
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wings b drop back into place, and, the foot

being removed from -the lever, the spring s
acts to force the standard I upward and

cause the pins 2 to again enter the holes ¢ in

the wings b.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let—
ters Patent, is—

A cleat for boats, consisting of the body «,
having hinged to it the wings b, provided
with inclined surfaces P, and havmg holes g,
and the standard k£, having pins 2 to engage
with the holes ¢, and having the head 5, with
inclined sides adapted to beal against the in-

clined surfaces of the wings, and provided

with a spring to retain the pins 7 in engage-
ment with the holes ¢, and means Whereby

the pins 2+ and head A are caused to release -

and throw out the wings in order to cast
loose the line made fast to the cleat, Substan-

tially as ShOWll and described.

HIRAM B. NICKERSON.

Witnesses:
THOS. M. JAMES,
HENRY W. MASON.
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