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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ROBERT W. GILLESPIE,
of the city of St. Louis, in the State of Mis-
souri, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Seal-Locks, of which the
following is afull, clear, and exact deseription,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
and in which— |

Figure I is a side elevation showing part of
a railway-car and its door with my seal-lock
applied.
on line II II, Fig. I. Fig. III is an enlarged
perspective view of the shank portion of the
seal-lock. Fig. IV is an enlarged elevation
of the seal. Tig. V is a side elevation of the

shank portion and a vertical section of the

cap portion of the seal, the two being united.

Fig. VI is a transverse section taken on line

VIVL Fig. V. Fig. VII illustrates a slight
modification in which a straight, instead of a
bent, shank is used.

My invention relates to an improved seal-
lock intended more particularly for use on
railway-ecars, but which may be used for other
purposes; and my invention consists in fea-

tures of novelty hereinafter fully described, |

and pointed out in the claims. h
Referring to the drawings, 1 represents part

of a car-body, and 2 part of the door. The
body is provided with a staple 3,and the door

with a staple 4, to receive the shank portion
5,0of my improved lock. | o

The shank is preferably bent in the form
shown in Fig. III, but may be made straight,
as shown in Fig. VII, and it has on one end
a ring or enlargement 6 for holding it in one
of the staples, and on the other end 1t 18 pro-
vided with an arrow-head 7. The shank 1s
referably made from a half-round bar or

rod, bent with its flat sides together, asshown

in Figs. IT1, V, and VI, the ring or enlarge-

ment 6 being formed in making the bend.
The head 7 of the shank isdivided centrally,

being formed of the ends of the bar or rod,
and thus being divided info two parts, as

illustrated. Each part of the head bas a slit |
-8, forming a spring-prong 9, and cut as shown

at 10, and downwardly-projecting barbs 9%,

Fig.II isa transverse section taken -

11 represents the seal, having a central
chamber 12 and a contracted neck or open-
ng 13,

The shank is first inserted through the
staples, as shown in Figs.I and VII, and then
the seal (which is made of fragile material}
is applied, and as the seal is larger than the
staple through which this end passes it will

| be seen that the shank will be held upon the

staple until the seal is broken. Upon In-
serting the seal the two parts of the head 7
spring together, they being slightly spread
apart in its normal position, as shown in Kigs.

III and IV, and the prongs 9 likewise spring

inward, permitting the application of the

‘seal. As soon as the seal is fully adjusted,
prongs 9 likewise

the head expands, and the
expand, engaging the shoulder 14 of the seal
at the base of the chamber 1Z.

By forming the spring-prongs 9, 1 produce
a more secure connection between the head
of the shank and the seal, as with the same
size opening 13, I secure a broader bhase or
bearing upon the head of the shank when the

| seal has been adjusted—that is to say, as the

seal is applied the head contracts through
means of its central split 15, and further
contraets through means of the slits 8, and
when the seal is adjusted to its place the

head expands at the split 15 and also at the
slits 8.

- In Fig. II, I have shown a packing between

the door and the door-frame, consisting of a
strip of suitable material, which is V shape

in eross-section, and which extends from top
to the bottom of the door, as shown at 16 in
FI‘T 1. |

if[y seals are preferably made of wood, but
may be of pottery, glass, or any other frangi-

| ble material.

It will be seen that when using my lock-
seal the use of a hasp is altogether avoided,
as the loeking-pin takes the place of the hasp
and performs its funetion of holding the door
to its Jamb.

I claim as my invention— |

1. In a seal-lock, the combination of the
shank having an arrow-head provided with
spring-points 9 and downwardly-projecting
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barbs contiguous thereto, and a hollow seal | the shank and a ring at the other end, and a

having-a contracted neck, subst.a,ntlally as set | hollow-seal with a contracted neck, substan-
forth. | tially as and for the purposes set forth.
2. In a seal-lock, the combination of the ROBERT W GILLESPIE.
5 shank f01med of a smﬂle piece of half-round | In presence of—
metal bent so that the ends: are approxi- BENJN. A. KNIGHT,

mately parallel, an ar row-head on one -end of - - EDW.S. KNIGHT.
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