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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DAvID R. PROCTOR, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illmms have invented certain new
and useful Improvement@. in Label-Holders
for IFreight-Cars; and I dohereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying chawnlﬂs and

to letters of reference marked thereon, Wthh |

form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in label-holders for
freight-cars; and it consists in a label-holder
made up of a substantially rigid frame with
cross - braces. The cross—braee% have their
ends bent to embrace the rim, said ends be-
ing so located that they will brace the rim and
provide stops to prevent lateral movement of
the rim upon its hinges, such a label-holder
being adapted to be used with a gravity-latch,
as will be hereinafter fully set forth.

Prior to my invention it has been proposed
to provide label-holders for freight or other
cars with a frame serving as a support for an
elastic mnetting, beneath which the label is
placed, said label-holder being spring-actu-
ated to hold the same against the car. In
practice such a construction is objectionable
for many reasons, among which it may be
stated that, being spring-supported, it does
not have a positive engagement above and be-
low with the car-body; also, the upper portion
of the label-holder is liable to remain a slight
distance from the car when its lower portion
contacis with the label, so that there is not a
pressure upon the whole surface of the label.
The objections incident to such construction
are fully overcome by the dewee which I will
now proceed to desecribe.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
part of the specification, I have illustrated my
improvement by a perspective view, in which
A refers to the rim, which is made up of a
bar of metal bent toform arectangularframne,
the ends of said bar being %ecured to each

other preferably by passing_them into a short

| section of tube or sleeve «.
though made of a bar having a slight spring,

This rim A,

is quite stiff, and is rendered more so by the
arrangement of the cross-bars.
bars are preferably six in mumber, though
more or less may be employed, six bu;nlﬂ suf—
ficient to hold cards or labels securely in po-
sition. These cross-bars extend diagonally
across the frame, the. longer bars extending
from corner to corner, while the shorter bars
extend from mnear the center of the sides to
points ¢ ¢ and ¢’ ¢’ on each side of the center
of the upper and lower cross-pieces of the
frame, and form stops to prevent lateral move-
ment of the fr ame.

The upper cross-piece of the rim A is bent

slightly outwardly, or bulged from end to end,
and 1f desirable the 1owel cross-plece of the
frame may be similarly Dent.

The label holder or frameis attached to the
side of the car by means of the castings D D,
the upper or enlarged ends of which have
perforations therein, within which the lower
cross-piece of the frame lies, and if this cross-
piece 1s curved slightly outward it will exert
a pressure which will prevent rattling and
undue motion, which will cause wear not only
upon the pmts comprising the label- holdel
but alsoupon the card itself.

E refers to the loop in which the hecked
bolt I slides, said bolt having a projection f,
which serves as an operating-knob and stop.
The lower end of the bolt overlies the upper
cross-piece between the eyes ¢’ when in en-
gagement therewith, The parts above de-
scribed form a gravity-latch, and when in
engagement with the upwardly-curved cross-
plece the parts are held firm.

The frame, consisting of the rim and cross-
bars, after being a,ssembled 1s plated or gal-
vanized, which will not only prevent rustin o,
but will also hold the parts securely to each
other at the joints, thus providing substan-
tially a non-elastic frame.

Having thus desceribed myinvention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a label-holder for cars, a frame made
up of bar A, the ends thereof being secured to

each other, cross-bars exten ding from the COr-

The cross-
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ners of sald rectangular frame, zmd bars ex-
tending from the su]e pleces to near the cen-
ters of the upper and lower cross-pieces of
the frame, hinges for securing the frame to
the car-body, one of said hinges being se-
cured snugly between the ends of the diago-
nal bars, and a latech having a gravity-bolt
which passes over the upper cross-piece be-

“tween the upper ends of the diagonal bars,

substantially as shown, and for the purpose
set forth.

2. The combination, in a label-holder for
cars, of a frame made up of a rim or bar A,
the ends of which are jointed together, diago-

nal cross-bars secured to said rim, the upper.

cross-piece of said rim being curved out-
wardly, castings D, for pivotally connecting
the frame to the side of the car, and a verti-
cally-moving lateh-bolt adapted to engage the
center of the upper cross-piece of the frame,
so as to hold the same against the car-body,

- substantially as shown, and for the purpose

set forth.

411,471 .

3. The combination, in a label-holder for
cars, of a bar A, bent to form a rectangular
frame, the upperandlowercross-pieces thereof
being curved or bent outwardly, diagonal
eross-ba,rs extending from corner to corner of
the frame, short eross-bars attached to the cen-
ter of the vertical side piecesoithe frame, said
cross-bars lying above the longer diaognal
bars, their upper and lowerendsbeing secured
tothe horizontal pieces of the frame A on each
side of the centers, hinges D D, for attaching
the frame to the car-body, the center hinge
lying between the eyes cc,and a gravity-latch
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secured to the car-body above the frame, said

lateh being adapted to engage w1th the upper
cross-piece between the eyes ¢/, substantially
as shown, and for the purpose set forth.
In testlmonv whereof laffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
DAVID R. PROCTOR.
Witnesses:
J. W. MERRIAM,
GrO. E. McliE.
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