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To all whom it ma Yy ConCern:

Beit known that I, OTT0 PAPE a citizen of

: - the United States, 1681(11110* at \Vashmcrton

in the District of Columbm, have mvented
certain new and useful Improvements in But-
tons for Billiard-Counters; and 1 do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the mvenuon, sueh as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

- This invention relates to that class of oame-
counters in which perforated buttons are
strung on & wire to be moved along one or
more at a time according to the eOunts made
by each player—such, for example, as bill-
iard-counters. IFrom excitement consequent
to the game and other causes such buttons
are frequently thrown along with such force
as to be broken by concussion. Every fifth
button is usunally of a different color from

~ the main string of buttons, and every tenth

button u%ually has a, mmked tag hung to it
to aid in counting the butrtons. Therefore
when a button is broken from such a string

~another of the same color should be put in
If the string has to be taken
down and the buttons removed for this pur-

‘pose, much time i8 consumed in properly re-
- placing the buttons.

the same place.

The object of my mirentlon 18 to avoid this

difficulty by providing buttons which may be

- inserted between the other buttons at any
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5o plication,

desired point and be secured upon the string-
wire readily and without requiring mueh me-

| ehameal slcill.

To this end my invention consists ina per-
forated button pmted through the perfora-
tion and means for joining the two parts upon

a wire as hereinafter desceribed and claimed,

reference being had to the accompanymﬂ
drawings, 1n Whleh——- |

I‘lﬂ'me I is a side elevation of a button-

S]lOWlI]U my invention in service in one of its
mmpleﬁt forms. Tig. II represents a similar
button with its £WO parts separated in mer-

chantable form ready to be joined in service.

Fig, I1I is a perspective view of a modifica-
tion of my invention with the two parts piv-

oted together and swung open ready for ap-
Ifig. 1V is an edgewise view of the |

[

service.

said modification strung upon a wire with its
two parts closed and secured together as in
Figs. I and II show a common
wooden button through which I have bored

two small holes 6 edgewise, and have split it 55

at 5 lengthwise its string-hole 7, transversely

to the line of said holes 6. -
a staple of tough, soft wire,
‘which may be furnished separate from the

- 3 represents

button or inserted into one-half thereof, as
shown in Fig. II. To apply this button, it is
only necessary to place 1t in the desired posif-
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tion upon the string-wire, push the staple

through the two parts, and bend the project-
ing ends of the staple down closely on the

edge of the button, as shown at 9, Fig. 1.
The small wire-holes have very little weaken-
1ng effect on the wood of the button, and the

wire staple fitting closely through 1t binds
the parts together, so that such a button is
full asstrong as one from the same wood not
thus parted.

In the modification shown in Figs. IIT and
IV the parting is made at one dﬂ‘e of the
string-hole 7, and the saw-kerf is occupied by
two thicknesses of sheet metal 12 and 13, se-
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cured firmly to the faces of the respective -

parts, and the piece 12 fits down into the hole
7. The two parts are permanently pivoted
together by a concealed rivet 14, so that they
may swing apart in line of the string-hole.
15 1s & pin-head or stud projecting from the
face of the piece 12, and 16 is a slot in piece
13, adapted to receive the stud when the parts

‘are closed, the head of the stud passing be-

hind the plate 13 and holding the parts of
the button closely face to farue

1718 a thin metalliclip projecting from the
part 10, and adapted to be bent up against
the side of the part 11 when closed to pre-

vent further turning of the parts on their
This modification is shown as a sug-
gestion of a variety of ways in which the two

pivot.

parts of the button may be joined.

18 shows an eye iIn the staple 8, whereby
the same may be utilized as a tag-holder.

A single rivet, like one leg of the staple,

‘might answer in some cases; but I prefer the

Staplei |

TI&VHW thus fully desm ihed my invention,
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what I believe to be new, and desire to secure | 3. Asanewarticle of manufactureandtrade,
by Letters Patent, is the following: | a game-counter button having a central per-
1. A game-counter button perforated near | foration adapting it to be strung upon a wire
its middle and parted through the perforation, | and parted through the said perforation,and 2zo
5 and also perforated edgewise,in combination | a wire adapted to cross the said parting and
with a wire fitted to the said. edgewise per- | to secure the two parts rigidly together, yet
foration, and adapted to be bent at the edges | leaving the button when 8o secured together
of the button,substantially as shown and de- | around a wire free to slide thereon, substan-
scribed. . tially as shown and described. 25
10 2. The combination of a game-counter but- In testimony whereof I affix my signature
ton perforated near its middle and parted | in presence of two witnesses.
from the said perforation to the.circumfer- | -

~ ence, and also perforated edgewise across the - -~ 0T7TO PAPEL.
said parting, and a wire adapted to fit the { - Witnesses: |
15 said edgewise perforation, substantially as  W. X. STEVENS,

shown and desecribed. | THEO. MUNGEN.
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