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To all whony it may concern:
Be it known that we, PETER J. GIBBONS and

DAvVID B. SHELLY, of PlttStOI] in the county
or Luzerne and Smte of Pennsylvani&, have

invented a new and useful Improvement in

Storm-Aprons, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

Ourinvention relates to an 1mp10vement in
storm-aprons, and has for its object to pro-
vide an apron requiring less material in the
process of manufacture than has hitherto
been emploved, involving no waste of mate-
rial in eattiing, simple in construction, and
conveniently and expeditiously applied to a
dash. |

A farther object of the invention is to pro-
vide an apron adjustable to any dash, and
which when applied will not hold the water

at any point.
Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide an apron which when applied will not

mark or mar the dash, and when not in use
may be folded up to oceupy a minimum
amount ol space.

The invention consists in the novel con-
strnetion and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
in which similar letters and figures of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in both
the views.

IFigure 1 is a pempectwe view of the body
of a carriage having myimprovement applied,
and Ifig. 9 is an izwerted plan view of the
apromn.

- Incarrying out the invention the apron 10
is made from any suitable material, prefer-
ably a water-proof material, such as rubber,
oil-cloth, or other water-proof fabric. The
lower end of fthe apron is provided with the
flaps 12 and 13, formed from the body of
the apron by the euts 11, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2. The edges of these flaps may be

f@lled hemmed, or otherwise protected, if de-
The two flaps 12 and 13 are connected

sired,

by a spring 14, preferably a spiral or coil

spring, the said spring being usually at-
tached to the flaps through the medinm of
eyes 15 or equivalent dgviues secured fo the
latter, as illustrated in Kig.

A suitable distance above the lower end of

| the apron carrying the flaps an aperture 16

1s made, through which the lines are passed,
which aperture is protected by a cover-flap
17, secured to the outer face of the apron,
and at convenient points npon the upper

50.

edge of the apron two or more strips 18 are .

fastened, each provided with a button-hole
or eyelet in the outer end, the said strips be-
ing adapted for attachment to the body of
the vehicle to which the apron is applied
when the apron is placed in position to pro-
tect the driver.

To apply the apron, the dash is made to ex-
tend upward between the connected flaps
and the inner face of the lower end of the
apron, as shown in Fig. 1. Thisis readily and
expeditiously accomplished by simply slip-
ping the apron at the lower end over the top
of the dash.

It 1s evident that by reason of the spring-
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connection 14 the apron may be adapted to

dashes of different lengths, and that as the

yielding portion only of the apron contacts

with the dash the latter will not be marred
or marked by the application of the former.
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T'he apron is carried upward and inward

over the dash, as shown in FKig. 1, to a con-

nection with the carriage or vehicle body,

whereby the upper surface presentis an in-
clined plane free from all pockets or ridges,
thereby creating a water-shed from which
the water will rapidly pass off, and under no
conditions will remain to saak through the
material from which the apron is constr ueted
The sides hang perpendicularly downward,
and the portion A between the dotted lines
a b, Fig. 2, when the apron is applied, occupy
a pomtwn close to the dash, extending over
a portion of the front surface.

We desire it to be distinetly understood
that we do not confine ourselves to any ma-
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terial in the construction of the spring 14, as | 13 formed from the material forming the 10

the same may consist of rubber, of metal, or | apron, and the spring 14, connecting the said
of webbing, as may be found most desirable. | flaps, as specified. |
Having thus described our invention, we | | — R 1
5 claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | I })EA%Tng % %%IBE]%J(%]%&
Patent— | | PV D ek
- As an improved: article of manufacture, a Witnesses: | |
storm-apron consisting of the body portion LEWIS P. HARTER,
10, provided at one end with the flaps 12 and | J. G. GIESER.
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