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To all whom T 1aiy COnCer.

Be it known that I, CHARLES WESLEY
WricHT, of Holmesburg, Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a certain

z new and useful Improvement in Shovels or
Spades; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear,and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, forming part of this specifi-

10 cation.

My invention has relation to the method of
securing the handle-straps to the blade of the
shovel or spade; and it consists in a shovel
or spade blade having both the front and back

- handle-strap secured to thefront of the blade,
as hereinafter particularly set forth and de-
scribed. o

In the accompanying drawings similar let-

ters of reference refer -to similar parts
20 throughout.

Figure 1 is a rear view of my improved
shovel. Fig. 2 is a front view. Fig. 3 is a
cross-sectional view on the line @ « of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 represents the shovel-blade bent back

25 as in the process of construction, as for the
purpose of riveting and securing the handle-
straps to the blade. S

A is the blade of the shovel or spade.

H represents the rear or back handle-strap,

30 and H’ the front handle-strap.

a is a flange consisting of a portion of the
blade A bent forward and down against the
front face of the blade, to which the back
strap H and the front strap I’ are securely

35 riveted by the rvivets 0, as particularly shown
in Ifig. 3. | |

The blade A in the process of construction
is enf into the proper shape, and the flanges
o cut or stamped in the upper central part of

40 the blade, as shown in the center dotted lines
in Fig. 1, rivet-holes being provided in the
flanges a at the proper points. The flanges
and the blade A are then bent to about the
position shown in Fig. 4. The back strap Il

45 and the front strap H” are then placed in po-
sition on the flanges ¢, asshown, and riveted

—_—

securely thereto, the inner heads of the riv-
ots being on the under side of the flange a,
between the flanges ¢ and the blade A. The
blade A is then bent forward and given its 50
proper shape, as shown particularly in cross-
section in Fig. 3. An additional rivet b’ is
provided through the blade A and the front
strap H’, having its head countersunk inthe
back of the Dblade A to give adaditional 55
strength.

The object of my invention is to provide a
strong and durable handle-strap-fastening de-
vice, which at the same time can be more
cheaply constructed than by the method usu- 60
ally emploved of securing the strap-tasteners
to the shovei-blade, and a furtherobjectis to
provide a shovel or spade having an even and
smooth rear surface to prevent friction in
shoveling, while at the same time thereispre- 05

| sented on the face of the blade no greater 1r-
regularity and unevenness than inthe former

method of construction. The heads of the
rivets 0 being between the flanges ¢ and
blade A are thus protected and cannol wear 70
off as in shovels where they are exposed and
constantly subject to friction. |
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,
is— ' 75
1. In a shovel or spade, the flanges a,the
back strap H, and the front strap H’, secured
together by riveting or otherwise, in the man-
ner and for the purpose substantially as here-
inbefore set forth and described. 50
9. In a shovel or spade, a blade having
flanges a bent forward and down against the
face of the blade, and having back and front
handle-straps secured to the said flanges by
riveting or otherwise, substantially as herein- 33
before set forth and deseribed. |
In witness whereof I havehercunto set my

“hand this 22d dayv of June, A. D. 1554,

CHARLES WESLEY WRIGHT.
Witnesses: R
REESE M. FLEISCHMANN,
HORACE PETTIT.
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