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To all whom it may concermn.
Beitknownthatl, ABRAHRAMT. II. BROWER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at |

Chicago, county of Cook, State of Illinois,
have invented a new and wuseful Improve-
mentin Printers’ Quoins, of which the follow-
1ng 18 a specification.

Myinvention relates to that elass of quoins
consisting of a pair of wedges provided with

‘ack-bars on their inner faces and set by
means of a key turning in a socket and en-
eaging the rack-bar. | |

1t further consists of details of construc-
tion and operation hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the
claim. | o

Figure 1 is a perspective of one of the

quoins. Iig. 2 is a side view of a pair of
quoins in position for use. Fig. 3 is an end
view of the same. Tig. 4 is a face view of
each. Ifig. 5 is a side view of the key. Fig.
6 18 an end view of the same. |

A and B represent a pair of quoins, each
one in every respect similar to the other, be-
ing provided with a rack-bar C, extending
along the middle portion of its inner face,
leaving a marginal bearing ¢ ¢’ along either
edge, and having at the thick end the pro-
jecting portions b b, forming a U -shaped
groove or guide X, In which the rack-bar C
passes, while the marginal bearings ¢ o’ slide
upon the projecting bearings b b’. IKach
quoin 18 also notened nearits thick end, asat
D, forming a socket for the key to turn in.
The key 18 made in the ordinary form, with
star-shaped pinion on the end and handle for
turning the same.

by inserting the key in the socket D and
turning it one quoin is made to slide upon
the other and the wedging up of the form or
other furniture accomplished. The U-

~shaped groove E, acting as a guide for the

rack-bar, preserves the alignment of the two
quoins. I prefer to extend the noteh D en-

tively across the inner face of the quoin, al-
lowing the key to be inserted from either
side and to pass well in, so as to come in full
engagement with the teeth of the rack-bar,
in order that there may be less wear upon
the key and therack than in quoinsin which
only the end of the key can be inserted.

It

b

also has the advantage of affording a socket
of sufficient depth that the key may be left
standing upright and will not fall over; but,
if desired, this socket may be extended only
far enough across the face to allow the key
to enter sufficiently to engage the rack-bar.
The beavings a o’ and b 0’, being located
along the edges and near the extremities of
each quoin, forming a smooth, even bearing
for the quoin to slide upon, prevent the ob-
Jectionable feature of rocking one upon the
other, the middle portion of each being en-
tirely unsupported. My quoin also possesses
the additional advantage, in common with a
fewother quoinsof this class, of interchange-
ability and reversibility,both parts being iden-

tical, and also capable of being used with

either side up. This I consider a very de-

sirable feature, inasmuch as it avoids the

necessity of selection and arrangement.
I do not wish to limit myself to the exact

torm of quoin herein shown and described, as
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1t 1s obvious that the details of the same may

be slightly varied without departing from the
spirit of my invention—as, for example, the
socket D may be located more nearly in the
middle, and the bearings b b’ extended, if de-
sired; or the socket D may be cut in one of
the wedges only without matervially affecting
the utility of my quoin, except as to the simi-
larity and interchangeability of the parts,
and other similar immaterial changes made.

I am aware of the patent to Hempel, No.
204,320, and make no claim to the invention
therein disclosed. |

‘What 1 claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—
1'he herein-described quoin, consisting of
two similar reversible wedges A and I3, each

naving a single rack-bar C centrally along its
imner face, with continuous marginal bear-

ngs « ¢’ on either side of the same, project-
ing guide-bearings b " at its thick end, upon
which said marginal bearings slide, and
notch D at said thick end, forming a socket
for the key, substantially as shown and de-
scribed. |
ABRAHAM T. II. BROWER.
Witnesses: o
K. J. Lt MOYNE,
L. V. LE MOYNE.
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