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To all whom it may concern.: |

Be it known that I, RICHARD C. JENKINSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Spring-Catches for
Bags, Satchels, &c.; and I do hereby declare
the following tobe a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the' same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

This invention relates to an improvement

in that class of bag-fastenings which consists,
essentially, of a pivoted locking bar or shaft

provided with ears or arms on the opposite
ends thereof, which embrace the frame-sec-
tions of the bag when turned in holding en-
gagement, arranged within a suitable casing
provided with a U-shaped spring having a
groove or furrow in one of the arms compris-
ing the spring, with which engage a number
of stops or pins arranged on the shaft, and

thereby holds the same in its locked or un-

locked position.
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T'he Invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying sheet of drawings, in which similar
letters of reference are employed to indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several
V1ews. | |

In said views, Iligure 1 represents a side
elevation of a portion of a bag-frame upon
which is secured my improved fastener,which
18 also shown in side elevation. Fig. 2 is a

longitudinal section of the fastener, taken |

centrally therethrough. Tig. 3 is a view sim-
ilar to Ifig. 2, showing the ears on the lock-
ing-bar thrown out of their locking engage-
ment with the bag-frame; and Fig. 4 is a
horizontal section taken through line z in
sald figure, illustrating more clearly the en-
gagement of one of the ping or stops on the
locking-bar with the groove or furrow in the
spring by means of which the bar or shaft is
firmly held in position. TFig. 5 is a similar
view, but indicating the relative position of
the parts on the locking-bar just after being
released from their locked or holding engage-

| spring, and Figs. 7 and 8 show two methods

of securing the pins or stops to the shaft or
turning bar. | ‘

In said views, ¢ indicates the frame of the
bag or satchel. |

b indicates the casing, which is secured to
theframein any desirable manner, and within
which is arranged the turning bar and the
grooved or furrowed spring co-operating with
the pins or projections on said bar. The
locking or turning bar ¢ is provided with ears

or arms ¢’, which embrace both sides of the

frame-sections when in the locked position.
On either side of the pivoted locking-bar ¢ is
arranged a U-shaped gpring d, one of the
arms d’ of which is provided with a furrow
or groove d? and is chamfered or turned
down at the corners ® and d* as shown in
Figs. 2,8,and 6. The bar ¢ may be provided
with any desirable number of stops or pins ¢,
cast integrally thereon or secured thereto in

any well-known manner, one of said stops en-
gaging with the groove d*® in the spring,

thereby holding the bar ¢ in the position de-
sired; but said stops or pins should be such
distance apart as to prevent the locking-bar

~from turning when in its opened or unlocked

engagement, and to prevent the engagement
of the ears on the bar with the sides of the
frame. When the ears on the fastening de-
vice are turned out of their locked or holding
engagement with the bag-frame, the pin c?,
which causes the holding engagement of the
bar with the spring, is forced out of the groove
d?, and the spring d assumes the position in-
dicated in Fig. 5, and as the bar is turned the
next pin drops into the furrow or groove on
the spring, thereby holding the ears ¢’ away
from the frame-section and allowing the open-
ing of the bag. By this means of construct-
ing the spring the arm is positively held in
any desirable position, and when caused to be
held in the engagement shown more especi-

ally in I'ig. 3 the ears on the locking-bar are

caused toremain in that position, offering no
obstruction to the opening of the bag. To
tfacilitate the upward and downward move-
ment of the pins on the bar ¢, the corners of
the spring are preferably chamfered or turned
down, as at d° and d* thereby preventing any

ment. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the | jamming of the rotating bar,
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In lieu of wusing four pins or stops on the
shaft or the locking-bar, I may employ two
or three, or any desirable number, as will
readily be understood.

It will be understood that I do not wish to
limit myself to a single spring arranged on
one side of the shaft only, as it 18 evident
that I can employ a similar spring to that
shown and described on the opposite side of
the locking-bar.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is~—

1. A bag or satchel catch consisting of an
inclosing-casing, a spring arranged within the
casing and prov ided with a groove or furrow,
as set forth, and a shaft pivoted in said cas-
ing, having ears on the opposite ends thereot
which embmce the frame-sections of the bag,
and pinsor stops arranged around said shaft
and adapted to engage Wlth sald groovein the
spring, for the purposes set forth.

2. A bag or satchel catch consisting of an

inclosing -casing, a shatt or lockmo'—bar ex-
tending ther ethrough, having ears on the op-
posite euds theleof which engage with the
frame-sections of the bag, pins & ther eon, sub-
stantially as shown, and a U-shaped spring ar-
ranged within the casing on one side of qmd
bar or shaft, said spring bemn' provided with
a groove d? and chamfered corners d® and d*,
for the purposes set forth.

3. A bag or satchel catch consisting of an
inclosing - casing, a shaft or locking-bar ex-
tending therethrough, having ears on the op-
posite ends theleof Wthh engage with the
frame-sections of the bag, pins 02 thel eon, sub-
stantially as shown,and a U-shaped springar-
ranged within the casing on one side of saild
bar or shaft, said spring bemﬂ provided with
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| one of said pins ¢* normally engaging with the

agroove, and the other pins being adapted to
engage with the chamfered corners on the
spring when the locking-bar is caused to ro-
tate on its axis, thereby causing the digen-
gagement of the pin from the groove in the
spring, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

4. A bag or satchel catch consisting of an
inclosing -casing; a shaft or locking-bar ex-
tending ther ethrough and having ears on the
opposﬂze ends ther eof which engage with the
frame-sections of the bag, and a U-shaped
spring arranged on one side of the bar or
shaft, one arm of said spring being provided
with means adapted to engage with pins or
stops arranged on and ar 01111(1 the locking-bar
toretain 5md barin its fastened or unfastened
position on the bag-frame, for the purposes

set forth.

5. The combination,with the frame-section
of a bag, of a fastening device consisting of
an inclosing-casing, as set forth, and a shaft
or bar pivoted in said casing, having ears on
the opposite ends thereof which engage with
the frame-sections of the bag, pins ¢ on said

shaft, which engage with chamfered corners

d® and d* and a groove d° in a spring d,
thereby causing the fastened or unfastened

engagement of the ears ¢’ on the locking-bar

with the frame-sections of the bag, and means

for securing said easinn' to the bag-frame, as .

set forth.

In testimony that I claam the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
19th day of March, 1339.
| RICHARD C. J ENKINSON

Witnesses:

FREDK. C. TRAENTZEL
C. SMITHERS.
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