(No Model) . ... . - R
T N MATTE & C. MONTMINY.
© APPARATUS FOR MOISTENING AND SEALING ENVELOPES
No. 411,601, . Patented Sept. 24, 1889.

— Y

- — -
o i W w =l -‘-rl-rnl-l--rl-——--illi‘-‘-'—-'-r-

vz 2

4
/ i
Z : | &
s — : HE
'é_/ — _i___ = = = -a
—F
22— TN\ 2/ <4
 WITNESSES: - INVENTOR
.. Sl St
4 , gy G
ATTORNEY

M. PETERS, Phato-Lithegragher, Washington, B, C.




-
1

UNITED STATES PATENT

R SN TR T N R R |

JFFICE.

—_—— . .- Em .- ———

NAPOLEON MATTE AND CHARLES MONTMINY, OF QUEBEC, QUEBEC, CANADA.

APPARATUS FOR MOISTENING AND SEALING ENVELOPES.

- —————w— -

SPECIFICATION fﬂr'ming' part of Letters Patent No. 411,601, dated September 24, 1889,
Application filed February 20, 1889, Serial No, 300,527, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, NAPOLEON MATTE and
CHARLES MONTMINY, both of Quebec, in the
Province of Quebecand Dominion of Canada,.

t have invented a new and Improved Appa-

ratus for Moistening and Sealing Envelopes,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription.

This invention has for its object to provide

1o an apparatus by means of which the gummed

flap of envelopes may be readily moistened
and the envelopes effectively sealed.
- The invention consists in an apparatus for
this purpose, as hereinafter desecribed and
15 claimed. | | | |
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification, !

in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

IFigure 1is a perspective view of the inven-
tion,showing an envelopein position for moist-
ening its gummed flap and another envelope
in position to be simultaneously sealed. Ifig.
9 is a transverse vertical section through the
2z center of the apparatus, showing an envelope

in position to be sealed. Fig. 3 is a rear view
of the invention; and Fig. 4 is a detail view
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of one end of the reservoir for moistening the

pad. |

30 In earrying out this invention aframe 1,of

metal or other suitable material, is provided,

which is in the shape of a flat box 2, with an
open rear end 3, and adjacent thereto ver-
tical bearings or projections4. Within the pro-
3z jections 4 is mounted, by means of pivot-pins
5,8 cylindrical reservoir 6, having a flat open-
ended projection 7 for holding a moistening-
pad 8. Hinged within the lower portion of
projection 4 by means of pivot-ping 9 is a
40 heavy metal plate 10, having its forward part
- resting on the top of the front edge of the
frame 1 and its upper surface adjacent to its

front edge preferably formed with a raised .

angular projection 11, conforming in shape
45 to the angular edge of an envelope-flap.

The flat open-ended projection 7 for hold-
ing the moistening-pad is of a length fo ex-
tend over the metal plate 10, and 1s formed
on its under side, adjacent to its forward end,

so with the angular cut-away portion 12, corre-
sponding in shape to the edge of the angular
projection 11 of plate 10,leaving a portion of

i

‘the adjacent vertical projection 4.

the outer eﬁd of the moistening-pad 8 ex-
posed. The outer end of the upper part of

the projection 7 is also formed with a V-

shaped edge 13, corresponding approximately

in outline to the edge of an envelope-flap.
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The outer end of the moistening-pad 3 1s

held in place by the folded edge 14 of the
outer end of the upper part of projection 7
and the bent edge 15 of the outer end of the
lower part of projection 7.

The moistening-pad 8, which may be of felt

| or other suitable material to hold water, ex-

tends through projection 7,into the reservolr
6, where it is kept moistened by water there-
in, supplied through a neck 16, covered by a
cap 17. | |

To hold the pad 8 up away from the plate
10 when not in use, a coiled spring18 is pref-
erably employed, secured at one end to one
end of the reservoir 6 and at its other end to
By this
means, when it is desired to moisten the

‘gummed flap of an envelope 19 laid on the

projection 11 of plate 10, the projeetion 7 1s
drawn down by hand against the tension of
spring 18 and the moistened end of pad S
pressed against the gummed flap of envelope
19. Upon letting go of the projection 7 1t
will be thrown up out of the way by the ac-
tion of spring 183. | -

In order to seal the envelope after its
cummed flap has been moistened, the plate 10
is raised and the folded envelope placed on a
piece of blotting-paper resting on the top of
a plate 20, located in the frame 1 beneath
plate 10, and rendered elastic by being formed
with inturned spring ends 21 or by being
provided with any other suitable form of
spring-bearing. By swinging the plate 10
down against the folded envelope, the weight
of plate 10, pressing the envelope against the
blotting-paper and spring-plate 20, will et-
fectively seal the envelope.

It will be seen by means of this apparatus,

| as hereinbefore set forth, thatas the gummed

lap of one envelope 19 1s moistened by draw-

ing down projection 7 against the plate 10 a
second envelope 22, whose gummed flap has
been already moistened and isplaced in folded
position beneath plate 10, is sealed by the
pressure of the plate 10. |
Stamps, gummed labels, and all forms of
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mail wrappers with gummed flaps may be
moistened and sealed by this apparatus.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 15— |

1. In an apparatus for moistening and seal-
ing the gummed flaps of envelopes and other
wrappers, the combination, with a bed-plate
for supporting the gummed edge, of the piv-

oted cylindrical water -reservoir 6, the flat

hollow open-ended projection 7, forming a lat-
eral tubular extension of said reservoir, and
a pad 8, held in thesaid projection, from which
1t may extend into the reservoir, as shown
and -described.

2. An apparatus for moistening and seal-
ing the gummed flaps of envelopes,wrappers,
and labels, consisting of the frame 1, formed
of the flat boxing 2, with the rear vertical

20 projections 4, the plate 20, with supporting

411,601

| spring ends 21, located in the forward part of

boxing 2, the ¢ylindrical reservoir 6, pivoted
in the projections 4 and having the moisten-
ing-pad holder 7, projecting over the boxing
2, with the cut-away portion 12 and the moist-
ening-pad 8, held in projection 7 and extend-
ing into reservoir 6, and the weighted plate
10, pivoted at i1ts rear end to the lower part
of projections 4, and having its front end rest-
ing on the outer edge of boxing 2, with the
angular projection 11 on its upper surface
conforming to the cut-away portion 12 in the

pad-holder 7, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.

N. MATTE.
CHAS. MONTMINY.

Witnesses:
ELz. CHANEST,
THOS. J. MOORE.
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