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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 411,818, dated October 1, 1889.
| . Application filed May 13,1886, Serial No, 202,043, (Model.

To all whonv it may cornceri: -

" Be it known that I, DIcK N. LANYON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
county of Cook, State of Illinois, haveinvented
certain new and useful Improvements in Let-
ters or Numbers for Signs, of which I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, forming part of this
specification. |

My present
improvement of that class of signs in which
the letters or numbers composing the sign are
formed separately and of wood, and particu-
larly does my invention relate to the improve-
ment of the letters or numbers of street or
outdoor signs which are exposed tothe action

the use of this class of sign-letters is that, the
letters or numbers being cut from a single
piece of wood, there is danger of the splitting
of the wood, in the direction of its length at
the narrow parts of the letter, since the best
quality of wood, under the action of the rain
or heat, is liable to warp and crack. More-
over,in the manufacture of sign-letters from
wood there is danger of splitting the wood
while cutting out the letter, particularly if
the letter be formed with any comparatively
thin portions extending in opposite direction
to the grain of the wood. In order to over-
come this difficulty, it has been heretofore pro-
posed tomanufacturesign Jettersand numbers
of several thicknesses of wood having their
grains erossed; but such construction, while
possessing many advantages, entails a consid-
erableincreasein the cost of manufacture and
necessitates the formation of joints, which,
after long exposure, are liable to separate.
My present invention has for its object to
provide an improved method for manutactur-

ing letters and numbers for signs,and to con-

structan improved signletter or numberwhich
shall be cheap, durable, and ornamental. .

To this end my invention consists in plac-
ing a dowel or dowels in the wooden blank in
a direction opposite to the grain of the wood,
and then cutting the letter ornumber in such

manner that the narrow part or parts thereof

across which the grain runs shall contain the
dowel or dowels.

My invention also consists in a letter or |

invention has relation to the-

A difficulty encountered in-

para— -

of Kig. 3.

oembedded in the wood through the cross-grain
parts thereof that compose the narrow por-
tions of the letfer. |
My invention further consists in a sign lef-
ter or number having applied to its face or
edge an ornamental facing oredging of aplas-

tic composition,which shall serve to strength-
“en the narrow parts of theletter across which
the grain of the wood extends.

My invention also econsistsin a letter ornums-
ber for street-signs having the narrow portions
that extend across the grain of the wood

strengthened by means of a dowel embedded

therein and by means of an ornamental fac-
ing or edging formed of a water-proof plastie
composition. |

Figure 1 is a plan view of one form of my
improved letter, parts being broken away for
the purpose of better illustration. Fig. 2 184
sectional view on the line z  of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 is a plan view of a letter having a single
dowel. TFig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4 ¥

A designates the main body of my improved
etter, such hody being formed of wood with
its grain extending horizontally, asshown. In
the narrow portionsg « and ¢’ of this letter are
embedded, respectively, the dowels B and B’
These dowels will be inserted in the blank
from which the letter is to be cut in such po-

| —

sition that after the letter is formed they will

£all within the narrow parts of the letter, and

by this means the danger of splitting wood in
the operation of cutting the letter will be

avoided.

Around the upper edges of thelettersshown

in Fig. 1.there is cut the grooves C, within
which will be placed the ornamental edging
D, formed of plastic composition. The com-
position which J prefer to employ for this pur-

pose consists of hard drying oil (or other wa-
ter-proof oil) having whiting mixed therein

until the mass reaches the consistency of stiit
dough. This mass is then molded or rolled

into the desired ornamental configurationand

is placed into the grooves after the surface of

such grooves has been coated with a priming
and with a coat of sticky drying oil,
the plastic composition is entirely set within
the grooves the letter will be painted, gilded,
or japanned, as desired.

number for signs having a dowel or dowels.
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Instead of employing the edging D of plas- | bers for signs, which consmts in embeddm# a
dowel or dowels in the blank from which the

letter 1s 10 be cut and across the grain of the -

tic eomposition.a facing E, as shown in Fig.
3, may be used, this 1‘:'.?.-1,(3111«:'Ir bemﬂ‘formed of the
same material and employed In like manner
as edging, or the two may be employed to-
ﬂ‘ether

Byinserting the dowelsin the wooden blank
from which ‘{he letter is to be cut, it will be
seen that the danger of splitting the narrow

parts of the wood in forming the letter will be

avolded; and it is also apparent that a letter
having. 1ts weak parts strengthened by means
of- dowels can resist the a,ctmn of the weather
without danger of warping or cracking. It

will also be seen that the facing or edﬂ*mn* of

plastic composition nct only serves to give

additional strength to the weak pmtwus of

the letter, but also affords a cheap and simple

means of 1mparting to the letter a highly-or-

namental appearance,such as is ordinarily
produced by the more expensive process of

car VlIl .

Ha,vmu‘ thus deseribed my inv entlon what I

~ claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S
25 Patent, is—

1. The method of forming letters and num-

wood, and then cutting the letter in such man-

ner that the dowel or dowels shall fall within.
the narrow part or parts of the letter ornum--

ber, substantially as set forth.

2. A letter or number for signs cut from a
wooden blank, having dowels embedded in

that part of the wood across the grain thereof
fromwhich the letter or number is cut, so that

the dowel or dowels shall fall within the nar-
row cross-grained parts of the letter or num-

ber, substantially as described.

3. A letter or number for signs, formed of

3°

35

40

wood and having a dowel or dowels embedded

in the narrow cross-grmned parts thereof, the -
grooved and bemn'-_-'

face of said letter being

provided with a water-pmof plastic composi-
tion within the grooved portion serving to

strengthen and ornament the. letter or num-
ber, %ubstantmlly as described.
DICK N. LANYON.,
Witnesses: | -
JaMES H. PEIRCE, _
J. W. DYRENFORTH.
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